1
Uncorrected/ Not for publication- 08.12.2009

SSS-AKG/11.00/1A

The House met at eleven of the clock,
MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Q. No. 261.
(Q. Nos. 261 and 262 - Hon. Members absent)

Is there a virus?
(Q. Nos. 263 and 264 - Hon. Members absent)

DR. (SHRIMATI) NAJMA A. HEPTULLA: Sir, Lok Sabha virus has come
here.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, that is what | thought.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Sir, yesterday the hon. Chair had made a
comment to bring a change in the rules. | want to request you, going
by this, there is a very wrong message going across the country. At the
earliest, you please see to it that the rule is amended. The entire House
will stand by the Chairman.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much.

(Q. Nos. 265 and 266 - Hon. Members absent)
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9 AT - 267
2 IaaR g HAGR W, sreriig 431 S &1 & SaE ®, 98 9 b o
9gd o e 2, ®ifd g8 & patients, ST 2007 # 1,62,879 1, I 2009
T ol 9% 4,03,563 BT g © | #H #HA S & Ig clarification =mear g & #+
3O |aTeT H geT of fo5 Sif HIV + UsH & patients &, I7d T AMSIdH B
&7 dls proposal under consideration ¥, o WA 'FEl ¥ ¥ st
preventive measures @ & drag[q UsH patients &1 T # g 9gIaNl &
Tl § IR WRBR &7 $eT § fb 39T s9dh IR § awareness 3R education
T ¥ T #8 TRE @ campaigns launch @t ¥, wfeT 39% dave S,

STeT 2007 ¥ HIV &1 Ush patient o, 9 ATeT 319 3,219 patients &1 & H3Y St
¥ I ST AR {5 S9 s9a 9 awakening campaigns fail g1 TS €, @
=i S ground f&ar § T stigma @1 aoig A &R FATS H ST Sodl a1
g, SHfely 9 91 disclose T8 &)AT A8 &, 9T 9 < Bl ST HI gaT B

T 319 59 W R A fb S 9 @rdoifae fhu Se &Y S9dr & W Uh

campaign launch &1 fos 96 T [rduIfTe fhy S0, S AT dIs S
= foar <me?
SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: Hon. Chairman, Sir, first of all § a&-T 9

3R 8IS &I 4l I8 I A f AR I campaigns fail 781 g g1 3l
AT Afhs <, a prevalence rate # S I 3 1 Ig R=r &1 fowg
AT T, AR =i garod fear € fb emw confidentiality «f wxg v & 8}
ST ool adi F8l ®¥d | Sir, the problem is -- you and the House

will appreciate -- the stigma attached and anybody who suffers from any
disease has the right of confidentiality. It is a question of human rights
as such.

(Contd. by NBR/1B)
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-SSS/NBR-PSV/1B/11.05.
Q.NO. 267( CONTD.)
SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: | don't think there is any issue involved. Even

the international bodies have always emphasize f& =7 i $© gar T,
9@ stigma &l BMT =@1f2Y| S| gRT human right protection fiert @Ry |
ST A dignity & AT ST &7 URT ISR T | 39% oIy &9 $9 a1 Bl a1
gechll

it FuTUfen: SIRT Hare gfsy |

it Srgar Rrg AR w8159, § FIRT supplementary &) BT ¢ | §9 99 W)
T Y & I8 PeT 8, | do agree, fh 8 I94 A1 safety I@= AMRT Y

&4 9o social status &1 B IGAT AMY, oIfbd AP DRI ST JHA 8

TET &, S9$ U WEHR B ST AraT a1fey, Tei af 7+ It 99T # I8 Udh
g7 challenge g1 SITQ|

R, AT GURT supplementary I€ € & &9 I8 9T =M8d & b 3R
Jg HIV positive ot & =19 et declare &= =&l aed O RIT WRIR Ig

UTIET HR-T BT Bls f[daR R fb g8 marriage & uger HIV positive &1 &1g

<X compulsory 9? Riifd I8 9gd Holladll & 98T T, $HHI J&T JSlld
F o @ ST T8l T §H I8 TAMIY B8 T © (b 9l 9o ysa-uifed Uar
B, Sd Uiy & U oI AR 87 aF |7 59d $UR Dls A g9 BT a7

SAD HUR DIy BT A BT AT 59 W DIy [TGR A DI WROR & U Dlg

proposal g7 &9 I8 HeAT a1l b IRGR BT IJg HRAT Ity

Y |uTafcr: 31U Harer 4o forar, thank you.

it femer Prad): wR, I8 te 9 SX 8, IR $9d ¥ Udh &1Ud discussion
BT ARy | 39 WX Ulferamie # iR urferiiie & dex W ga gt 3y, S

915 B WRBR $B A bl & | {helslel BN & U VAT $lg YU 8] o |
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SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: Sir, the hon. Minister has said that

confidentiality has to be maintained and has also mentioned about the
human rights. All the details are supposed to be included in the Act
that the Government is going to bring before the House. | would like to
know from the hon. Minister what is the status of the HIV/AIDS Bill. It is
pending for a long-time. Would the hon. Minister throw some light on
that? Can he fix up some specific timeframe? We have been hearing
about this Bill for a long-time. We would like to know about these
details.

And, Sir, | would like to thank the hon. Minister of Health for
coming and participating on the World AIDS Day organised by the
Parliamentary Forum on HIV/AIDS. | wish to know the status of the Bill
with timeframe.

SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: Sir, it is a process. All these things, first, are
weighed by the Legal Department and then it goes to the Cabinet. So,
at this point of time, it is not possible to pinpoint a timeframe. But, we
are, certainly, aware of these things and it is a continuous process of
discussions.

SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: Sir, six years have already been lapsed.
MR. CHAIRMAN: That is all right.

SHRI H.K. DUA: Sir, | would like to know from the hon. Minister whether
instances at hospitals where doctors refused to give even first aid to
HIV/AIDS patients have come to his notice. If there are, how many such

instances in the country have come to his notice?
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SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: Sir, it is a criminal offence. We are all aware

that this is unacceptable. As far as instances are concerned, | do not
have readymade figures at the moment. But, | will be very happy to
provide the same to the hon. Member. The Question is on the
expenditure.

ST0(sfiell) AT QO gUgeeT: WX, RIET UH U4 country ¥, S18r HIV/AIDS W
d]IeT g¥I ORE W i Ul forar WAT g1 AN-9R Aol Usel U conference &
RraRTer & #RT 987 ST g3l o7 | Sfaex & 919 9”4 & 91 84 gl o & agf
R Rt & O cases o | {5 % & d<ai & I8 disease transmit T &,

they have been able to find a way out. So, will the Government

consider either going there or discussing with any of those people in
Cuba to control HIV/AIDS or transfer of HIV/AIDS from pregnant women
to children?
SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: Sir, | am grateful to the hon. Member.
Certainly, we will take all these points in a positive manner. Whatever is
going to be effective in controlling this dreadful disease, we certainly
take notice and whatever is required to be done, we will, certainly, do it.
(Ends)
(FOLLOWED BY PB "1c¢")
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PB-SCH/1¢/11.10

Q. NO. 268

DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN: Sir, | would like to know
whether the Government of India is following any international standards
of security audit by which our security system is in tact in the context of
the terrorist attack in various positions.

SHRI PRAFUL PATEL: Sir, | think, all of us are equally concerned about
the security as the rest of the world, and, therefore, we do follow the
best possible security measures. In fact, after the hijacking of our
aircraft, the entire security at all major airports has been handed over to
the CISF so that there are uniform standards which are applicable.
Also, we have a Bureau of Civil Aviation Security which monitors security
at all airports across the country, and thus, try to adopt best practices
which are followed elsewhere. It is an on-going process. | cannot give
any specific details until asked for. But | can only assure the House that
over a period of time, our security systems have gone better. We have
more modernisation; we have more technological upgradation also,
including better manpower training at the airports.

However, in our context, security at airports is of prime concern,
and with the increasing activity which we witness in many of our cities
and across the country, | think, we need to be even more vigilant; and
we are taking all possible measures in our context.

DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN: Sir, for practical purposes, we
find that under the system, which is followed now, the CISF is not
treating the passengers with proper respect and honour. They are

treating everybody in a manner as if he is a terrorist. So, | would like to
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know how they can be trained in a proper way. Their manpower has
been increased but the security measures should be taken without
harassing the passengers. So, what new methods are being followed by
the system to find out the real culprits and not harassing the regular
passengers?

SHRI PRAFUL PATEL: Sir, if there is any specific instance which the
hon. Member would like to point out, | will be happy to get it corrected.
But, to say in general that in our security systems all passengers are
being harassed at the airports would be unfair to the security personnel
also for the simple reason that we have all travelled across many
countries in the world, and, | think, our system is quite relatively user
and passenger friendly. In fact, it is not as cumbersome as in many
other countries. So, | do not wish to say in generality that it is not in line
with the best practices. However, if there is any area for improvement,
if you have any suggestions or if you have come across any ill-
treatment, please bring it our notice. We will be happy to try to get it
corrected.

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY: Sir, on earlier occasions also and the
Minister is also aware, the Regulator as far as airport security is
concerned, is the Bureau of Civil Aviation Safety which is a small
organisation which looks after the overall security of the airports. But
the operational level and the field level is controlled by the CISF which
was inducted during the NDA regime. Now, the question here is that
the CISF, the controlling authority of the CISF, is the Ministry of Home. It

is not responsible. Even if the Minister wants to take an action against
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a constable of the CISF, he doesn't have the authority for that. So,
there is a complete dichotomy in the situation where the Civil Aviation
Minister of the Ministry has no control on the CISF. | have nothing to
say about the performance of the CISF; it is doing well. But if the
Minister is accountable for the action of CISF, what is the authority of
the Minister on that organisation because they report to the Home
Ministry and the Home Secretary?

(Contd. by 1d/SKC)

1d/11.15/skc
SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY (Contd.): And there is a very loose

coordination, because there is a regulator called COSCA who heads this
organisation in the Civil Aviation Ministry. The entire field force is that of
the CISF, which has nothing to do. | would just like to ask the Minister
whether he is thinking of devising, or requesting the Government, to
create a stronger channel of control as far as the airport security and
CISF are concerned, which is related to his Ministry. Or, is the Minister
thinking of setting up a separate force, or co-opting force from the CISF
to be responsible to the Civil Aviation Department? Has the Minister
something in mind about this?

SHRI PRAFUL PATEL: Well, technically you are right that CISF is in the
domain of the Home Ministry. However, | do not think it is completely at
arm's length from the Civil Aviation Ministry. After all, the BCAS is in
charge of overall security. CISF also reports to the...

SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY: No, it does not report...
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SHRI PRAFUL PATEL: | said, technically you may be right but it does

not work like that. After all, there is an interface. It is not as if the CISF
would not listen to the suggestions or any issues which the Civil Aviation
Ministry or the BCAS may raise. So, there is a dialogue; there is an
interface. Technically speaking, that is true, but overall security of the
airport cannot be in isolation. After all, it is part of a city and it is part of
our country. Therefore, the Home Ministry also has to look after the
other facets of security. Anything outside the airport precincts falls in the
domain of the local police and, therefore, the Home Ministry and the
Civil Aviation Ministry have to work together.

SHRI ARUN JAITLEY: Sir, most countries in the world do not have any
exempted categories based on a VIP culture where they are exempted
from security frisking. We are one of the few countries in the world
which has it. Therefore, the security personnel at the security checks are
always faced with a Hobson's choice as to whom to frisk and whom not
to frisk. Is the Minister willing to consider a regime where everybody is
subjected to the same security treatment, irrespective of any special
preferred status of individuals?

SHRI PRAFUL PATEL: Well, | think this decision has to be taken by
everybody including the Members of Parliament. | recall, in this very
House, there was an incident where the security of a very important
person became such a big issue that all...(Interruptions)...

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: No Member of Parliament can seek this

immunity.
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SHRI PRAFUL PATEL: Please, | am not trying to defend anybody. | am

only trying to say that these are decisions that all of us, in our collective
wisdom, have to take. | follow a protocol laid down as per the rules of
business, and there are certain categories which are exempt, and | only
follow what has been given to me. | do not devise categories. Our
Ministry is only following the protocol which has been spelt out. If there
is any change to be made, | think it would involve a larger discussion.
SHRI BALBIR PUNJ: Protocol spelt out by whom?

SHRI PRAFUL PATEL: As far as | am concerned, | cannot say anything
on this because | am nobody to decide on my own whether the 'x'
category or 'y' category of people should be exempted or not.

SHRI BALBIR PUNJ: Mr. Chairman Sir, who sets these categories?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please. | think, the procedure is known.

SHRI BALBIR PUNJ: No, Sir. It is not known. We would like the hon.
Minister to educate us on that.

SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: The Minister said that he got this exercise in
legacy. (Interruptions)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please.

SHRI PRAFUL PATEL: | hope, at least, most of you know that there is
an order of precedence which has been set out. It is not decided by the
Ministry of Civil Aviation and that is notified...(Interruptions)...

SHRI BALBIR PUNJ: You are speaking for the Government of India. It is
decided by the Government and you are speaking on behalf of the

Government of India.
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SHRI PRAFUL PATEL: | mean to say that it is an order of precedence

which is notified.
SHRI RAJIV PRATAP RUDY: We all know what you are saying and the
question is very clear to you. You know what we are asking.
(Interruptions)
MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Naik.
SHRI SHANTARAM LAXMAN NAIK: Sir, recently, there were two
unpleasant incidents where the former President of India, Shri Abdul
Kalam, and veteran actor, Shri Shahrukh Khan, were frisked by officials
of a foreign airlines at one of their airports. Shri Abdul Kalam and
veteran actor, Shri Shahrukh Khan, were frisked and humiliated. A lot of
noise about the incident was raised even in the House. The Minister had
assured that appropriate measures would be taken in this regard. |
would like to know from the Minister about the follow-up action he has
taken after former President, Shri Abdul Kalam, and actor Shahrukh
Khan were frisked and humiliated.
SHRI PRAFUL PATEL: Sir, these are all security audits. | can only say
that in the case of the former President, we had taken up this issue and
| think, after an apology has been tendered, that matter has been put to
rest. | do not think we should rake up these issues again and again.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 269.

(Followed by hk/1e)
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Q.NO. 268( CONTD.)
SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA: Sir, | know that | am late. But kindly give

me a chance.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | am afraid you were not here.

SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA: Kindly give me a chance.

MR. CHAIRMAN: | would like to, but | can't.

SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA: It is still going on. Give me a chance this
time. One question only. | came before the question was over and my
colleague was already there. Give me a chance. | will quickly ask a
question. ..(Interruptions).. Can I?

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is all right. | give you one minute. Ask the relevant
question.

SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA: Thank you, Sir. | will not take more time.
| just want to know from the hon. Minister: Is it also a fact that audit by
FAA is going on in the country? |If it is going on for air-worthiness,
whether he has details of such airlines and what corrective steps are
being taken on that?

SHRI PRAFUL PATEL: Sir, the question pertains to security audit by
FAA. | have only answered that there is no security audit which is
conducted by FAA. We are not under their jurisdiction for conducting
security audit. That is our view. We are to follow international best
practices and norms. The question that you are trying to ask me is
about FAA audit of the procedures which are being followed by the
DGCA. There is an IASA Certification which is required. It is an

International Airworthiness Certification. The norm which is to be
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followed by most countries, that FAA audit for India has been completed
and we have got an IASA Category-1 Certification which means that all
our systems are in place according to the best practices prevalent
anywhere else in the world.

(Ends)
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Q.No.269

SHRI MOINUL HASSAN: Sir, power generation is one of the important
sectors so far as the infrastructure is concerned. As we know, Sir, in
the 11" Plan power generation in this infrastructure sector was targeted
at 78,000 MW. Sir, report comes that 11" Plan is to be completed in
2012 and only 50 per cent of the target is completed which is by the
public sector generation companies. May | know from the hon. Minister
as to what is the present status of it? |Is it possible that before
completing the 11" Plan in 2012 full capacity or full targeted generation
power will be completed?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Mr. Chairman, Sir, | am afraid it may not
be possible to reach the target of 78,000 MW's addition to the existing
power generation capacity. Though the Mid-Term Appraisal has not
been finalised, but from the information which we are having, it appears
that, of course, they have lowered the target from 78,000 MW to 62,000
MW. We are trying to reach that target, but after the Mid-Term
Appraisal of the Plan being completed, then it would be possible to
arrive at the firm figure.

SHRI MOINUL HASSAN: Sir, from the table which is supplied as an
answer | can see that the investment in gas infrastructure happens to be
the least though the inter-eastern region and also the major part of the
southern region is starved of gas supply. Kindly let me know what the
progress of the Jagdishpur-Haldia Pipeline is which is aimed to connect
the eastern region with gas supply channel? | am asking this because

this project was taken up before the 11" Plan. Is there any possibility of
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completing this project in this Plan period so that eastern India, at least,
can get gas”?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Sir, the question relates to the investment
in the infrastructures. But the question relating to specific projects and
conducted by the particular Department or Ministry will have to be
addressed by ..(Interruptions)..

SHRI MOINUL HASSAN: Sir, the Minister may know this.
..(Interruptions)..

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: That is all right. But we have to put the
notice and they will have to prepare and answer the question. But the
general allocation in respects of the gas, as the hon. Member started by
observing that it is minimum, is least.

(Contd. by 1f/KSK)

KSK/11.25/1F
SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE (CONTD): It is natural because regarding

exploration work, we entered into the new Exploration Policy with the
private sector - gas and oil - that if you strike it, you get it. You may try
to get it at 40 places, 50 places, 60 places, but when it actually strikes,
then, you get it. Therefore, we do not spend substantially of our own
public sector resources for exploration. Exploration work is left to the
private sector. And, thereafter, as per the New Exploration Licensing
Policy, the administrative Ministry - Petroleum and Natural Gas Ministry -
conduct and thereafter, the Government enters into arrangements with
the private contractors and private sector. So far as the availability of

gas is concerned, experts are saying, but unless we strike and identify
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the zones and are in a position, after exploration, for going to the
exploitation, it would be difficult to continue.

SHRI SHYAMAL CHAKRABORTY: Sir, | would like to ask the hon.
Finance Minister that you have a policy called 'Look East Policy'. It is a
very good Policy. We appreciate it very much. But, for the
development of the economy, infrastructure of ports is very much
important. What we are observing is that one of the major ports is a
riverine port, that is, Kolkata-Haldia, but dredging is very much
inadequate. That is why, the Kolkata and Haldia port system is in
distressed condition. So, the economic activity is coming down in
Eastern India, particularly in West Bengal. Why inadequate money has
been allocated for that?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Mr. Chairman, Sir, this is also a specific
question in respect to the Department of Shipping and Transport who
undertakes the job of dredging of different ports. My responsibility, as
the Finance Minister, is to provide money for investment in infrastructure.
And, thereafter, infrastructure which is spread in large number of
administrative Ministries, they ought to spend project wise, and the
Planning Commission makes allocations.  Therefore, if you want to
expand the canvas of the question, it would be extremely difficult. | can
give the figure in respect of the allocation during the current Plan, that
is, the Eleventh Five Year Plan. In terms of percentage, port allocation
IS 4.28 per cent. In absolute terms, it is Rs.87,995 crores. That would

be the allocation for development of infrastructure facilities in ports
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during the Eleventh Plan starting from 2006-07 and coming to an end on
31% March, 2012.
DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Sir, | would like to know about airports,
which is also a very important sector. Though the hon. Finance Minister
does not deal directly, but | would like to know that why this sector's
share in projected investment is only 1.51 per cent. The amount is
hardly Rs.30,968 crores.

Secondly, | would like to know about irrigation.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Only one point please.
DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: Allocation for irrigation, including
watersheds, is Rs.2,53,301 crores. lIrrigation comes under Central
Government funds and State Government funds. | would like know that
for irrigation, whether this amount of Rs.2,53,301 crores is exclusively
invested by the Government of India. So, what is the modality? Every
year, what is the approximate investment that we can expect in
irrigation?

And, also, | want to know why such an insignificant investment is
proposed in airports.
SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Sir, the question was for the investment
during the Eleventh Plan in the infrastructure sectors, and the Plan
investment consists of State-sector Plan and Centre-sector Plan.
Therefore, this figure, which we are giving, that is, Rs.20,56,150 crores,
the total investment, that is consisting of the Centre-sector investment
and the State-sector investment in the infrastructure. And, when you

distribute a hundred, when you talk of percentage, you cannot go
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beyond hundred, and if you give 32 per cent to power, then 15 per cent
to road, 12.5 per cent to other important sectors, naturally, for certain
other sectors, in the kitty of percentage, it will come down.

(continued by 1g - gsp)

-KSK-GSP-VNK-11.30-1G
SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE (CONTD.): Secondly, at the airports,

substantial modernisation, expansion works and infrastructural activities
are going on through the private sector routes.

SHRI M. VENKAIAH NAIDU: Mr. Chairman, Sir, it is a very important
question. | would like to draw the attention of the hon. Finance Minister
towards increasing the targets fixed for investment in physical
infrastructure, from five per cent of GDP to nine per cent of GDP. But,
Sir, on the expenditure side, on the implementation side, according to
the answer given by the hon. Minister yesterday, we are lagging behind,
for instance, in some projects, by 40 months, and, in some projects, by
60 months. The cost overrun is also increasing by leaps and bounds.
That being the case, what is the mechanism, what is the system that
has been evolved by the Ministry of Finance or the Prime Minister's
Office -- we read something about it in the newspapers -- to see that
they are regularly monitored and the targets are achieved. What is the
system that has been adopted; what is the response so far; and, what
are the results so far?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Sir, it is true that we are not so good and
efficient in delivering, particularly, in implementing these projects.

Particularly, from the conceptual stage to the implementation stage,
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there is a big gap. At the same time, with the establishment of the
Cabinet Committee on Infrastructure and regular monitoring through the
Prime Minister's Office in that Cabinet Committee, which is chaired by
the Prime Minister himself, some improvement is noticeable. Already,
there is some slippage, which is visible. For instance, there is an
expectation, and, some sort of commitment has been made, with regard
to construction of 20-kilometres road per day. If we want to construct
20-kilometres road a day, naturally, in the pipeline, there should be
almost 20,000-kilometres road for the year so that we can complete it.
20-kilometres a day means more than 7,000-kilometres a year, which
means a minimum of 14,000-kilometres in two years. The preparation of
the project report in a road takes almost twelve to fourteen months.
Therefore, an attempt should be made to reduce this period, and, at
different stages, these types of exercises are being made. Some
improvement has taken place but it is not to the desirable extent.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, while appreciating the target increase of the
investment in physical infrastructure from five per cent of GDP to nine
per cent of GDP, | would like to say that the share towards water supply
and sanitation is only 6.99 per cent, which aims at fulfilling the basic
needs of the common man. Would the Ministry of Finance consider
enhancing the share towards water supply and sanitation?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Sir, these targets are fixed by the
Planning Commission. The Planning Commission proposals are
approved by the NDC. The NDC consists of the State Chief Ministers

and the Cabinet Ministers. Therefore, it is not possible for any individual
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ministry just to say that we will increase this, or, we will decrease this.
During the course of five years, as and when we find, and, it is proved,
that in certain sectors, the expenditure is not up to the expectations, or,
in some areas, expenditure is picking up, in the mid-term appraisal, we
make a course correction. That mid-term course correction is possible
but that will have to be done in consultation with the Planning
Commission.
(Ends)
(Followed by sk-1h)
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Q. No. 270
SHRI D. RAJA: Sir, our respected Finance Minister is the most senior
Minister in the Government. He is a very experienced Minister. He will
appreciate my question in the interest of the nation and in the interest of
the democratic polity in the country. The Obulapuram Mining
Corporation has earned the notoriety to be called as mines mafia in the
recent times. The people of Andhra Pradesh and the people of
Karnataka are agitated and are in a campaign against the illegal activities
of these mines. My question is, Sir, this Obulapuram Mining Corporation
had earned a whopping more than Rs. 10,000 crore, if my figures are
correct. If they are not correct, | stand to be corrected.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Question please.
SHRI D. RAJA: lllegal mining of iron ore by two companies in the
border areas of Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka is depriving the
Government revenue to the tune of Rs. 300 crores every year. My
question is, whether the Finance Ministry is considering to institute a
kind of CBI inquiry or Income Tax authorities inquiry into the illegal
fudging of funds and accounts by this Corporation?
SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Sir, so far Income Tax inquiry is
concerned, if we find out any case of tax evasion or tax avoidance, the
Income Tax Department can definitely set in motion. They do not
require any permission. It is their routine job. This is based on the
intelligence collected. As and when the Economic Intelligence Collection
Unit collects information, they set the motion in operation and do so.

So, if any such things come to the notice of the Government, they will
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do so. And, if the hon. Member has any specific information, he can
send it and we can act on it, so far as income tax is concerned.

The CBI does not come within the purview of the Finance Ministry.
First there must be a request from the State Government concerned for
specifically identifying the criminality which is involved to institute a CBI
investigation.

So far the question was related to whether they have been given
any tax exemptions from different taxes by the Central Government, my
answer is, Central Government has not given any tax exemption in
respect of this particular concern and whatever taxes are due from
them, we have collected them.

SHRI D. RAJA: Sir, again the answer is related to service tax, | agree.
But illegal activities of this Mining Corporation is in public domain. |
would like the Government to take suo motu notice of this and try to
address the concerns of the people. Having said that, Sir, my second
question is, | have some copies related to code of conduct for Ministers.
Some of the Ministers in some State Governments are related to this
Mining Corporation, and when the accusations are made, they flew
down to the capital of other States, justify their activities and challenge
the very questions raised with regard to their illegal activities. | would
like to ask the senior Minister, our very respected Finance Minister,
whether they can continue as Ministers when they are related to these
Mining Corporations, or, they are having shares in these Mining
Corporations. Being in position as Ministers, they try to influence the

political development and repeatedly show or demonstrate the dirty role
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of money power which ..(Interruptions).. clearly jeopardises our
democratic process.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please speak on the subject.

SHRI D. RAJA: This guestion is not related to service tax; it relates to
Obulapuram Mining Corporation. Being the senior Minister, we would
like him to respond in the interest of democratic polity in our country.
SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Sir, if somebody violates any norm or
any code, there are remedial measures. There is a regularly, duly-
constituted Government in the State. If any Minister in the State
Government violates code of conduct, it can be brought to the notice of
the Governor. He can exercise his Constitutional power, whatever has
been vested in him.,

(Continued by 1J-YSR)

-SK/YSR/11.40/1J
SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE (CONTD.): Therefore, if something merely

appears in the media or if somebody has some
perception..(Interruptions)..

MR. CHAIRMAN: Silence, please.

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: On the basis of that, | cannot make any
commitment on the floor of the House. | can go on the basis of facts.
And the fact here is that when we sent a team of officers to a State to
assess the situation there, immediately attacks were made against the
Central Government that we were interfering in the normal domain of the
State Government. Therefore, these issues, where we can interfere and

where we cannot interfere, also have to be kept in view. Simply
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because some hon. Members say that they want Centre's intervention in
the matter, it is not possible. Therefore, if there is any violation in the
mining sector, or if it is illegal mining, the Department of Mines will look
into it.  There are regular institutional arrangements for it.  Mines
inspectors are there and their job is to look into illegal mining. If some
Ministers have violated the code of conduct or have unduly exercised
their influence in the decision-making of the State Government, the
proper place to agitate is not Parliament but State Assembly and the
Governor of the State. (Interruptions)

SHRI D. RAJA: Sir,..(Interruptions)..

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Raja, your turn is over. (Interruptions)

SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Sir, as the hon. Minister has rightly said, the
Centre has not given any tax exemption to the mining industry. There
are traditional miners in Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. Now they have
almost closed it and the mafia have taken over the mining industry in
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. They are a threat to the democratic
set-up as rightly stated by Mr. Raja and it is true.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Supplementary, please.

SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Sir, | just want to know from the hon. Minister
whether the Environment Minister has given any clearance for mining in
Obulapuram. Second part of my question is, whether any tax exemption
has been given by the State Government. And which Government has
given the tax exemption?

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Sir, so far as environment clearance is

concerned, the information, which we have got from the authorities
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concerned, is that the environment clearance has been taken by the
concerned authorities who are conducting environment clearance.

So far as the State Government is concerned, yes, | have the

information that the Government of Andhra Pradesh has not given any
concession in respect of Obulapuram Mining Corporation or their
activities; but they are participating in building up a steel plant where
some concessions have been given by the State Government of Andhra
Pradesh. This is for Brahmani Steel. Concessions which the State
Government has given to it include 25 per cent of VAT for five years;
reimbursement of power charges to the tune of 75 per cent at the rate
of 75 paisa per unit for five years; 100 per cent waiver for registration
and mortgage fee; and they have allocated Rs. one crore for the
development of infrastructural facilities at the plant site.
SHRI M.V. MYSURA REDDY: Sir, the basic issue is tax evasion. This
Obulapuram Mining Corporation is exporting iron ore to China by under-
invoicing and whatever the differential amount is there, they are parking
it in tax haven state. | request the Minister, through you, to investigate
into this matter through the IT Department and the Vigilance Department.
It is a clear violation of FEMA.

(Followed by VKK/1K)

-YSR/VKK-MCM/1k/11.45
SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Sir, all violations of FEMA and over-

invoicing or under-invoicing are offences under Customs Act and due

action should be taken.
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it ROW0 g : WX, TAR T 7 @RRA 3R fafiice T 8k gIR I8l < &Il
Pagior 8, S @ud 78 fAfer T e @ g, Siafd s 300 fiferad e &1 &f
TET &1 O X AR AR fbT 3@l R el Sff 8T &, $96 aR § AWIR I
SIEENRCIESIY

SHRI PRANAB MUKHERJEE: Sir, it is correct that we require it for our

own steel production. It is also correct that it is one of the important
export items. But, if the hon. Member wants to ban export of iron ore,
that is a policy matter and Question Hour is not meant for discussion on
policy matters.

(Ends)
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St BEARTOT TIfoT : W), ST H W) goleli el ATSfT 8T X8l B......(cuaurE)
st gumufer : oifor S, 9 S=Tl...... (Taem) TIfor S, 98 SIsU| Wi, Uifor S,

IS SV |......(&@gur). You are violating the Rules of the House. 3mu g

SIS ... (sgawm™) 3mg TH AR | (Interruptions)

it SEART0T gIfor ;¢

MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record. | will have to invoke the
Rule against the Member if you don't sit down. (Interruptions) Please sit
down. (Interruptions) Please resume your place. (Interruptions) | would
request the party whip. (Interruptions) Please bring me the Rule Book. |
invoke Rule...(Interruptions)... Mr. Pany, will you please resume your
place? This indiscipline is not permissible. Please resume your place.
(Interruptions)

* Not recorded.

(Q. No.271 -- Hon. Member absent.)
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e T - 272
g geften falRkar : @), AT #= S 77 R vom oo & SR # ', W FEr T
fpT Reetrs & #30 Sff 7 drelr & o S99 Uiy (HAgSt dR 4 el 242 dueicyd
g1 W, g3 g9h! SMGRI 81 81 Ul b I8 FAyst & A7 bueic fbar &, Safd aIei
AT STeT-31e T &1 HA! Sff, ST FIRWIS W7 Fifdh ITdh U 242 FUeicd B

& qrg 4 there is no misuse of funds meant for energy. O%, &I I ARBRT &

SR 99 $o Y P ARSI iR Ay i hed & o7 350 TRBRT Bl
BT ST & AT MG RRIT IR dal 1 e feg od 8, var Reers /-y /3
S fEar g1 O 39 oRe ¥ ISHNT & 7 g’ FRRTET sl Frgaet fear &
g7 <TEl, I8 AT T 87

it Modio Arelt @ FWURT ABIGy, AR HERIT T BT & Aeoidd hew & aN H
fhal dUcicy &1 &4 $of 1010 dUeic RAT 8 & 379 I 483 & WIS fovar
TRT @A 529 YRS &1 ST Hueic IR &, IAH 242 HUcic # I 93 dycic SIS

8% © 3R SUH 138 dUcicy Ul &, S8l WX 7.72 &RIs &I IHar embezzlement &

AT ST 3T & | SAMIY AFFIT FERT 1 S U UBT, 39 a4 H I§ IR fadr
T 2l el 9@ NLMs 3Mmise &+ &l 9did &, il Vac & 9d I Ugd
AT B T TaHT BT TR BRAT &1 & TgAHE BT b < ARI HUeic
BT TS PRl & AR ST hUcic AR UNT 37! & 3R U9 7R & B8Ial ©, S9d Jad
¥ =7 NLMs amiise o & |

gt geitem fIREr @ W), ART GERT AWl §1 IS A Sffeard iR gHowio,
THOEI0 Al BI NREGA 318! ke A dax &ral & | W), § I8 S =g fo
STEl W anfeardl,  * SiR Afgeld B Bl ©. L (@)

st wmufey @ oMU 9 WSy, sMuat e« W@l g1 Please resume your place.

(Interruptions)

S AR RE HYR : &), ¥ UK SAUAARG B ... (awr)

* Not recorded.
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St Fumufer : PR & o 98 Rbre & w81 WUl M9 98 W8T, 98 Rbrs # &)
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THOEIO PE Y&l g |

(1L/GS WX %)

GS-MKS/11.50/1L

=it gefter foRar (v9rm) © S8 W Afzar gaodio, gHocio €, SR Sld $re
glfcst ggd SAIaT |1 H BT & | W), SSil H Siid Hrs glfestd &l ol
HCcH §, S W fhal fSquisT-3lie 85 € ? 31 SMaR! & & g
TSR 3R SISTT TaUH & gRT ATA-ATST BHicH alfol 8l & drac[a 4l
I BIs fSHS 81 &8 urdm § | § =1 =gt § b 97 decicd &I fSqule-
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Ml T 3T e Rbrs § SId BIe g8lesd &, SAd! Ml T B el foar Tar
T, ST AATSH o & ol T T BRIATE] BT S I8 © 7

£t {.qt. el - 9T wEley, ST ¥ 33 dcicy R 8% €, 99 9 16
FcicH [SHUST-3TH 85 © AR 17 HHcicH d1db! ¢ | S8l d& S s Bl
T T, SIg Ble BT Uardd oadt U A e &9 W W &, fSArs a4

g, d S+ MY BT o1 ffear € 1 89R U Sif JIHeR! SUae §, S99
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ST &I AT 33 HHeicH RAT g3 of, T4 & 16 A7 fSHquir &t & iR 17
@ TMGRT ¥T TaHe F J7 38 T

MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. K. Malaisamy. ...(Interruptions)... Dr. Malaisamy,

please go ahead.

DR. K. MALAISAMY: Sir, | have seen from the reply that a number of
complaints have been received, and they have been rightly referred to
the State Governments which are the implementing agencies. Sir, when,
in States, the persons involved in complaints are likely to be the ruling
party men, will there be a free and fair inquiry and corrective measures?
For that, what is your way out?

SHRI C.P. JOSHI: Sir, recently, we have given instructions to States
and we have also given them a direction that they should have a
concept of 'Ombudsman'. We are asking the State Governments to
appoint Ombudsmen in every district of their States, and this process is
continuing. In due course of time, we will review it and see to it that
this takes place.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Rajniti Prasad.

it ISIT Ul ¢ R, A A SO S )ved & 9ae fear ®, dr eled
negate & faaT & 3IX ®eT & 6 (@) W oY (€) TP gl ==} "No" &1 IR,
§ AR HA S W g AT d1edr § (4 g 242 BHeied gdl el 8, ar
(@) & PR (€) T I8 FHel b o Al 781 &, a=ax "No" g, ar I ufrere
& 7 TE <, RfF sm=aw No 27§ Ay #:t Sft & Ry s & go
=redl § fo NREGA &7 & agd ufds &1 & 3R foRId BROT 37 <l WRAR
T Y| AT BT AAT ST THR &, A5 7 U qsar 7 Sref NREGA S 9
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B 81 B 8T T, Al IAP [IY g87 W DIy ATeoTaR AT WOl BT HIH Bl ?
BT AT JaT © AR Bls Farel 781 o |

$ft Hf ot wwufly w@gw, NREGA & wa @ &1 funds adiq
Rs.40,000 crores ¥ | HMH Wy 4 U I8 Yol ¢ &b sizeable fund 1
SUINT &1 AT & | # gamr drear § & Rs.40,000 crores & yUIRFE # 1010
Feicd g5 Rfg g3 €1 37 1010 FWclcd ¥ 242 FHclcd § 9 #7717 13
HHeie YT €, ST8f U amount 7.72 crores &7 ¥, 39T 89 U8l dlel SR
d No ®er g1 W&l d& AT §awg 7 &el & f& NREGA &I 3l& & ¥
implement &= & T FIT ®HEH IST I & | AUURT ARG, &Y UH AT
"ewy district level Monitoring Committee &7 ¥exg | A< &8l & & a8
I 7SN H AT B, s SMeRT of iR 8 geer | Ombudsman &
AIg H FH S ARBRI bl da fhar g1 g7 MIS &7 RieeHd g &R @
21T A TN B b 91§ FF BIRRT IR W7 © b & TaHe I T F
S B 3R Ombudsman & #read § Al T TaHE HCH Bl Sld &1
¥ address & @% ur W& T, dr Lokpal @t Frgfed s9 9w &1 e &1 9@
address @) U@l 3R I8 B S @ | AR &I UTga |

2 ol g[aeT ¢ Ul ST, S OBART HaTel AT, 98 W S99 AdRd orl #
AT H3A S A g ST @rear g fb S 40 per cent siphoning off &1 arad
& NId IR H I8 ®el € b e Yo &1 off 81 & | § Io-1 =redr g &

UG Rrerd ey 5T I 9§ 7 3R 99 I WNGRN 0T WX WY

monitoring &l &Y Ur & &, ar &1 Central Monitoring Agency §99 &T
IR ¥, Fife NREGA & A1er § Hhefdl 9gd Sfed) & 7

(179 = 31m)
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it 9.9t Sirelt : ATl wEeY, AeT USY @ Ua deic & deg 7 IBN # fewe
g & 9 "N & A 9gd W&l IRER 8 BT ¥ IH e & 9
AT T U Bl SRBR DI AT Slid &R & fe1g forar ik CAG & i forar
for a8 st I &Y | 99 NLM & srdigede o Udl o &1 i fhar| We
are addressing this problem. ST I8 30 & 40 TR¥<C B &I Siphon &R &I
I PR T &, IT A T8l § | T g9P aN H YRI BRI U dxeb CAG &l
Sdicd BT Bl BIRRT B 2, 8 W TaHe F 9 o o @ § 3R
Obudsman & <7 ®RT & 9%, 89 W93 § (& g9 X8 &I Fam 3 & &,
IS IR H ST & G Fel dT I ST UTid | S SR hHe 30-40%hS
BT ST B BT &, § wwsrr g 6 a8 Rerfer gt 727 21
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Q. NO. 273

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please. Please observe decorum in the House.
SHRI T. K. RANGARAJAN: Sir, my first supplementary is: What is the
total value and percentage of the NPA, Non-Performing Assets, of these
banks?  What efforts are under way to reduce these outstanding
liabilities?
SHRI NAMO NARAIN MEENA: Sir, the NPA of the nationalised banks is
around 2.8 per cent at present, and efforts are being made to reduce
this NPA by issuing various circulars and instructions by the
Government, as well as, by the Reserve Bank of India.
SHRI T. K. RANGARAJAN: Sir, it is 2.8 per cent. By merely issuing
circulars will you be able to recover those monies? Big people,
heavyweights, have borrowed. There are 101 ways to escape from that
NPA and finally you will write them off. What exactly are you doing?

My second supplementary is this. | think there is a uniform policy.
What are you doing, as a Minister? Every Ministry is having the same
type of Non-Performing Assets. Take, for example, Indian Oil
Corporation.  Its Non-Performing Assets are to the tune of Rs.530
crores. There are two big people involved. | know who they are.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Supplementary, please.
SHRI T. K. RANGARAJAN: My supplementary is this. What is the
method that you are going to adopt?
MR. CHAIRMAN: We are running out of time. Do you want an answer

to your question or do you want to make a statement out of turn?
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SHRI T. K. RANGARAJAN: The question is: What are the immediate

steps taken by you to recover the money and to reduce the NPA?

SHRI NAMO NARAIN MEENA: Sir, several steps have been taken to
reduce the NPA, and there are guidelines from the Reserve Bank of
India to reduce the NPA and to recover the money. The banks are
using the OTS, One Time Settlement Scheme, as per the guidelines of
the Reserve Bank of India. The hon. Member would be happy to know
that by taking several steps, the NPA of the various banks is coming
down every year. The banks are recovering. The SARFAESI Act is
being followed in all the cases.

(Ends)
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DR. JANARDHAN WAGHMARE: Sir, my first supplementary is: What
major steps are you going to take to recover the losses? Have you
prepared any plan?
SHRI PRAFUL PATEL: Sir, there are various measures which have
been initiated to stem the extent of loss, that is, first to reduce the
quantum of expenditure and to make sure that there is revenue
enhancement. There is a difficult time for the aviation industry as also
for our national carrier. | am sure that various steps have been taken.
Since the time is less, | will send a proper answer in writing to the hon.
Member.

(Ends)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question Hour is over.

VK-LP/1N/12.00

(MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair)
PAPERS LAID ON THE TABLE

SHRI G.K. VASAN: Sir, | lay on the Table;

|. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under
sub-section (1) of Section 619A of the Companies Act, 1956:

(@) Ninth Annual Report and Accounts of the Ennore Port Limited
(EPL), Chennai, for the year 2008-09, together with the Auditor's
Report on the Accounts and the comments of the Comptroller
and Auditor General of India thereon.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Company.

Il. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under
Section 5(E) of the Dock Workers (Regulation of Employment)
Act, 1948:

(@) Fifty-eighth Administration Report and Annual Accounts of the
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erstwhile Bombay Dock Labour Board (Ex-BDLB), Mumbai, for
the year 2008-09, together with  the Auditor's Report on the
Accounts.

(b) Forty-eighth Administration Report and Annual Accounts of the
Visakhapatnam Dock Labour Board (VDLB),Visakhapatnam, for
the year 2008-09, together with the Auditors Report on the
Accounts.

(c) Review by Government on the working of the above Boards.

SHRI PRAFUL PATEL: Sir, | lay on the Table, a copy each (in English
and Hindi) of the following Notifications of the Ministry of Civil Aviation,
under Section 14 A of the Aircraft Act, 1934 together with Explanatory
Note on the Notifications:

(1) G.S.R. 744 (E), dated the 12" October, 2009, publishing the
Aircraft (Thirteenth Amendment) Rules, 2009.

(2) G.S.R. 757 (E), dated the 16" October, 2009, publishing the
Aircraft (Fifteenth Amendment) Rules, 2009.

(3) G.S.R. 823 (E), dated the 18" November, 2009, publishing
the Aircraft (Carriage of Dangerous Goods) Amendment Rules,
2009.

SHRI NAMO NARAIN MEENA: Sir, | lay on the Table;

l. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Finance
(Department of Financial Services) Notification No. S.O. 2383(E), dated the
15" September, 2009, publishing the Nationalised Banks (Management
and Miscellaneous Provisions) (Amendment) Scheme, 2009, under sub-
section (6) of Section 9 of the Banking Companies (Acquisition and
Transfer of Undertakings) Act, 1970.

Il. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Finance (Department
of Financial Services) Notification No. S.O. 2384(E), dated the
15" September, 2009, publishing the Nationalised Banks (Management
and Miscellaneous Provisions) (Amendment) Scheme, 2009, under sub-
section (6) of Section 9 of the Banking Companies (Acquisition and
Transfer of Undertakings) Act, 1980.

. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Finance
(Department of Financial Services) Notification No. S.O. 2402 (E), dated
the 18" September, 2009, publishing Corrigendum to S.0O. 2383 (E), dated
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the 15" September, 2009.

IV. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following Notifications of
the Ministry of Finance (Department of Financial Services), under sub-
section (3) of Section 48 of the Life Insurance Corporation of India Act,
1956:%

(1)  G.S.R. 631 (E), dated the 2™ September, 2009, publishing the
Life Insurance Corporation of India Class | Officers (Revision of
Terms and Conditions of Service) Amendment Rules, 2009.

(2) G.S.R. 753 (E), dated the 15" October, 2009, publishing the
Life Insurance Corporation of India (Special Allowance for In-
House Development of Actuarial Capability) Amendment Rules,
20009.

(3) G.S.R. 818 (E), dated the 12" November, 2009, publishing the
Life Insurance Corporation of India Development Officers
(Revision of Certain Terms and Conditions of Service) Rules,
20009.

V. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Finance (Department
of Economic Affairs) Notification No. G.S.R. 829 (E), dated the 17"
November, 2009, publishing the Coinage of the One Hundred Rupees and
Five Rupees coined to commemorate the occasion of 60 years of the
Commonwealth Rules, 2009, under sub-section (3) of Section 21 of the
Coinage Act, 1906.

VI. A copy (in English and Hindi of the Ministry of Finance
(Department of Economic Affairs) Notification G.S.R. 748 (E), dated the
13" October, 2009, publishing the Post Office Savings Account
(Amendment) Rules, 2009, under sub-section (3) of Section 15 of the
Government Savings Banks Act, 1873.

VII. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under
Section 29 of the Life Insurance Corporation Act, 1956:

(@) Fifty-second Annual Report and Accounts of the Life Insurance
Corporation for India (LIC), Mumbai, for the year 2008-09,
together with the Auditors Report on the Accounts.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above
Corporation.

(c) Thirty - ninth Valuation Report of the Life Insurance
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Corporation of India as on 31%' March, 2009.

VIIl. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the Annual Report on the
working and activities of the following Banks for the year 2008-09,
together with Accounts and Auditors Report thereon, under sub-section
(8) of Section 10 of the Banking Companies (Acquisition and Transfer of
Undertakings) Act, 1980:

1. Corporation Bank
2. Oriental Bank of Commerce
3. Vijaya Bank

IX. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the Annual Report on the
working and activities of the following Banks for the year 2008-09,
together with Accounts and Auditors Report thereon, under sub-section
(8) of Section 10 of the Banking Companies (Acquisition and Transfer of
Undertakings) Act, 1970:

1. Bank of Baroda
Canara Bank

Dena Bank

Indian Bank

Indian Overseas Bank
Punjab National Bank
UCO Bank

N o Ok~ N

SHRI NAMO NARAIN MEENA: Sir, | lay on the Table;

l. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Finance (Department
of Revenue) Notification No. G.S.R. 805 (E), dated the 10" November,
2009, amending Notification No. G.S.R. 277 (E), dated the 1* April, 2003,
to substitute certain entries in the original Notification, under Section 159
of the Customs Act, 1962, together with Explanatory Memorandum on the
Notification.

Il. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the following papers:

(@)Annual Report and Accounts of the National Institute of Public
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Finance and Policy, New Delhi, for the year 2008-09, together with
the Auditor's Report on the Accounts.

(b)Review by Government on the working of the above Institute.

SHRI MURLI DEORA: Sir, | lay on the Table;

l. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas Notification G.S.R. 812 (E), dated the 121 November, 2009,
publishing the Appellate Tribunal for the Petroleum and Natural Gas
(Procedure, Form, Fee and Record of Proceedings) Rules, 2009, under
Section 62 of the Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board Act, 2006.

Il. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas Notification G.S.R. 615 (E), dated the oo™ August, 2009,
amending Notification No. S.0O. 219 (E), dated the 26" March, 1981, to
substitute certain entries in the original Notification, under Section 10 of
the Qilfield (Regulation and Development) Act, 1948.

lll. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under
sub-section (1) of Section 619A of the Companies Act, 1956:

(@) Annual Report and Accounts of the Balmer Lawrie Investments
Limited (BLIL), Kolkata, for the year 2008-09, together with  the
Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments of the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(b) Ninety-second Annual Report and Accounts of the Balmer Lawrie
and Company Limited, Kolkata, for the year 2008-09, together
with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments of
the Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(c) Fifty-sixth Annual Report and Accounts of the Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Limited (BPCL), Mumbai, for the year 2008-09,
together with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the
comments of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India
thereon.

(d) Fifty-seventh Annual Report and Accounts of the Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL), Mumbai, for the vyear
2008-09, together with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts
and the comments of the Comptroller and Auditor General of
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India thereon.

(e) Fifth Annual Report and Accounts of the Indian Strategic
Petroleum Reserves Limited (ISPRL), New Delhi, for the year
2008-09, together with  the Auditor's Report on the Accounts
and the comments of the Comptroller and Auditor General of
India thereon.

() Annual Report and Accounts of the Biecco Lawrie Limited
(BIECCO), Kolkata, for the vyear 2008-09, together with the
Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments of the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(g) Forty-fourth Annual Report and Accounts of the Engineers India
Limited (EIL), New Delhi, for the year 2008-09, together with the
Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments of the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(h) Reviews by Government on the working of the above Companies.

IV. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers, under
sub-section (4) of Section 20 of the Qil Industry (Development) Act, 1974:

(@) Annual Report and Accounts of the QOil Industry Development
Board (OIDB), New Delhi, for the year 2008-09, together with
the Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments of the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above Board.

SHRI DINESH TRIVEDI: Sir, | lay on the Table;

l. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare (Department of Health) Notification S.O. 1868 (E), dated the
31%" July, 2009, regarding appointment of the 31%' July 2009, as the day
on which provision of Sections 36 to 47 of the Act shall come into force,
under Section 93 of the Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006.

Il. A copy (in English and Hindi) of the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare (Department of Health) Notification G.S.R. 651 (E), dated the
o™ September, 2009, publishing the Drugs and Cosmetics (5th
Amendment) Rules, 2009, under Section 38 of the Drugs and Cosmetics

Act, 1940.
lll. A copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following papers:
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(a) Annual Report of the AIDS Prevention and Control (APAC)
Project, Voluntary Health Services (VHS), Chennai, for the year
2008-09.

(b) Annual Accounts of the AIDS Prevention and Control (APAC)
Project, Voluntary Health Services (VHS), Chennai, for the year
2008-09, and the Audit Report thereon.

(c) Review by Government on the working of the above Project.

SHRI MUKUL ROY: Sir, | lay on the Table, under sub-section (1) of
Section 619A of the Companies Act, 1956, a copy each (in English and
Hindi) of the following papers:

(@) Thirty-seventh Annual Report and Accounts of the Cochin
Shipyard Limited (CSL), Kochi, for the year 2008-09, together
with  the Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments
of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(b) Review by Government on the working of the above
Company.

SHRI S. GANDHI SELVAN: Sir, | lay on the Table, under Section 38 of
the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940, a copy (in English and Hindi) of the
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (Department of AYUSH) Notification
G.S.R. 764 (E), dated the 20" October, 2009, publishing the Drug and
Cosmetics (Sixth Amendment) Rules, 2009, together with delay statement
on the Notification.

SHRI VILAS RAO DESHMUKH: Sir, on behalf of SHRI ARUN YADAYV, |
lay on the Table, a copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following
papers, under sub-section (1) of Section 619A of the Companies Act,
1956:

()(a) Thirty-seventh Annual Report and Accounts of the Scooters India
Limited (SIL), Lucknow, for the year 2008-09, together with  the
Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments of the
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Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(b) Twenty-fifth Annual Report and Accounts of the Tyre Corporation
of India Limited (TCIL), Kolkata, for the year 2008-09, together
with  the Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments
of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(c) Forty-fourth Annual Report and Accounts of the Triveni Structurals
Limited (TSL), Naini, Allahabad, for the year 2008-09, together with
the Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments of the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(d) Forty-ninth Annual Report and Accounts of the Tungabhadra Steel
Products Limited (TSPL), Hospet, Karnataka, for the vyear
2008-09, together with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts and
the comments of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India
thereon.

(e) Thirty-ninth Annual Report and Accounts of the Bharat Pumps
and Compressors Limited (BPCL), Naini, Allahabad, for the year
2008-09, together with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts and
the comments of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India
thereon.

() Fiftieth Annual Report and Accounts of the Heavy Engineering
Corporation Limited (HEC), Ranchi, for the year 2008-09, together
with  the Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments
of the Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(g) Annual Report and Accounts of the M/s Bridge and Roof
Company (India) Limited, Kolkata, for the year 2008-09, together
with the Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments of
the Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(h) Statement by Government accepting the above Reports.

(i)(a) Fifty-seventh Annual Report and Accounts of the Hindustan
Cables Limited (HCL), Kolkata, the year 2008-09, together with
the Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments of the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(b) Sixty-second Annual Report and Accounts of the NEPA Limited,
Nepanagar, Madhya Pradesh, for the year 2008-09, together with
the Auditor's Report on the Accounts and the comments of the
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Comptroller and Auditor General of India thereon.

(c) Reviews by Government on the working of the above Companies.

SHRI PRADEEP JAIN: Sir, | lay on the Table, a copy each (in English
and Hindi) of the following papers:

(@) Annual Report and Accounts of the Council for Advancement of
Peoples Action and Rural Technology (CAPART), New Delhi, for
the year 2007-08, together with the Auditor's Report on the
Accounts.

(b)  Statement giving reasons for the delay in laying the papers
mentioned at (a) above.

(Ends)
#it SURMHRT @ T S8 .. (9qgM).. H YS! 9 G, AR AT U1 Hie W

SV .. (g )..

REPORTS OF THE DEPARTMENT RELATED PARLIAMENTARY
STANDING COMMITTEE ON CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS

SHRI A.A. JINNAH (TAMIL NADU) : Sir, | lay on the Table, a copy each
(in English and Hindi) of the following Reports of the Department-related
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Chemicals and Fertilizers (2009-
10):

(i) First Report (Fifteenth Lok Sabha) on Demands for Grants
(2009-10) of the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers (Department
of Pharmaceuticals);

(i) Second Report (Fifteenth Lok Sabha) on Demands for Grants
(2009-10) of the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers (Department
of Fertilizers); and

(i) Third Report on Action Taken by the Government on the
recommendations of the Committee (2008-09) contained in their
Twenty-seventh Report (Fourteenth Lok Sabha) on Performance of
Fertilizer Industry in Public, Private and Cooperative Sectors.

(Ends)
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STATEMENTS OF THE COMMITTEE ON WELFARE OF
SCHEDULED CASTES AND SCHEDULED TRIBES

SHRI PRAVEEN RASHTRAPAL (GUJARAT): Sir, | lay on the Table, a
copy each (in English and Hindi) of the following Statements of the
Committee on the Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes:

(i) Final Action Taken Statements of the Government on the
Recommendations/Observations contained in Chapter - | of the
Twenty-seventh Report (Fourteenth Lok Sabha) on Reservation for
and Employment of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in
United India Insurance Company Limited.

(i) Final Action Taken Statements of the Government on the
Recommendations/Observations contained in Chapter - | of the
Thirtieth Report (Fourteenth Lok Sabha) on Reservation for and
Employment of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in

Airports Authority of India.
(Ends)
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MOTION FOR ELECTION TO THE NATIONAL SHIPPING BOARD
THE MINISTER OF SHIPPING (SHRI G.K. VASAN): Sir, | move the

following Motion:

That in pursuance of clause (a) of sub-section (2) of Section 4 of
the Merchant Shipping Act, 1958 (44 of 1958), read with sub-rule
(2) of Rule 4 of the National Shipping Board Rules, 1960, this
House do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Chairman may
direct, one Member from among the Members of the House, to
be a member of the National Shipping Board in the vacancy
caused due to the resignation of Shri Su. Thirunavukkarasar from
the membership of Rajya Sabha w.e.f. the o™ November, 2009.

The question was put and the motion was adopted.
(Ends)

it SUFHTART : T SMSY ..(Faem).. H Mua! a1 G, R 379 370 Hie W)
STEY . (ET)..
SHRI RAJNITI PRASAD: Sir, | may be allowed to speak.
7t SURAHTURT : ITSIRT TS ST, Y U e A1 a1 g, (@raem)..
(akg/10 TR SRY)

AKG-RG/10/12.05

il 37t a3 © HEIgy, B9 A o 9l 3T SrgEAR & Raa Arfey
AT &1 I8 SREAR QR B8 Bl ... (Faum) ...

it SugHTafey @ smue Privilege Notice feam €1 The Privilege Notice is under

the consideration of the Chairman.

i S7eft AR IR : HBIey, g 9gd TR AW T ... (FaY) ... PR &H

A BT ... (ATEM) ... §F AN B dgoold B Y&l & ... (GEF) ...
it SuFHfer : oY 93T ... (@EE™) ... § 94Q6r g ... (F9uE)



79
Uncorrected/ Not for publication- 08.12.2009

7 S7eft AR IRY @ DT SRIIR R BRH & aN H foRd ... (agr) ... A
R Y 3T fHar T T ... (FAuT) ... & AT AT " ¥ RS s SR
& RUIE & g3 © ... (@ggF) ..

AN IuUUfT : R 9EY, Y If3U ... (Fayr) ... Please sit down ...
(Interruptions) Nothing is going on record. ... (Interruptions)

it 3reft rav IRy ;¢

o STUUMT : 3T 3T Wi ... (FIUM) ... T SIRT W UGV ... (Fgg™) ...
ot wrfav 3relt : W), &9 3mueT protection AEd & ... (Fau™) ...

it SUHTUfer @ 3T @RI protection @ET € ... (AAYM) ... 3MT KT protection
HEd © ... (FgYH) ... Y ST ... (FaY™) ...

it | et :

st SUMHIURY : 1T R 91l ¥ & ... (&@9yr) ... Please sit down, | am on
my legs. Please sit down ... (Interruptions) TRgT, IR wEe, MU IfST

.. (TgY™) ... T FT PR B § ... (FIYH) ... ©iS T §fST ... (@raem) ... §
ST g, Y Iy IREY, o SgdR F ST $8 IART Gl §, SFd HU 3MMu
JIRAT BT U Privilege Notice fear & ... (&@gum™) ... e €, F SE®I merits
R T8l 9ieT Y87 g | S Afey faar 21 wed & @9 | the notice is under
the consideration of the hon. Chairman. Once he takes a decision, the
matter will be notified. $HF FW TEN Pl BRAE AR FaT H Tal o |
SHP HWR TH B WG F W Py AfeH T8l § 1 3R 3MY SHDI ISMT T8
2, dr 31T proper notice <, fb 3T S I3T Hdhd ¢ |

it AR ofelt - W), Aifew € ... (@) ...

ft SUIUfY @ BET ¥ Afeq? ... (au) ... $Ef § Afed? Aifew ar T8l § ...

(&eym™) ...Mr. Madhu, what is it that you want?(Interruptions) Where is

* Not recorded.
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the notice?(Interruptions) That is not the notice. Showing a newspaper
IS not the notice. You are all experienced Members. Please sit
down...(Interruptions) | agree that a Privilege Notice has been given.
That is under the consideration of the hon. Chairman. Beyond that,
there is no matter before this House, and it will not be taken
up...(Interruptions)

SHRI JESUDASU SEELAM: It is the request of all the
Members...(Interruptions)

St ST ; 3T T IEd 27 ... (FIuE) ... RS &Y ST HA1 IAX BT
HH TR T ... (FIEF) ... T I W Afed ARy fr RIS &7 Saat &1 T,
that will be considered. ... (Interruptions) 3T 39 dXg A -2l ST Thd ...

(Taem) ...

oY QISR 31l : TR, B9 3MUHT protection =mEd & ... (FaE™) ...

S IUFHTURT : 3T THR H IMUAT 3R BTSH BT &I 1T IR T & ... (9EM)
... 2Rgu, oUW =Ed ¥, 3PN $9d U proper notice &, dI g8 consider
AT S| oy S W BE, PR AT & $© &1 BN ... (FqU™) ... H U
g g YBT3 & o7 ... (@aw™) ... <Ray, sfisy urer off, o e & a9% ...

(eayr™) ... Nobody wants to listen. What can | do? ... (Interruptions)

SHRI D. RAJA: Sir, the issue is very simple. The issue is being raised
repeatedly in this House. The Government should make some
categorical assurance that the Report will be placed on the Table of the
House. That is all they want. The privilege matter is a separate issue.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is not for the Chair to ask the
Government to lay any Report on the Table of the House. If the
Government has not tabled the Report of any Commission of Inquiry,

you give a notice. Accordingly, it will be considered...(Interruptions)
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St aIR® IR : TR, 3 91T BT By IR 59 B8 ¥ SO AT ©, AT I8
ST ® o STeg-W-STeg s U9 fHar S0 ... (gum) ...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | have identified Shri N.K. Singh.

(19/ T R 1Y)

SCH-TDB/12.10/1P

2 TRE AR T TIRAT R, I8 RUIS I AESi~idh 81 bl &, olfh
I 3l T ST FHT & U OR I@T Tl 7 T 3R Sl 998 o AT Ay T
..(gY™)

it Iuwuufer SHifere § @ BT € ...(F9u™) IIR® oFaR Sil, § ®E e § &
IR 3MUHT RUIE AT &, dr M Aifesy ST ...(xgwum) In whatever form

which is available to you, give a notice. That will be considered, and

then it will be discussed. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: Sir, we have given the notice so many
time. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: There is no notice pending on this issue
before us. ...(Interruptions)... There is no notice pending before us.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: Sir, the Scheduled Castes, Dalits, Muslims
and Christians ...(Interruptions)... their benefit issue is...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It is just being raised, but there is no
structured notice before the Chair as to in which form you want to raise
it. ...(Interruptions)... There is a form...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: Sir, | am just making a point.
...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, | am telling you to give a notice.

...(Interruptions)...
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7 3TeTl AR IR BRW I BT © AR HAl aE} HifSAr & AW 999 § @
g ...(aym)

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: Sir, it has been raised in the Zero Hour.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI N.K. SINGH (BIHAR): Sir, | think that you would very kindly recall
that with your permission, in this very Session, | am not talking now of
the various other Sessions when this has been repeatedly raised, we
have raised this issue repeatedly at the time when the issue of Mr.
Chidambaram's laying the Liberhan Commission Report was being
considered. Many of the Members were agitated that this Report of the
Ranganath Mishra Commission, which is available freely under the RTI,
fully printed in newspapers, media debates are going, should be laid on
the Table of the House. Sir, the hon. Minister of State in the Prime
Minister's Office, who was present on that day, seems to have given
some kind of an indication that the Government was taking note of the
serious observations which the Members were making for lack of
disclosure of a Report which is now publicly available. So, | think, it is
only fair, Sir, that you direct the Government that they must come out
with a more coherent response to a matter which is agitating all of us.
...(Interruptions)...

2} el AR AR BTSY Il V8T € 3} H3] GEX didl %8 &, I§ b Tl

..(FaY™)

it 3rell 3FER NRY: WX UE BT DI AAHEAT BT HATT &, &S BT A@I
ST ST TET & ...(TaeT)
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Unless the report is under the Commission

of Inquiries Act, it is not possible for the Chair to direct the Government
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to lay all the reports which the Government gets. ...(Interruptions)... 3mq

SRT GHT T ...(9q9™) wig SRT J3 a1d gEw | ... (Faem) If the report is
under the Commission of Inquiries Act, the Government is duty-bound to
lay the report within the stipulated time under the Commission of
Inquiries  Act. There are several reports which are before the
Government. And at this stage, | will not be able to say much because |
don't know whether it is under the Commission of Inquiries Act or not. If
it is under the Commission of Inquiries Act, then, give the notice why the
Government has not laid the report within six months, as stipulated in
the Act. Then, the Chair will consider it. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT (WEST BENGAL): Sir, may | raise a point?
...(Interruptions)... Sir, there are procedures in Parliament in which the
Chair gives protection to the Members of the House who, across party
lines, have raised the issue that the Ranganath Mishra Commission
Report should be laid in Parliament. We may have differences. There
may be some who say that it should not be implemented, there are
those of us who feel that it should definitely be implemented. But, the
point is, when public money is being spent, so much time, energy and
money is spent, all the Members are agitated saying lay it on the Table
of the House, Sir, you can, as the custodian of the interests and the
rights of all the Members in the House, at least, indicate to the
Government that it would be appropriate for them to lay the Report on
the Table. ...(Interruptions)... Just examine the matter, Sir.
...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The Chair will have to examine it.

...(Interruptions)... The Chair will examine whether it can issue a direction
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to lay the Report. ...(Interruptions)... | will have to examine it. | cannot

say that...(Interruptions)...

2 ARF IFaR: I8 YR BISH B! HIGAT 78I W &, 3 MY AT §RT 39 W

ST HRIATE! HINY ... (aer)

it Syt Sia T

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: Sir, the hon. Members have already
expressed their viewpoints. ...(Interruptions)... Let the Report be tabled in
the House. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | hope the Government has taken note of the
feelings of the hon. Members. ...(Interruptions)... It is for the Government
to react. | cannot give any direction to the Government to lay the
Report. ...(Interruptions)...

(Followed by 19-kgg)

kgg-psv/19/12.15
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let us take up the Calling Attention.

(Interruptions)

SHRI D. RAJA: Under what Act the Ranganath Misra Commission was
constituted is not the issue we are challenging. We want... (Interruptions)
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You are asking the Government to lay the
report. That is the point. (Interruptions)

SHRI D. RAJA: You can ask the Government...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Under what rule can | ask? (Interruptions)
SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: Sir, ask the Minister to respond.
(Interruptions) Just a direction will do. (Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | would request the hon. Members to

maintain order. The Members' feeling is known to the Government. |
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hope the Government would take note of what the feeling of the
Members is. (Interruptions) #=ft ®T HX ¥ 7 ..(AIUH)... IE BBl &7
...(xTqU™)... 3T et I &, MY Afed Y 7 ...(aem)... 31 St 7§39+
fear g, omg Aifes Y ... (caaum). ..

SHRIMATI BRINDA KARAT: No, Sir, that is not enough. (Interruptions)
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Beyond this, | cannot say anything.
(Interruptions)

The House is adjourned for fifteen minutes.

The House then adjourned at seventeen minutes past twelve of the
clock.
SSS/1R/12.30

The House reassembled at thirty-two minutes past twelve of the clock,
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let us now take up Calling Attention
Motion.

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: Sir, it is a matter of concern. We had
raised the matter. Already the Minister of Minority Affairs has gone to
the television channel and announced that he is going to implement the
Ranganath Mishra Commission Report.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Where?

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: In the TV channel he did it but in the
Parliament he is not raising. It is a serious thing. The Minister of
Minority Affairs has gone to the TV channel and announced that he is
going to implement the...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: When?
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SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: Just now. He has gone to the TV studio
in the Parliament. Sir, it is a serious thing. The Minister has gone to
the TV studio and announced that he is going to implement the
recommendations of the Ranganath Mishra Commission Report. What is
this? (Interruptions) Let the Parliamentary Affairs Minister come here.

# ofctl AN IR @ B T VBT © IR MHFRER diE} SR dld T
g ..(rqem)

SHRI PENUMALLI MADHU: Look at the darkness. (Interruptions). Sir,

you have to protect us. (Interruptions)

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | don't know...(Interruptions)

PROF. P. J. KURIEN: Sir, we have already sent for the Parliamentary
Affairs Minister to be here and give his reaction on this.

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: Till then, Sir, you can adjourn the House.
Let the Minister come. What is wrong in it? It is a matter of concern of
the minority community and the backward sections of our society.
Naturally,...

PROF. P. J. KURIEN: You allow the business to resume. The Minister
will come. Sir, the Parliamentary Affairs Minister will be...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He will be coming and then we can take it
up.

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: It is a matter of concern and related to
the minority community and the backward sections of our society.
PROF. P. J. KURIEN: Please allow the business to resume. The
Parliamentary Affairs Minister will be coming.

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: How can it be possible?
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He will be coming and, then, we will take it
up.
PROF. P. J. KURIEN: Sir, the Parliamentary Affairs Minister will be
coming soon. Let him allow the business to resume.
SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: Sir, it is a matter of concern and related
to the millions of people in this country belonging to the minority and
backward community. Let the Minister come and assure the House
when they are going to lay the Report on the table of the House. When
is he going to come? (Interruptions)
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He has come. (Interruptions)
it SuwHTafer @ 3Ny SfSy | . (rawm).. Iy 9fSy T .. (rawr)

(followed by NBR/1S)

-SSS/NBR-AKA/1S/12.35.
SHRI N.K. SINGH: Mr. Minister, at least, you could have informed us

first...(Interruptions)...You could have informed the House first
...(Interruptions)...We are told that you have made some comments
about the Report on some TV channel...You inform wus first
...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The House is agitated about non-laying of
the Ranganath Misra Commission Report on the Table. The Report has
been published in some newspaper. This matter has been raised in the
House two or three times...(Interruptions)...One minute. One minute
...(Interruptions)...Since the hon. Minister was not there, | am just

explaining...(Interruptions)...Not briefing...(Interruptions)...
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THE MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) OF THE
MINISTRY OF MINORITY AFFAIRS (SHRI SALMAN KHURSHEED): Mr.
Deputy Chairman, Sir, | am grateful that the hon. Members have
expressed their concern, desire and anxiety to see the Report. To tell
you the truth, Sir, the matter is under consideration of the Government.
We had said so. There was also a requirement under the RTI. We
were asked to disclose it under the RTI. The matter is before the High
Court.  So, it is sub judice. We have told to High Court exactly the
same thing. The matter is being considered actively by the Government.
As soon as the Government takes a decision, we will bring it before the
House. There is no question of not brining it before the House.

SHRI SABIR ALI: Sir, this is not the matter. We are asking the
Government to lay the Report on the Table of the House
...(Interruptions)...We want the hon. Minister to lay it on the Table of the
House...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What is that you want? ...(Interruptions)...
Please sit down...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SABIR ALIl: Sir, the hon. Minister is delaying the matter
...(Interruptions)...We are asking as to when the Report would be laid on
the Table of the House...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You see, the Minister has said that the
matter is under consideration of the Government...(Interruptions)...l
cannot go beyond that...(Interruptions)...No, no...(Interruptions)...Mr. Sabir
Ali, please go to your seat...(Interruptions)...The point is, you wanted
response from the Government and the Government has responded.

The matter ends there.
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SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Sir, when is the hon. Minister going to
place it on the Table of the House?...(Interruptions)...At least, that
assurance the hon. Minister can give...(Interruptions)...

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: Sir, at least, this assurance has to be
given to the House...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The point is, you wanted the response of the
Government and the Government has responded...(Interruptions)...The
matter ends there...(Interruptions)...

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: He can give an assurance to the
House...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: This will be discussed it in the Business
Advisory Committee...(Interruptions)...Let us continue with the Business
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SALMAN KHURSHEED: Sir, the House still has to debate an
earlier Report of a very great importance. The other House is debating
it...(Interruptions)...What is the hurry?...(Interruptions)...First  we  will
discuss the Liberahan Report...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SABIR ALIl: Sir, the hon. Minister is misleading the House
...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, you wanted response of the
Government. The Government has responded. Now, let us take up the
Calling Attention...(Interruptions)...The present status of the W.T.O.

negotiations, Shri Moinul Hassan...(Interruptions)...

S} 3rell IR IR @ TBT I H TR KT RFpd & ..(FIY).. T gaT
SIT 81T H | .. (Taem)...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | have already called him...(Interruptions)..l
have already taken up...(Interruptions)...What is the matter? 3o sfeT|
..(TFETE). AR 1Ed, oMy §fsv| ..(Fgum)..
SHRIMATI JAYA BACHCHAN (UTTAR PRADESH): Sir, the reply given
by the hon. Minister is the same that was given by hon. Minister who
was in-charge of this portfolio. We are hearing the same thing again.
We want that this Report be placed by tomorrow. Please. You cannot
say it is not possible. You cannot keep on postponing it for years
together. Whom are you supporting? Whom do you want to cover?
This is not fair. We have been asking in the House and the hon.
Minister for laying the Report. His predecessor had said the same thing.
Now, he is saying the same thing. We are not ready to listen the same
thing for the second time.

(Ends)
SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD (BIHAR): Sir, we have a different,
distinct view about this issue. But, | am raising only one thing. | saw
the hon. Minister on a channel in question. He said, 'within six months |
am going to bring it." Is it fair on his part, when the Session is going
on, to make this kind of a policy statement on a TV channel
...(Interruptions)...This is a very fundamental issue...(Interruptions)...The
hon. Minister may kindly explain this to the House...(Interruptions)...
SHRI SALMAN KHURSHEED: Sir, | need to explain to my learned
friend. My learned friend has been | & B Minister. He should watch
television a little more carefully. We were being asked whether in our

Manifesto...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: | have seen and listened to every word
of yours, Mr. Minister.

SHRI SALMAN KHURSHEED: You cannot force words into my mouth.
We have very clearly said in our Manifesto that we are going to take a
view on OBC Lists, which includes OBC Minority people. Sir, you know
Karnataka model and Kerala, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh models.
We have committed to this model in our Manifesto.

(CONTD. BY PB "1T")

-NBR/PB/1T/12.40
SHRI SALMAN KHURSHEED (CONTD.): Nothing has been said about

this Report. | can get my learned friend a copy of the CD. If he had
only watched carefully, he would have known that | cannot and will not
say anything on the Report because | do understand some parliamentary
procedures as well. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He has clarified. ...(Interruptions)... He has
clarified. ...(Interruptions)... He has clarified. ...(Interruptions)... He has
clarified, please. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SABIR ALI: Sir, through you, | would like to put only one
question. My question is, whether they are going to table the Report or
not?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You see, they have said, 'it is under
consideration.' Now, whether they do it or not, | cannot say.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SABIR ALI: You should ask. ...(Interruptions)... You should ask,

when will it be done? ...(Interruptions)...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No; no ...(Interruptions)... Now, Mr. Moinul
Hassan. ...(Interruptions)... Mr. Moinul Hassan. ...(Interruptions)... Mr.
Moinul Hassan, call the attention of the Minister. ...(Interruptions)... Call

the attention of the Minister. ...(Interruptions)..

CALLING ATTENTION ON THE PRESENT STATUS OF
W.T.O. NEGOTIATIONS

SHRI MOINUL HASSAN (WEST BENGAL): Sir, | beg to call the
attention of the Minister of Commerce and Industry to the present status
of the WTO Negotiations. ...(Interruptions)...

THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (SHRI ANAND
SHARMA): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, the Doha Round of trade
negotiations at the World Trade Organisation (WTO) has been underway
since 2001. The years 2007 and 2008 saw intensive discussions and
considerable progress on many elements of the Agriculture and non-
agricultural market access (NAMA) modalities. (These include the
formulae and methodology for cutting tariffs on agricultural and industrial
goods, reducing domestic subsidies in agriculture, phasing out export
subsidies as well as the contours of flexibilities/exemptions from tariff
cuts on both agricultural and industrial goods.)

The July 2008 WTO Mini Ministerial meeting ended without any
agreement on some key issues like special safeguard mechanism (SSM)
in agriculture and sectoral initiatives in NAMA.

Following the impasse at the July 2008 mini-Ministerial, members
expressed the need for an early resumption of talks. Based on

subsequent discussions, the Chairs of the Agriculture and NAMA
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Negotiating Groups brought out revised draft modalities on 6 December 2008.
The draft modalities are available at the WTO site too.

India has always been a strong protagonist of the multilateral trading
system. We have consistently maintained that an early conclusion of the Doha
Round is in our best interests.

Going by the commitment expressed by world leaders at international
meetings for an early conclusion of the Doha Round, India took the initiative
to re-energise the on-going discussions, by holding an informal Ministerial
Meeting during September, 2009. The meeting signalled considerable political
enthusiasm for an early conclusion of the Doha Round.

Discussions at the WTO have been resumed at the Senior Officials'
level on technical requirements and modalities.

The 7" WTO Ministerial meeting was held in Geneva from 30th
November-3rd December, 2009. The general theme for discussion was "The
WTO, the Multilateral Trading System and the Current Global Economic
Environment."

The Conference was not a substantive negotiating round but a platform
for Ministers to review the functioning of WTO, including the Doha Round,
and to discuss issues such as monitoring and surveillance of disputes,
accessions, Aid for Trade, technical assistance and international
governance.

The main negotiating issues and the key elements from India's
perspective in the Doha Round are to honour the development dimension;
protecting the interest of poor farmers and industry and seeking greater
market opportunities for its farmers and industry.

India has been engaging with its coalition partners to ensure that

India's key interests are maintained. (Ends)
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Moinul Hassan; you have seven
minutes.

SHRI MOINUL HASSAN (WEST BENGAL): Sir, the 7" WTO Ministerial
meeting was held in Geneva from 30" November to 3" December, 2009.
Sir, the main theme of the discussion was "The WTO, the Multilateral
Trading System and the Current Global Economic Environment".

Sir, my point is, the Ministerial meeting was held at the backdrop
of the global economic crisis which has led to a collapse in global trade.
According to the WTO estimates, the global trade has seen at least 9
per cent decline in 2009. Our country is not out of the purview of this

crisis. (Contd. by 1u/SKC)

1u/12.45/skc
SHRI MOINUL HASSAN (Contd.): So, every citizen wants to know how

we protect our interests in different areas, particularly, agriculture and
employment-intensive small-scale industries.

Sir, WTO consists of various negotiating groups in Geneva, and,
as | understand, they are carrying out negotiations in a non-transparent
manner. They believe that India has substantially moved away from its
earlier position, particularly, in agriculture. May | know from the hon.
Minister, what the message of the WTO talks is to the farming
community of our country, especially the small peasantry engaged in
largely rain-fed agriculture? So far as industrial tariff is concerned, due to
the present economic recession, our employment intensive industries like
textile, leather garments, leather goods, gems and jewellery, have

already faced a devastating effect. What have we done to protect our
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indigenous industry when developed countries are trying to open new
markets for their flagging industry?

Sir, we are all aware of the WTO talks. The two sides appear
unwilling to offer concession over agricultural subsidies and industrial
products. That has caused an eight-year stalemate. In his interview after
the conclusion of the mini-Ministerial meeting, the Minister was quite
optimistic and said, "It has narrowed". What is the situation after the
mini-Ministerial talks so far? Sir, after the meeting, which was held
recently, the United States called on developing countries to make
"meaningful market opening". But Brazil said that it is "unreasonable".
May | know our country's opinion? What is the Ministry's opinion? What
is India's opinion? Ultimately what action was taken by WTQO?

Sir, the other point that | would like to make in response to the
reply given by the hon. Minister is about the basic structure of WTO.
The WTO is now behaving like an arbitrator and promoter of free trade.
It should be an advisory council to plan the foreign trade system in such
a manner as to protect the interests of all, especially the developing
countries. What is the Government doing to channelize WTQO's efforts in
that direction?

Lastly, Sir, farmers' control over seed is the basic necessity for
food security and biodiversity. But this may be lost by the patent laws
and new seed laws. Would the Government think about it and protect
our country's interest? (Ends)
SHRI N.K. SINGH (BIHAR): Sir, | think the Minister for Commerce is
somewhat lucky, because, fortunately, the moments of inconvenient truth

will be confronted by his colleague in Copenhagen, and not in Geneva,
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not for what he has done or not done, but because, perhaps, the
unemployment rates in the United States being very high, and with
Obama's distractions with climate change and health issues, it would
take the heat off him for a little while, and for a little while, perhaps,
Copenhagen would be warmer and hotter than Geneval Having said this,
Sir, there is the Doha Round and the way in which we are going is a
quagmire. And the Minister must pull India out of this quagmire in which
we have landed ourselves. What is this quagmire, Sir? It arises out of
four critical issues. The first critical issue is, why, in the negotiating
priority, did we fail to accord services the highest priority as compared
to industrial tariffs and agriculture?

(Contd. by hk/1w)

HK/1w/12.50
SHRI N.K. SINGH (CONTD.): We know that tariffs on industry are

already quite low. So, the advantages which we will get would be
nominal. We also know that given our limited export capability on
agriculture, we would have limited advantage in terms of agriculture.
Why, therefore, has the services sector -- where India has such an
enormous comparative advantage in terms of movement of natural
persons -- been accorded a much lower priority than issues of
agriculture and issues of industry? Would the Minister consider
reversing this priority to be able to accord to services the priority it

deserves?
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My second important question, Sir, is: Why has India agreed to a
formula for reduction of non-agricultural tariffs which has minimised our
bargaining advantage that we had by virtue of unilateral and autonomous
liberalisation which we have pursued since Doha Round 20017 You are
aware of the fact, Sir, that the Doha Round is about improving access.
India had unilaterally decided to cut its tariffs very, very significantly from
the time even when the Doha Round began to today when peak tariffs
have been brought down from 50 per cent to no more than 15 per cent.
India failed to get reciprocal advantages by some form of concessions in
the market of developed countries. Far from converting these tariffs
really into base tariffs, we are on the reverse being asked to further
lower these tariffs and to engage in negotiations with the United States,
particularly on products which are of special interests to them under the
garb of harmonisation or special interest category.

So, my second question to the Minister is: Would he redress the
balance in terms of having accepted a coefficient formula, the so-called
Swiss formula, which Minister does not give us the advantage of
because the burden is against us? We have already agreed unilaterally
to a whole slew of reduction and we have not got any reciprocal
advantage from the countries in terms of access to their markets. So,
would you wish to reverse the negotiating strategy to bring greater
balance?

My third question, Sir, is that in the negotiations on agriculture
itself, India has not pressed hard enough on the proposals for
disciplining the so-called green-box subsidies as decoupled income

support which is being widely used, if | may say so, widely abused, by
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countries in the European community. We know that although this is
about improved market access, there is a category, Sir, which you all
know, called the green-box which is kept exempt from the application of
tariff reduction. Several things are being put in the Green box. What the
developed countries are doing is, they are using the Green box by
introducing elements as decoupled income realising that you cannot
have decoupled income divorced from production processes, divorced
from product processes and seek the advantage which, in the long run,
would prove very distortionary and inject a degree of volatility on support
for agriculture. Even though 80 per cent of the tax on agriculture has
been agreed, would the hon. Minister redo and revisit the Green box,
particularly bring in greater discipline and eliminate what | call this
particular income support measure by backdoor in which they will be
protecting ourselves and our agriculture would have been left vulnerable?

My fourth question, Sir, is related to the recent proposal which we
made to the Secretariat in July 2009. It is ironic and | will seek your
submission to read what the proposal was. The proposal which we
made for restructuring the WTO was going to invest the Secretariat of
the WTO with vast authorities over and above what is being proposed
for member countries. This is what we said in our July 2009 proposal.
We said that "India will favour an arrangement for monitoring of recent
developments and members on trade disciplines would be covered by
the Committee based on compilation by the Secretariat or developments
between formal meetings and verified by the members concerned." If
this proposal was to be accepted, then the initiative for policing the

WTO rules will pass from the hands of members to the hands of the



99
Uncorrected/ Not for publication- 08.12.2009

Secretariat, which is, certainly, not a very desirable outcome. Finally,
Sir, | think the Minister needs to address himself to one critical issue.

(Contd. by 1x/KSK)

KSK/12.55/1X
SHRI N.K. SINGH (CONTD): We have been taught in Elementary

Economics by Watson that trade is an engine of growth; trade fosters
multiplier effects in income gains; trade fosters reduction of poverty.
The instrument of WTO today is being abused against developing
countries. Sometimes, they raise the issue of labour standards. Today,
the most favourite thing is raising the issue of Carbon tax to misuse the
instrument of trade as a new instrument of exploitation. Would the hon.
Minister assure the House that integrity of what the WTO, which is
meant for being principally a trade body, does not get diverted into the
exploitation of emerging economies like ours under the pretext of new
subterranean kinds of influences on labour, climate change, and other
things which come under the fanciful and more fashionable purview of
the more major economies of the world? Sir, we would like a final
assurance that trade which we are pursuing, liberalisation which we are
pursuing, will remain an engine of growth and engine of poverty
reduction and not be converted into a new organ for the exploitation of
new emerging markets like India.

(Ends)
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: There is an announcement to be made by

the hon. Minister.
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STATEMENT RE: DECODING OF HUMAN GENOME BY
INDIAN SCIENTISTS

THE MINISTER OF STATE (INDEPENDENT CHARGE) OF THE
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY (SHRI PRITHVIRAJ
CHAVAN): Sir, | am happy to inform the august House that the
Scientists of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR),
working at the Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology (IGIB), for
the first time, have successfully decoded the full human genome in India.
Sir, the first human genome sequence in the world was a result of
International Human Genome Project comprising of scientists of six
countries.  This large collaborative Project began in 1990, and the
sequencing was completed in 2003. This spectacular feat, at that time,
was hailed equivalent to the man landing on the moon. India could not
be part of this initiative in early 1990s because of resource constraints.
With the completion of first few human genomes sequence in India, we
are now in the league of few selected countries like the United States,
the United Kingdom, China, Canada and Korea. Scientists at CSIR
could achieve this feat by adopting new technology and by effectively
integrating complex computational and bioinformatics tools with high
throughput analytical capability using super-computers. The sequencing
of first human genome in India, therefore, sets the stage for India's entry
into the elite club which will open up new possibilities in diagnostics,
treatment and low-cost affordable healthcare in future for the masses.

(Ends)
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CALLING ATTENTION ON THE PRESENT STATUS OF
WTO NEGOTIATIONS (CONTD.)

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI ARUN JAITLEY): Sir, the
Doha round almost stands stalemated. In my view, Sir, there are few
basic reasons that this appears to be happening. Sir, there are three
changes which have taken place over the last one decade in the global
trade negotiations. Initially, the trade negotiations were essentially driven
by the developed world. Today, there is a change of imbalance of
power. Today, the developing countries, particularly after the formation
of several groups like G-20, have also acquired a say in the functioning
of the WTO and in the negotiations. So, the balance of power itself has
slightly altered. The second is a change in the global economy which
has taken place that across the world, consumers prefer to buy services
and goods which are cheaper and are of the best quality. Therefore,
instead of the developed world, the balance with regard to services and
with regard to goods is now tilting in favour of low-cost economies. As
a result of this, we get some obvious advantages. The third, Sir, is a
change in the agenda also. Initially, the agenda in relation to agriculture
was market access. And, today, it is being counter-balanced by the
whole suggestion that there cannot be market access; trade distortions
in form of trade distorting subsidies are reduced, rationalised and some
of them even finally eliminated. Sir, Mr. N.K. Singh put a very relevant
question with regard to the state of negotiations in the services sector.
Now, this is one sector in which India is capable of providing the world
with a very large number of low-cost services, both in the matter of

movement of natural persons and also in the matters relating to various
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other forms of services, including outsourcing etc. Now, the service
negotiations, instead of being multilateral, are either bilateral or
plurilateral, for which offers and responses are going on. Obviously, it
appears that the developed world is not very keen, as far as the pace of
these negotiations is concerned. In the services sector, they are keen
essentially on areas like financial services, retail being opened up, and
there is a conscious go-slow as far as these areas of keen interest to
India are concerned.

(continued by 1y - gsp)

GSP-MCM-1Y-1.00
SHRI ARUN JAITLEY (CONTD.): So, my first query to the Minister is:

what is the position of negotiations as far as the services sector,
particularly, in these areas is concerned.

Secondly, Sir, agriculture is of key interest to us for the reason
that more than sixty per cent of India is employed, or, even, under
employed, as far as agriculture is concerned. Now, the agricultural
negotiations have virtually been stalemated, and, today, the key to the
entire pace of movement in the WTO is such that the manufacturing
sector, the NAMA negotiations, the services negotiations are not moving
because agricultural negotiations are stalemated. And, the reason why
agricultural negotiations is stalemated is that unless the subsidies are
rationalised, some of them completely eliminated, and, some of them
substantially reduced, there can't be a level-playing field. We cannot
expect our subsistence farmer to compete with the highly subsidised
farmer who gets almost a billion dollars a day from the developed

economies in the world towards his subsidisation; his products are going
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to be much cheaper than ours, and, will, obviously, push us out of the
market.

Now, as far as the subsidies are concerned, various proposals are
there. The Minister in his statement has said, "the negotiating groups
brought out a revised modality on 6" December, 2008". | have two fears
as far as the blanks in these drafts are concerned. And, my two
questions in this area relate to these blanks. Firstly, Sir, as far as the
subsidies are concerned, even though there is a broad consensus
building up that the export subsidies should be finally eliminated, with
regard to the other form of subsidies, it is not the green box subsidies,
which are going unregulated in the name of environment protection and
livestock protection, even the amber box and the blue box subsidies,
there is a lot of box-shifting which is taking place in the various
proposals. And, the net consequence is going to be that the amount of
money which goes into the pocket of the farmer in the developed
countries substantially will not come down over the next decade or
more, and, if in the hope of this being somewhat altered because of the
drafts, and, the actual money not coming down, we open our markets
to agriculture, the consequence will be an inflow of agricultural products
from all over the world, which our farmers will not compete with. Even if
we keep our tariffs high, Sir, any surplus, if we have, will not be able to
get into the global market, will be dumped into our own markets, and,
therefore, will depress our markets. So, in either case, the subsidised
agriculture, whether it enters our markets or not, is destructive of the
interests of the Indian farmer. Therefore, what is the specific proposal

which you have, and, what is the kind of figure, in relation to each of
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these areas of subsidy, which the Government of India thinking of
putting across as far as the negotiations are concerned.

Sir, the second question on agriculture is equally important, and,
the question is, what is the proposal on the table to reduce the customs
tariffs on various agricultural products as far as the developed and the
developing countries are concerned? Sir, India has an approximately
692-odd tariff lines, unless the figure has now somewhat altered. Now,
these changes are going to be brought about in the duty-structures on
the bound rates. If we go by the figures -- which we are now reading,
particularly, in the international media -- of reduction of approximately
30-odd per cent as far as countries like India is concerned, on how
many of our tariff lines, will our bound rates come down in comparison
to our present applied rates. If many of them in the Doha Round get
protected, the real danger will then arise in the post-Doha Round, that
is, the next round, where the figure, instead of 70 - 80 products, will
probably reach 200 or 300 products. | mean, India is an economy,
where even if in relation to five products, the farmer gets distressed by
the inflow of foreign goods, then, his own goods, the pricing gets
distressed, then, it is lakhs of farmers or millions of farmers in each tariff
line, who are going to be adversely affected.

Lastly, Sir, what is the state of negotiations as far as the NAMA
negotiations are concerned, or, is it completely stalemated without any
progress at all?

Finally, Sir, before | conclude, | just want to give one suggestion
to the hon. Minister. There have been in different areas of governance,

several illustrations -- Mr. Singh referred to the climate change
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negotiations, | am not repeating our position on that -- where we seem
to be getting pressured by the developed world.
(Contd. by sk-12)

GS-SK/1Z2/1.05
SHRI ARUN JAITLEY (CONTD.): As far as trade is concerned, foreign

policy and trade policy never makes together. You may be the best of
friends with certain countries but your trading interests, Sir, always at
variance with them. Europe and United States are litigating against each
other as far as the WTO is concerned. So, my suggestion to the
Minister would be that please keep the current close proximity and the
foreign policy emanating out of that and the pressure emanating out of
that away as far as India's trading policy is concerned. Thank you.
(Ends)
SHRI M.V. MYSURA REDDY (ANDHRA PRADESH): Thank you, Sir.
As everybody knows, in these negotiations, the United States is the
important player. But they are negotiating without any Fast Track
Authority from their Congress or Parliament. They are going on
negotiating for their advantage. As our learned colleague, N.K. Singh,
said, the major portion of the subsidies are in the Green Box. These
subsidies are non-negotiable. If it is so, how the Indian farmer gets a
level-playing field in the international market?
The second thing | understand is that the USA is pressurising for
increasing the safeguard in agriculture up to 20 per cent. | think, it is
almost accepted or going to be accepted at around 5 per cent. | would

like the hon. Minister to explain India's position on this.
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In the industrial sector and also in the chemicals and
pharmaceuticals sector, | understand, they are requesting for reducing
the customs duty to zero per cent. Once it is done, their products will
flood our market and our chemicals and pharmaceutical sector will be
largely hit.  So, what is the Government planning to protect these
sectors?

Then, Sir, the Geneva Meeting is also over. But, still there is a lot
of confusion about the negotiations, what is happening in the
negotiations. | request the Minister to publish a White Paper on what is
happening in the negotiations.

Then, Sir, the Government has to educate the Indian farmer about
the pros and cons of these negotiations and about the WTO outcome. |
would like to know from the Minister the steps taken by the Government
to empower the agriculturists. Thank you.

(Ends)
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Amar Singh, you just wanted to

intervene because somebody else is speaking from your Party.
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SURTERT (Y10 dtosio Rew) derita gul
ag fosg AR 9T, 3y carbon emission ¥ X MY, S AT &b
3T, SFR®T & 3T ge <& <ifvrg, I8t WY get <& ARy, & ®Ig amufy =g
g1 BH IMUd UI-3MRET e H, U-Sddt® dhell & s I, d' I8 Toidd
aifeT &1, =g WTO &1 HMel 81, 99 § A §HUo HRY, offe faaeh feami
& GHEA H AN IR & (Bl BT WAV SHIEAF B 8, I€ T &4 gl
AR, & A R Y SR 3T MRt & 91 81, ST & R IRY|
()
(2T Tx 3rm)

ASC-YSR/1.10/2A

1t gOrIOT AR (SR UQen): F2Iy, Il AT #A1 S 7SIl (U1 gared fear
g, I94 I/ Pel © & "<IeT SR A YR & uRUe ¥ ardl & =T e U4
HEqqul fquy fadbrarce S Fadl BRI YT 61, TR fharr vd SERT S
& Al BT AREUT HRAT IR U fHar gd N g ARBIED AR AR
OIS AT & 1"

§ goerr € % 97 92 W onfl 9@ @is HeAfa T8l & 7 | o fo e
AT Al 7 HY & aF F SR FaT & &7 § I8 YT O[T T, Wy AR
P WRBR AR fa2iyey ST g9R fager 9301 &, 7 sa+ 31fd Scaed & f 9 sR1aR
sadl HfeT & T a8 WRRT £ 3T 9Fd © fb fisg R daeT &
WIET, W[ a Qd ey AR & SIRY, GFRT & Qe & dRrsl IRl & IR
BN TR & [ A qad S & folg o 75 oA, AfhT I8 AT U I 7
3BT XBT| ST o AT AT 7 HET & & W7 H S qou~T T e
I &, IIPT dAdTeT & 3R S/IT S db-ild! axld I 99 9910 8, 9 g9R
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fIog €1 Rifed Isdiwxor iRk WTO &1 Hfiftl & &g foy S & a9 | &
gfaror ORET A oY &R TR @ @ &R @It 8 T 21 UNDP & IrfuR
OECD & <% U& & # Udh 3R SIeR & dfeds! qd & | $iY Far W
OECD gRT fbU ¢ &g &7 50 BIEa! JRIAT Q2 H 3R T 40 BIFal ST
d gy fhar Sar 21 ARSI H HIY FETIAT 2 R H PR 28 IRY SR &
Ts 21 IE ggRafa ¥, safey < 9mRTEl § 9eR v 7, § S9F 9N H
AR AT St A ST Aredr § SR H 9 die Wl R e g,

"Actually, WTO Chief Pascal Lamy is right when he said at the

inaugural of the ongoing WTO mini-Ministerial meet in New Delhi
yesterday that 80 per cent of the issues of the Doha round have been
resolved. He was telling the truth. What remains is merely the
tightening of the nuts and bolts of the agreement." ¥ qr=-iiy 43 < ¥ I8
goHT =redr g b Sl Lamy W89 &7 99 8, $99 fha-l w8 AR 8
RN & FGT DI W AT HRIG? FAID S H AT HIGAT 98 Tl sIdil Sff
T8 T SR o o A s oR 18 1 o1t 3T arad &1 © o WRa SRR
& SIET SRAMSE & BRI, ST 9RT & [HAM §, STHT JHAM 8 8T & a2
YRA & dI0ST Ud AR &l 41 JHAH & Y87 8| 3 S9d & 6 IRT &
Ry ST 5 YR @ protectionism &% X §, T AT 7T a7 BAR IR
F 9T @RS €, 9 TR INIR B Gl I@AT Aed 8 | 3R SHB Uar I8t o7
bl &, SAP! Yol AT bl &, Al TR AN 981 W DY I T8l DI HY
Ahd &7 TF U HAT IR FI IUAL el BT Fhd 87 F9d oY d IR
T2l §, galely N YR & I ¥ar wd spEr s WTO gRT &r] {6y <7 7
g, § A w3 S A geer @edr € L (9ET @ g9, 39 99y § T orge
f&d # &l

(R
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it IR, R (ufR¥rht dwmen) @ WR, ¥ S AMIRIUEE Ol B ', S99 U
T & 5 e € &9 fl favourable consideration @t aRw ¢ < €1 9

TSE BT WA eFd complications & ¥RT T 8, A 98 <aiidel 81 a7 Bl
I Bl 9RA & fedl @1 gfic ¥ ggd & dg@yul & fd service and Non-
agriculture Market Access # oT$ 98 BRIG e WX 98 fhami & feal @r
T BIe ¢ WX, 399 faefyd <9 gRT S dfcasges tRUIe &, 98 999 9!
far &1 fawr 2 (spaeT: 2B/LPwR)
L P-VKK/1.15/2B

it R4 g (sFmTa): < faerasfier <9 & fow food and livelinood security
& HUX GaRT YT B 7, sAfery fawRid <9 @r U+ agricultural. subsidies
H & aF & foU arT R BN o e e & fav e 9T oy
BT =RV |

R, § A @A S A S G b wr I8 9 v b WRd T

trade information system revitalizing of WTO Committees, special legal
provision of market access to Least Developing Countries and setting of
standards and monitoring of Regional Trade Agreements @i RIUAT &7
Ui foar 27 R B, O T I8 W © 6 I 9Hl 9 Il BT H Tl Ial
negotiations &% main agenda T part =&l g7 ¥ &7 SR B, ar ¥ g

A1 S A SHBT HROT ST TG I?

R, { AR W3 S ¥ gg A S 9 6w aw 9 T8 7w e
non-Agriculture Market Access @1 #isfar Reffer fderaeiel <2 & forg agad
BfeT Rl &1 T wfl, wifd e o, @rey USA ik EU, ol +01
QR FETSard iy "divide and rule” e T ¥ iR famraefier S @
$B T Pl AT PV CONCESSIONS T T &, oIl AU Bl T8 < Xg 87 3R &,
dr AR, ST G-20 3R G-30 &7 HeW ¥ ¥, b9 YR 7 Ul Bl U A
RE § DT 7T urg?
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AR, JET ¥l A% fAeiaa <9Il §RT &1 I arell subsidies WX deadlock
T g7 ¥, # wwerar € f¥ data base & |dfd technical issues ST g T
g %2 | § 9T 5 S 9 e &% fe 9 agriculture services and
marketing & d<fd g7 technical issues & IR & fovdaR @ ga¥ iR 39 W)
YR BT T XY &, 98 9l W< PV |

R, & 9t ST € % service sector ¥ gortoue gfte & A

competitive advantage # &, oifT oo VAl Rued € & PR service

sectors # legal services, accountancy, financial services 3k media =i}

services @I liberlise &R &I IISHT 1 &1 &1 § I8 ST =g b g9b
Qe T HRUT 87 RT I8 T Tl & b Fiadst § s T 39 had &l faRg
P Vg &7 SN B, d 59 e} & liberlize &= & e RIT HRUT &7

§ gg WY ST 9rear § 6 @r wiRa agriculture and non-agriculture

market access & GH services dI W 9 track TR o & foTT UIsT &Y Y&T

g7 3R Bf, Al 9Rd ®I S (¥ 88 IP W 87 T I8 I ¢ b $© a9

$IHT ORI &R Y2 87 IR B, d SIBT HRUT RT 87 RT TABT BRI YRd
faR, 2009 # < informal ministerial meeting s off, I®H services &f
eMfier 2T 5T ST |1 87 # 39 999 9 AT SIMaRT Ag |

AR, U I Hel ag I fb IRGR DI <@l 81T b [GArr & dfeds!
qrel AT H gl & Jdhael G [AoTell, ¢ iR uRspa &1, d6 shise
Td qIOIR b Ugd & (ol WRBR & gRT Yol WA Hel, g U awem

IR & ol TRAR BT DI TR AL BT A1 |

AR, SIeT 3R ey &1 R 78l §, I8 I IR WIS 81 2 | bRy a1
AR AR T8I W ATdRS A il 3R [Jory &1 ygar fJory &1 <
q 781, gfed ISR Gord IR IR Rt Ry & 8177, gafoe =8 fasa asen
3N AR 3R et g+ ARy |

(R
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DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN (TAMIL NADU): Mr. Vice-
Chairman, Sir, first of all, | would congratulate the hon. Minister on his
assuming the charge as the Minister of Commerce and Industry in
UPA-Il. He has created great hope for the people of India that Doha
talks will be finished within a particular period of 2010. Now, we feel very
happy on hearing that Ministerial talks have led to that level even though
negotiations have not been initiated. | would like to quote the statement
of the Chilean Finance Minister Mr. Andres Velasco who chaired that
particular meeting. He said, "There was strong convergence on
importance of trade and the Doha Round to economic recovery and
poverty alleviation in the developing countries. The development
dimensions should remain central to the Round and particular attention
should be paid to issues of importance to developing countries."

(Contd. by MKS/2c)

MKS-AKG/1.20/2C
DR. E.M. SUDARSANA NATCHIAPPAN (CONTD.): It is, more or less,

reflecting our views, India's, but more emphasis has to be given to
poverty alleviation. In which way were the preliminary discussions held?
About that, the World Trade Organisation Director General, Pascal Lamy,
said, and | quote, Sir:
"The Ministerial Conference has provided the political energy to
organise work for the coming months."
In which way are the other countries cooperating with us to have this
political energy? | would like to seek some clarifications from the hon.
Minister. Some moratoriums were also imposed, by consent, during the

period between one sitting and another sitting of the Ministerial
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Conference. One is on electronic cobbles. Another one is on non-
violation under the WTO Intellectual Property Agreement. In which way,
is it going to help?

Finally, an additional session they want to have on Climatic
Changes with a specific focus on "Aid for the Trade". What are the
issues on that? Has the Government created a roadmap to have
transparency, before going for talks or negotiations, for the common
men, i.e. agriculturists and stake holders? Many of the people have said
that parliamentarians are to be taken into confidence; the stake holders,
agriculturists and the entire section of the people who are going to be
affected by the negotiations have to be taken into confidence before
going for talks, and also during the course of the talks. We feel that
somewhere it is missing. When regional talks were held by the ASEAN
countries, people from Kerala started saying that they were not
consulted and things like that. Over and above that, some chamber
consultation was done by the hon. Minister also. That type of allegation
should not come up again. There should be a full-fledged discussion
even at the level of villages to see that WTO is really meant for the
welfare of the people, and also for the welfare of agriculturists. In which
way NAMA is going to help them; in which way they are going to be
affected and how they can overcome it; these are things to be
discussed before we go for negotiations. We first enter into negotiations
and, then, tell them that this is the thing happened. Therefore, we
oblige for that. Rather, we have to prepare ourselves first. It is a

democratic nation and we are part of the democratic process of WTO.
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Therefore, we have to practise it so that the people can understand it
better. Thank you very much, Sir.
(Ends)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Thank you, Mr.
Natchiappan. Now, Shri Rahul Bajaj. Actually, it is my name written
there; | am not reading it. | am giving my chance to you!
SHRI RAHUL BAJAJ (MAHARASHTRA): Sir, | fully associate myself
with the comments made by two learned speakers, especially Mr. N.K.
Singh and Mr. Arun Jaitley. | think, they have made very valid points.

From the last but one para of the Minister's Statement, we are
happy to learn that while negotiating this Round, which has started from
2001, the essence of this Round, as we all know, is the development
aspect of the Round, which means a slight climate change of common
but differentiated responsibilities, less than full reciprocity. That has to
be kept in mind. And, Sir, we note that protecting the interest of poor
farmers and of Indian industry and seeking greater market opportunities
for our farmers and industry are the key elements. That is absolutely
correct. Though, for agriculture -- | think, Mr. Jaitley also said so -- by
and large, for the coming years, our interests are going to be more
defensive, rather than offensive, the subsidy is given especially, Sir, by
the US, France and Japan. Sir, as we talk of the US, both domestic
support and export subsidy, of course, they have carried for agricultural
products, is so serious as our former Commerce Minister said: "However
inefficient the Indian farmer may be, he can successfully compete with
the US farmers." That is why the US farmer needs subsidy but the

Indian Treasury cannot compete with the US Treasury. So, we have to
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keep in mind the situation that is prevailing today. In Hindi, we say, Sir,

"ITCT TR hiddiel ®l s |

23/ AT TR SIRY)

-MKS-TMV-SCH/2D/1.25
SHRI RAHUL BAJAJ (CONTD.): Climate change is very similar, except

for the last night announcement by the US which has to be studied.
Similar is the case with the WTO. For years and, in fact, for decades,
we in the developing world were preached the benefits of free trade.
Now those very countries, and | talk especially of the US but it applies
to all developed countries, do not want to even practise fair trade, leave
alone free trade. We will protect our farmers; we will give legitimate
protection to our industry, etc. But while negotiating, we recognise that
it is a question of give and take. Till now even under the Swiss formula,
which was referred to -- you wouldn't go into those co-efficients that
there are three alternatives depending on what kind of freedom that you
want -- | believe we have already given more than we should. Whether
you can plough back some of them depends on the Minister. That is
one of my questions. Will you be able to plough back? It is difficult. |
want to emphasise that we from the Indian industry have already given
an MoU. It applies to the bound rates. But, as Mr. Arun Jaitely has
stated, first, we would like to know whether the reduction, whether the
percentage reduction, that India and developing countries will make is
much more than what the US will make. We were higher, but we are
no longer that higher. How many of our reduced bound rates will go

below the applied rates?
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Secondly, | believe that 30 per cent of our items, tariff lines, were
not bound. Now almost all the tariff lines will become bound. | would
like to know, through you, Sir, from the hon. Minister whether it is true.

In any case, it is give and take. But they have been only taking.
Before 1991, in the early nineties, Mr. Vice-Chairman, we had a closed
economy. We had very high rates of import tariff. We, the Indian
industry, were shouting against that. But the condition has changed. In
any case, | would like to request the hon. Minister that he should not
give in. He should not give in at all on the sectoral zero duty situation.
That is one. He should not give in -- | don't have time to go into the
detail -- on the remanufactured products. They are keen on that. He
should not give in at all on the anti-concentration clause. Giving in on
any of these factors will tremendously hurt India, the Indian economy
and our development process. We are already under pressure at
Copenhagen. But in these things he should not give in at all.

Finally, they are very strong negotiators. | think, Mr. Natchiappan,
mentioned it in a different context.  Their businessmen met our
businessmen to negotiate with them in Geneva. When they talk, we
don't know who the businessman is and who the Government
representative is. They are one. Here you don't take our business
representatives. Even if you take them, since the time of Mr. Arun
Jaitley, Mr. Kamal Nath and now Mr. Sharma, you keep them outside.
You don't let them come in. So, this must be done for the Indian
industry, Indian farmers and the Indian economy to have interaction
within India. They do discuss. But it is not enough. More interaction is

required to see that we don't give in to the bullying tactics, especially, of
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the US. | agree that we have very good relations with the US. | have
good friends in America. | studied in America. It is a great country.
But a country which only wants to protect its interests, which does not
care at all for other country's interests, we have to put a full stop.
Thank you.
(Ends)

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN): Now, Mr. Minister.
(Interruptions)... Please. The Minister is replying. Please. The Minister
is replying.
THE MINISTER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY (SHRI ANAND
SHARMA): Thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman. | would like to thank the
hon. Members, through you, Sir, for their interventions in this Calling
Attention Motion which has been brought forward by Shri Moinul Hassan
and Shri N. K. Singh. | also benefited from the inputs from the learned
Leader of the Opposition, who has himself held this responsibility in the
previous Government, and, surely, he is fully aware of the terrain, the
pitfalls, the skills of India's negotiators and the various positions that
India has taken in this Round of trade negotiations.

Sir, at the outset, | would like to say and make it very clear that
this Round has one core agenda, that is, development.

(Contd. by 2E/VK)

VK/2E/1.30

SHRI ANAND SHARMA (CONTD): It is meant to ensure that for the
developing countries, the poor countries and the LDCs, who have been
historically disadvantaged when it comes to global trade, market access,

that includes both the nascent industries as well as the farmers or the
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agriculture produce there is, as was said, a level playing field and the
interests of the vulnerable economies, the developing countries are fully
protected. It is meant, therefore, to correct the distortion and
imbalance. Therefore, the Doha Round has special significance. The
developing and the poor countries have much to gain from the
successful conclusion of the Doha Round. | am afraid to say that they
will have the most to lose if this round does not lead to a rule-based
multilateral trade regime which addresses the legitimate concerns and
aspirations of the developing countries.

Sir, last year, as | mentioned in my statement, there was a Mini-
Ministerial in July, 2008 which did not lead to convergence of views on
some of the critical issues which were of import to the developing
countries including India. These negotiations did not proceed and, if |
may use the word, hit a roadblock. In the global parlance many words
have been used. Since | assumed this responsibility, the talks were
paused and the talks had stalled. The fact is, there was a roadblock.
At the same time, there was an increasing demand and urging by the
leadership of the developing countries and the poor countries that this
Round should be safe, efforts should be made to revive and to take it to
a successful conclusion. Sir, it was in June itself. Those were early
days for me. | was trying to go up a steep learning curve, not familiar
with the details at that time but more familiar with the broad rules and
principles. There was a meeting of the Cairns Group in Bali in Indonesia
where there was talk of new processes which virtually meant to start all
over again. That was being, this theory was being marketed or

propounded by the developed countries, those who did not have the
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will to take the process forward. Much has been invested in these talks
in the last eight years, as Shri N.K. Singh knows. He knows it from
both sides, being part of the Government, Senior Secretary, Principle
Secretary to the then Prime Minister. He knows about commerce.
Since 2001, much was invested in this Round. India had taken a clear
position to ensure that this Round serves the interests of the developing
countries. | had then said, Sir, that the need was to reenergise and not
to reinvent; reenergise the process by using the draft documents,
through draft reports on agriculture and NAMA which were submitted in
December, 2008, but never discussed, never got looked into. There were
a number of calls from various world leaders at Summits, whether it was
the G-20 in London, or the L'Aquila Summit Declaration urging the
Ministers to help to take the initiative to revive the process. India talked
to its coalition partners in the developing countries, the G-20, the G-33
and the NAMA-11.  The Coordinator of the G-20 is Brazil. The G-33,
which has made a very useful contribution in upholding our position and
concerns on agriculture, is chaired by Indonesia. The NAMA, Non-
Agriculture Market Access Group is chaired by South Africa.

(Contd. by RG/2F)

RG/1.35/2F

SHRI ANAND SHARMA (contd.): Sir, through our discussions with our
coalition partners, we suggested to put together a mini-Ministerial in
Delhi, representing the coalition or carcasses of all stakeholders in the
developing, poor countries in the LDCs and also the key interlocutors
from the developed countries. But, before we did that, before sending

the invitations, we had a meeting of the developing countries, a coalition
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on the margins of the OECD Ministerial in Paris. That was again in
June. And, the IPSA Ministers met at India's initiative. IPSA is an
important initiative of three continents, of three emerging economies and
vibrant democracies, namely, India, Brazil and South Africa. We made it
abundantly clear in that statement that the developing countries had
made enough concessions, and there is no road for any unilateral
concessions by the developing or poor countries. | had taken the liberty
to share the IPSA's statement with the prominent Leaders of the
Opposition, both in the Lok Sabha and in the Rajya Sabha. | shared it
with my dear friend, Shri Sitaram Yechury, Shri Raja, and in the other
House with Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi and Shri Sharad Joshi. It was just
to reassure that there is no question of India, while trying to re-energise
the process, taking a position which casts any shadow or any doubt
when it comes to our engagement and solidarity with the poor and
developing countries of the world.

Sir, in September, we had the Delhi Ministerial. It was a
representative meeting attended by, literally, the microcosm of the WTO
reflecting the entire membership from the developing countries, the
African Group, the LDCs, small and vulnerable economies and the
Cotton-4. We also had the key interlocutors from the developed
countries, namely, the U.S., the E.U., Japan, Canada and Australia.
There was a consensus reached that negotiations should resume. We
did not discuss the substance, but about the process as to how to
resume the stalled negotiations.

There was a reference made here by hon. Members, and | fully

agree with their concerns that there has been an adverse impact of the
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global economic crisis on all economies. Trade has been hit. In case of
India too, our exports started declining in October, 2008. While quickly
add, to reassure Shri Moinul Hassan, the various interventions and the
measures which the Government took and the new Foreign Trade Policy,
focussing primarily on labour-intensive sectors, have helped in arresting
the steep fall and reversing the trend. While we were falling in the
negative, close to 40 per cent in May, the last month's figures were only
six per cent. We have been able to drag it down to a single digit. But
it is true that the global trade has shrunk. The WTO projections, the
hon. Member was right, are that the global trade will fall by 9 per cent,
and the IMF feels, maybe, by 12 per cent. Therefore, it is important that
the trade negotiations are taken forward, as enhanced engagement,
economic engagement, will help all countries, whether developing or
developed.

Sir, various issues have come up -- these have even been raised
by the hon. Members -- on agriculture, on NAMA and on the services
sector.

(Continued by 2G)

TDB/2G/1.40
SHRI ANAND SHARMA (CONTD.): Sir, in agriculture, our position is

very clear. First of all, it is special and differential treatment. We are
talking of developing countries getting a special dispensation and for
which, in addition to the concessions or dis-concessions which we have,
there are three important things which | want to mention. One is, the
special products. The special products in agriculture which the

developing countries will designate, this will be self-designated, where no
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tariff cuts will be taken. There is also the issue of what was raised by
Shri Arun Jaitley about the farmers from the big countries, the rich
farmers and if there is a surge, how to protect our farmers? Sir, it is
very clear, again, besides the special products, the second is the
operational and effective special safeguard mechanism. They have to be
less burdensome; they have to be easily operational because it is not
only the volume surge, even if there is a price distortion or price dip,
the discussions are going on about the trigger, but, this is to protect our
farmers and our agriculture sector. And also, the question raised, and
rightly so, by the rich countries whether it is the United States of
America or Canada or the European Union where huge subsidies are
given to the farmers, price support is there. Subsidies are also given, as
the hon. Leader of the Opposition knows, to keep the production low.
So, there are all kinds of subsidies which are trade distorting, which are
not acceptable. India, along with its coalition partners has made it very
clear that these subsidies shall have to be drastically cut. The developed
countries, America and the E.U. will have to make deep cuts in the
subsidies, minimum 70 per cent, and this is still being negotiated. So,
there is no question of accepting a situation where these trade
distortions and these huge subsidies shall be allowed and an agreement
is reached. There cannot be any agreement with these subsidies in
place. | can assure you.

There is also the issue of tariff simplification and tariff capping of
the developed countries; the issue of developed countries tariffs in
agriculture. And there, India is engaged, once again, very pro-actively

with G-20 and G-33. Since this matter was raised just now by an hon.
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Member as to where we stand when it comes to G-20 and G-33, |
would like to inform the House that on the Margins of the WTO
Ministerial in Geneva, which was not meant for substantive negotiations
but to review the WTO functioning and also the global economic crisis
and its adverse impact on the world trade, we had the meeting of the
G-20 and the G-33. The G-20 and G-33 communiques are in public
domain. We have taken a firm stand and categorical position when it
comes to both our position on agriculture and also on NAMA. Because
on NAMA, Sir, we are talking of Non-Agricultural Market Access. Now,
how do we safeguard our vulnerable industries in the developing
countries? Therefore, the developing countries, again, as the principle of
special and differential treatment, are going to have flexibilities.
Flexibilities in those sectors, those lines where we don't want to take
any tariff cuts. Those flexibilities shall be the sole discretion, on our
judgement, as to which flexibilities we want to take, which are the
sectors where we will not take cuts, zero cut.

(Contd. by 2h-kgg)

kgg/2H/1.45

SHRI ANAND SHARMA (CONTD.): Again, the NAMA flexibilities principle
is integral to the negotiations. Shri Rahul Bajaj had asked, and rightly so,
about our position on sectorals. There was a Hong Kong Ministerial
meeting in 2005 which has taken some decisions, and it is clear that
sectorals will be non-mandatory for the developing countries and poor
countries. There cannot be any mandatory engagement by India, its

coalition partners, in sectorals which will figure in the agreement. We will
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not accept the mandatory principle; we have made it abundantly clear at
the WTO in the negotiations.

Also, on the re-manufactured goods, let me assure my dear friend,
Shri Rahul Bajaj, there is no question of India yielding. We will not
accept it. Now, when it comes to certain other issues which the hon.
Members have raised, one is on meaningful market access, as to what
the USA has said. Sir, for the benefit of hon. Members and for the sake
of record, let me mention that these are multi-lateral negotiations. We
know about the Uruguay Round; it went on for a long time. These
negotiations have been going on since the last 8 years. One hundred
and fifty three countries are engaged in these negotiations. These
countries come from different levels of development; the nature of
challenges, developmental challenges and their concerns are different.
Many are common when it comes to the developing countries and the
poor countries. Multi-lateral negotiations primarily mean that countries
have their position; but they negotiate to find a middle-ground where
each country--poor, vulnerable economies, developing countries,
emerging economies or the rich countries--is comfortable to stand. As |
have said, we have made it clear even now in this meeting in Geneva in
our statement. | shall, for the benefit of hon. Members, read the four
salient points which | have highlighted in Geneva, as our position: (A)
There can be no dilution of development objective of the Round and
there is a need for sympathetic understanding of the concerns of the
developing world. (B) In the process of bridging the gaps in negotiations,
there cannot be any reversion of the broad understandings reached in

the past eight years. (C) Demands for additional market access in
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developing countries need to be tapered by the development agenda
and not driven by commercial considerations. (D) The centrality of the
multi-lateral process in negotiations must be maintained.

This is, broadly speaking, India's position which we articulated in
the recent WTO Ministerial meeting. There is a question raised about
NAMA co-efficients and on the tariffs. Hon. Leader of the Opposition
knows, so does Shri N.K. Singh, that there has been a gradual
reduction of tariffs over a period of time. What tariffs? There are bound
tariffs and there are applied tariffs. Our bound tariffs are very high.
Reduction of tariff, when a view is taken, does not take away your
sovereign inherent right to raise it, even up to the bound level if any time
the situation demands. What is being negotiated are the bound tariffs.
So, our learned Member, Shri N.K. Singh, knows that better than me.

Sir, on co-efficients and flexibilities, | would be very clear, these
issues are not frozen, not settled.

(Contd. by sss/2))

SSS/2J/1.50

SHRI ANAND SHARMA (CONTD.): They are not settled. Negotiations
are on, but, as we have said, | have made our position on tariffs very
clear. We are also determined to protect when it comes to our industry,
particularly, the vulnerable sections. Shri Jaitley had made this reference
to the green box being negotiated. It did. But, we are very clear when
it comes to ensuring that India is a developing country, its interests are
not hurt. The present bound tariffs when we are concerned with
agriculture are 114 per cent and India has, | can say with a sense of

responsibility, clarity about its objective, commitment to uphold its
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supreme national interest and also, if | may say so, enough role for our
negotiators to initiate an agreement which eventually serves the interests
of the developing countries, of our vulnerable industries of our farmers.
Sir, on meaningful market access, | had deviated a bit from there, | will
go back. On meaningful market access, | was mentioning what the
United States wants. The countries make their positions. They come
with their positions but they negotiate. They try to harmonise positions.
It should be very clear. Harmonising our positions without compromising
our interest is something which we are for. But not harmonising our
position where our interests gets affected, there is no question of
dilution. There is no question of negotiation when it comes to that.
But, Sir, even in United States of America, developed countries and US
and EU, it is true that they also have their expectations. Like we have
our aspirations and concerns, they have their own expectations. But, it
does not mean that they will get what they demand in a statement. It is
a general statement which is made. Our negotiators know what the
mandate is and what they are negotiating for. Sir, one issue which was
rightly raised is about the services. It is true that India has its strength
in the services sector and it is not a question that we have not given
priority to the services negotiations. The negotiations are very much on.
The same Hong Kong Ministerial which had taken the decision, which |
referred to on the sectorals, also took a view on sequencing and in the
sequencing agreed to in the 2005 Hong Kong Ministerial it was
agriculture, NAMA and services. When we had the meeting in Delhi we
made it abundantly clear to the key interlocutors from the developed

countries and also to the DG of the WTO that services negotiations have
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to be taken upfront because we have our interests and there is no
question of our agreeing only to those sectors where the developed
countries are interested. We are clear that it has to be concluded as a
single undertaking. The present round of negotiations and services will
be an integral part. So, on the services, if | may just inform that at the
WTO Negotiations and traded services are unlike those in agriculture and
NAMA and industrial goods as there are no tariffs which are quantifiable
when it comes to services. Therefore, India's position is clear that our
interests out of the four modes in two are very strong. That is mode
one on cross border supply and mode four is a movement of
professionals. We hope when the negotiations move forward we will be
in a position to assess carefully after the text-based negotiations resume
now, as has been agreed, and those revised drafts on agriculture and
NAMA and on the services negotiations, which will be horizontally taken
up after a few months, | can say, we would better assess where we are
at that stage.

(Contd. by NBR/2K)

-SSS/NBR-MP/2K/1.55.
SHRI ANAND SHARMA (CONTD.): Sir, before | conclude, | would like to

say two more things.

The first one is whether the W.T.O. is dictating. Shri N.K. Singh
knows that the W.T.O. is a membership-driven organisation. The
Secretariat can compile. Thee Secretariat is meant for that and it is
paid for that. But, it is the political leaders and the Member countries of
the W.T.O. who will decide what to do. The Secretariat does not decide

in any multilateral organisation -- whether it be the UN or the WIPO or
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the WTO. So, there is no question of harbouring any fears or concerns on
that. Sir, | may also say, hon. Member, Shri Amar Singhji, has expressed
concern about the farmers. | am very happy.

THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION (SHRI ARUN JAITLEY): | hope the hon.
Minister will have the same volume when he argues for us in the W.T.O.
SHRI ANAND SHARMA: Do not worry. | have no doubt, Arun.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): | believe, he will.

SHRI ANAND SHARMA: Sir, the hon. Leader of the Opposition should not
have any doubt. In fact, | am always here to say what the status is. We
shall continue to do so, because we are a democracy. We would like, as a
Government and | as a Minister, to keep the hon. Leader of the Opposition,
hon. Members in the Opposition and my own colleagues in the Treasury
Benches, to fully apprise of the developments at every stage.

But, just to assure Shri Amar Singh about his concern whether we will
come under the pressure. Hon. Leader of the Opposition has also said the
same. Sir, there is no question of coming under pressure when it comes to
trade policy. India will come under only one pressure, the pressure of its
interest, the pressure of its people and the pressure of its farmers. There is
no question of we being pro-America. Sir, Shri Amar Singh knows America
much better than me. He knows Mr. Bill Clinton, Ms. Hillary Clinton. He
supports them in the foundation. | don't do that. So, please do not have
any concemn...

SHRI AMAR SINGH: That is the reason for his apprehension.

SHRI ANAND SHARMA: Sir, | will make it clear where we are and we are
pro-whom.

SHRI AMAR SINGH: Since he has mentioned my name, | will respond to it
after his reply.
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SHRI ANAND SHARMA: It is said in a positive sense. Surely, | have no
objection to his engagement.

Sir, what | am saying is 'where we are.' | am just concluding. We are
pro-whom? We are pro-India, if our commitment is to uphold the supreme
national interest of this country. Sir, when we take the negotiations forward,
we are clear that historical distortions must be corrected. There should be a
rule-based global trade regime which protects the livelihood concerns of the
subsistence farmers in the developing countries, the poor in the developing
countries, also ensures food security and protection for the vulnerable
industrial sectors.

| would like to thank the hon. Members who gave me this opportunity
to share my views. Thank you.

(Ends)
SHRI AMAR SINGH (UTTAR PRADESH): Sir, the hon. Minister has taken my
name. SBI AT M foar &, o § gar &1 se-r g & yar 43 q4reT g
St @ STMeRT # 73 SRl fdefe dufar & g1 9o fdeleT ¥ Sumer € &R e
ffere & 9@ Ul & AT ¥ 1 H BISSyd & "eg fueft 0 e & 78 o ©
H9 < & Bl BT BT Seorod fhar &1 3R Ud fBar €, A 9 S @Rar o |
..(TaET).. I W= AT of IR GO 91 I8 7 [ d I8 IR S BT dRA &
foay fear g1 399 foerr ... (@@aum).... Rufcda~ 9uie o) 7 I 3R SAheH
foRTe #% IT o, O I ART SRATA (AT 7 |
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): The House is adjourned for

lunch for one hour.

The House then adjourned for lunch at
fifty-nine minutes past one of the clock.
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-sc-pb/skec-gs/2l & 2m/2.55-3.00

The House re-assembled after lunch at three of the clock,
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.

SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS (GENERAL), 2009-10

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI
NAMO NARAIN MEENA): Sir, | beg to lay on the Table, a statement (in
English and Hindi) showing the Supplementary Demands for Grants
(General) for the year 2009-10. (Ends)
SUPPLEMENTARY DEMANDS FOR GRANTS (JHARKHAND), 2009-10

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE (SHRI
NAMO NARAIN MEENA): Sir, | beg to lay on the Table, a statement (in
English and Hindi) of the estimated receipts and expenditure of the State
of Jharkhand for the year 2009-10. (Ends)

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, we shall take up the Short Duration

Discussion on Price Rise. Mr. Kalraj Mishra.

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION ON THE SITUATION ARISING OUT
OF CONTINUED RISE IN PRICES OF ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES IN
THE COUNTRY

3 BT f3T (STR UQe) @ SUFHURT A8y, Yo gig N WR 9 8l @1 ©
SHP! TE@T & 91§ Ig NIl § o A= TRg aafed € 78], 7o @il oAa)
I NT SHY Sgasd JHIId 8 ¥ © | BTod U 81 off 38§ & WRaR
fora IR =Gvor SRl § R g FEE B, Stedl g1 w4, & @A =Ry,
I TSl & AT HENN gl Off I8 @1 3R &H 37U 9 faemer w1 & Reifer
B < a@ T REE w=I & aiwmier T K @ Y|@r F A @ e
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AT PR IT & | U BTN & b AHR T | T S(TSifdedT &I, ARU-UIgor &)
ST D! AT BT AMRY, 98 W B AT H W&l 1 8 uld & | U Rerfy
T TAfIT I BT B 1T AT Tob MR YT &l § | IR au § <9 §
H AR Il Bl dEE IR BOR IS Al 8 s © | AIH g WrET Vg Py
HireT UNFAO &t Sif RUIE €, S8i4 $8l & b giar & 9ad Sgrer IR e
Y& 3R PUINer § Uifed I8 RIS O aRg a7 9Rd H &1 <% § W9
MEHT B SHE @I Hod gig & U H 78l d¢!| T kW JHRBT &
ITCfT 5 HET o fb MR & T TS Wi 81 oifhd O sfids &, 3Mfds ar
g AT © b 19 3 MT&H! BT @rer uarf & Iy« 81 8l U R8T § Al 98
QT P8l F Wr| 1999 §  Wrer Wud Uiy a@fdd Ui av 186 fhaaym o,
IS @ @ud Ui &fad gir av 152 faum &, Il Qe @ud ukr aafed
gfer 9¥ 45 fHAU™ &H 8 T8 §1 AR & Aldbsl & ATAR &I IETEl BT
28.5 BIEa! o T TR X@r & 9 $ e @ $R 9 8, AT A
RIS URAR, AT 35 RIS A SAGT AT RIS @M & e b el Fdfid w-
Ve 81 WRT WRBR o 3T A7 YW1 HAST ST &I | HHt &l R &
YR R <9 & 77 BIFGl ANRGI B T YT 4 U1 81 39 YR 77
AT ANRGE @1 A 9 BuAT § 1 I BUY H 39 TH! 37T, T, o,
FTael T WRIG UTQIT, D! RIT Bleqd 8191 | AIAR, <2 H S IRIe @1 Refer
g, 9OH ¥gd Wl YR o 781 s usdl, JEU g9 SR I8 hEd © (P
AN e aX gocl o I8! 2, WS uiak gl o X8 &, ofhd e 9
I TRE ¥ dedl O %81 21 AR, § S offbs & T &, ¥ 3fibs 1171 d=adiy
QST B qifies o @ RAre T snfde |derr @ Rare | foag 1w &, 3
3TRIT 3ffhs T2l T1 35 VoAl 3R € Iog &3 § O Il -f9ER, Wy yey
3R IR UQT # AMME! BT 40 WIEa! T IRl & {9 =did a2 ©
TR B Pl F&AT BT &l [TB8 B Al H IS, uRRed d9rel, [9ER, wew
U<, HERTE 3R SR US9T H T (2N/GS W %HIT)
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GS-HK/2N/3.05
3t HeRToT 31 (FHFTE) @ AT YRT & O WRT H TR SMBidT & i
I S & 9 S¥TeT © SR ST g1 AEl, Ul Ffed Sl # WRd o 36l
Rerfer sfictar, aroiier, e, faaaam, ages iR SSHRRT & 2 |
o 2 | 39 R H, # 9T g f uRIR WReT |l & STIER 2005-06 &
AR O 9¥ & BIC g4l # PUINIT 45.9 BiAal ¥ 3R uafed Wio UM drel
Uaell @ Sl gdl 8, 98 39 UPR © - AGH § Uig Bigal ©, Ukl e # A
HNE 8, ST H 5.3 BNE! 7, BT 7 2.3 wiEdl ¥, fER # 2.7 v g,
BUNTE H 2.2 BIal 8 | TIeded o Aidel & Zdd A Wl & ax F gdaran
g, S=I ®El ¢ & 20 Sy uftr @fed @ua ufafes @t gt €1 9§ 2004-05 #
e # 32.3 WIAET Bl AR ATHIT & H 71.9 WiAa! & dad 20 $uAT gy feaw
IR T Y Y AT & U U B HGR, I dMibs A4 dg) fRu g, W
3N HJeTor & fZAE 9 T |

ST AT ST H A ol RIfT pl g 2 s A e T g ar a8 ©
5 78ME 9 <& g1 Sief 39 I & g9 @ IR w)Al ARy, s 9w
& AN & ST W ST B A, A U TIST B A1RY, AfhT $T &
ST ST TET & ? 3 Bleld VAl Il o7 & § % S ot goal o) smenRd
el & FTAR A2 s X 17.5 TR & UR &) T8 &, 94 GRSl
HI TR 7.9 BITE] WR (U UIe IU-oqT RE! & IR PE Y&l ¥ fb SNSId 98 96
TS T 3 & M UF a¥ & 3fex 111 UG 9e7 8, Wiel 27 Hidl 91 &,
ST 35 BIEa! 9¢1 &, Tl 54 BIFal a4l & 3R Taw=R & YoH q@ls I S g
T YW Y T - M A 12 wI9dl F el 8 7, FEd A 12 wiEdl @
ORI 8% 2, G # 11 BI9al ®I 9Tl §s ©, Bl § 11 BIFal Bl IgRRI g5
¥, dct 50 UK 9T 8, THd 50 URIerd 9¢1 2 | 98 AR Al &f a1 formr <
AHdl ©, olfbd S U diol AF g ©, SId aN H 9aT I8 § | 87 W=
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BT S 9T 2 | S |l 3MaeId STHIGRIT Bl diol &, 6T TART I JATGH BT
g, 97 99 I & M 9§ © | AES IR g ol 2| ey 39 91 & ©
fp I d<l B 91T BB WK B, AfbT BAR I8T HES SMAA § I8! ¢ |
HEMS 9 &7 A AT § &l § b o o § & PR QAT gTerd a1 <&, ar
B R T FeTady BT | 3T ITadq IRTAT Bl Hel USdl © b TRBR
HEMs U | AT 7EE 8] ¥b UT B! 8, O WRPR RT & I8l § ? TWWhHR
& HANTOT STeT-3TelT gaTeT & X8 ® | #OFT0T dhgd € o 78S ok 987 | 9Rd
& weT #@3 S ped ¢ 6w iR Fel, A Sy @A St 9% gU E, o
ft wed € 6 723 ik e+t fa #50 Sit Y s € 5 wdwns ok sl &=
SAGI IH T8l UT R &, AR TRBR HEMS T b Rl 8] UT &l 87 IRPR
Fedl T 6 GeIRAT & SR 7AES 9 I8l 8, BIANNIRAT & BRI T8 96
Bl T | BIAEIRAl iR eIl ) SR FRFT 981 &% a7 I8l g, s4afdy
TS 9¢ V&l © | AR R®T ga- e 8l 8 T & 98 Sl iR
HTIRAT &7 R o) § @M &, U @l e H89d oX Bl 2| o9
AYBR 3(T DI JAETT HEYH PR B! &, Al A SH! DI YREm b4 8 Hepall
gl

AR, A A Nomu A MisgaR AT R it AT a8 € f&

SAD! IR WX BIg &I, IR S dg-dg, 99 Dol &l, olfd 3ful Sirerdl

g ART| S 9¢, feT IR oy WY Ferdr I2, IADI o &I, Aes
SITAATT Bl X, ANT FAME-FE BRa I8, I SIh 9T W BIS af |

(2311 T} 9R))

ASC-KSK/20/3.10

SNt BoRTST F4ST (HHNTE) @ Frg IRBR HEMS & U9 UR S AR FIol bl S
gy, foa R g @ifgy, wrae Sae R 98 €1 NDA & o # |
TEE oA W g go g3 ofl, e S 99T WRfRd WIS & MR W
HES OR R0 I@T -7 AT 3R AN &I oAlgd T8l o &t o | S dr
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T AR IR G AEE AIRT B H AT w1 39 96y {6l yeR @
W BfSg Tl off | 39 Wy < ¥ glerd 81 S © fb BPL & forw a7 vy fobedt
g 3R =gel BT fAdRT T & foy 9§ goivdior &1 frer o7 X&1 € | I8 ol &l
3 & faaRa & 9y, sae forg ot woiiier w2t farer or <& €, sy gt 9ga
RIS B |

AR, § g8 Bl AR b AT AF b GHI HY 39 AR &
feetmar o fo5 @l e qTer iR aEl e A e’ el R AS Y SR ST
Sl | SUANT T8l gIT| g8 Sy 81 3N b STl SAURT UF YWy 8l gafr
AT | IFHT FYT AR U ST fAaROT §I4T <1f8Y 91, g8 8 81 yrr| & &1 Bae
IR WF B BIA BT SARGT &7 I 9¢, $UP [0 W TWHR BT T TR A
&I AT ARy, S9H $H! foErs usdl 7 1 9 St 9 Jel el urer ¥ o |re
ft S & 721 et ot 8, a1 R SUIeT ®8f | 8I? gTelad O 81 T § &
S B BT g1 WRIG Bl ST &l 2| Y W 70 ylRrd dART 3MeRd € |
WHR 7 dIf¥d AreET 2007-08 F S & fawr a3 4 gl a7 @ off, fayg
g8 SX ATS W U A T YT b MU & | 9§ 1999-2000 H HiY fawr 11.9
gfcrerd or| ISt 98 6.6 URIRId & W BH 8 AT 2 | oW 24 PN Al Bl
IRIST BRIGRI T BT DI MALIHAT § AR $F UR dcblel b 1 AMBY |
g8l "edl UerEar Uit 89k SUS Bl GG & UHIE! Hed ISM BT | U IS
B fOIT BRAT USI, ST UM B GUT B AT USEaR SIET & | AT W73
BRI fhal B A& BV k0T S T8I & | IThl =T WreAl F S a” U
T T USdT 2, T I SRR &Sl & aIsT ¥ q9d ol I8 © o7 9 9999 3i)
AR & | AR, H I8 Bl arg N B HiY & W=l BT SAET JIGR gedl
ST BT © | AR & AMd Fderor & 5 Rure &, Sad forar ¢ & amaer &r
IUGT 1 WIE!, g &7 BIE!, T 14.9 BRI iR Tl 6T 9 wiadl Saare
RRT &1 AT BT I AR AR 8T § 3R Ui Aok gacaR IusT W &4
B T8I T 1 ST 2008-09 ®I i wHem @ RUlC 2, $9F AFAR 2007-08 B!
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Jorm & oSt .8 fAfergT e Uer gam, g 1.1 fferaT e, Hier T 7.9
fAforaT 1, g1t 8.5 MiferaT e iR Ft @Wrer= 1.4 fHfeds 1 &1 IR &9
g3 | 3l IR Wi ! a1 H1 g | Aol AR Yurell 3R 37T H™UIBR]
ISR & flT qhr Wi W & | IFD AMd & Bdd 4 &7 F HF g,
Al B 122 RIS, 40 G S BT AMeQ| $HS AN H ol Tl

350.33 off@ €, Wg & 216.04 @RI S AR =G BT 134.29 oG ST qUHR
Wi g1 § I & R A1 gamr =@ 6 "SieaT PR e vHiRigeE” &
RUIE & AR 2009-10 H A1 -1 & S &HH 81 84 | foharT el # =11 &9
T XET & 3R @ B |7 230 ARG 7 ¢ |

(spHer2P/LP )

LP/3.15/2p

SNt HeRTST ST (FHATTE) @ T 3R IS § A7) R & IR 39T HIFEd Bl

TG BT HIBI & BT & | AXBR - Al BT AT BT A Ugel &1 8T TS PR
QU €| AraR, S AR §, IRGR 7 Sl AN 6T &, 98 a9 2006-07 H g,
BT AT 5.5 Ml e o1, 99 2007-08 1.8 AR < 3 far ar| $iy
H2H & IER, A & oIy AWha A & G g S AR A & oIy HaT
AT AT Jrdl F T ded! N b IR B GESiar [Bar 7, R arei
ARG ST AT BT & | §9b a5 I SHG &M de-1 ad T, VAT Sy H3AT Sl &7
qade |l ST AT BT HA St & AR Ul a9y y=dig ¥ i g e ardf
3T B &, STdfh 3l I B ARg T STeT I 81 bl © |

AR, argaT II9R 1 91 Hel Skl 2 | 9iFaT dRIIRAT, ekl
3R FS1 HUFAT & WeT H HEMg A g 2 | Gl SRIFMNAT T bael &Tel 3R
I & PRIGR F RISl BUY ST AT HART 2 | (@ IR, Th QT PR 7
2008 H ATIST BRIGR H <A1, AT, e, AT W b oM ol 4 fawwar, 2008
q W G A1 B ST T 9g r fhar, 98 |EsT § A6l omT| d¢ H "E s
fpat 931 7, G O e B9 T1feT | HRIeR, diUeT 916K Bl dhR SRIdR]
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& gRaar T[N & 2, S qrel | Fedroll 7 HANY Ui Al BRIg UY, FAI &I
q gRaai 7 iR A1 T 29| A2 $9 BRUT 9¢ B! © | S R qwv
wiH H g, dfed o The § adue faavor gomel g9 @iy, o ot gl
fITROT B, SHH! AT B MY | §F AT Bl ATURdT8! BT ORI & B
WY TRIb F HEIS Il o R8! 8| I8 S9h GURIM & HRI & R I
&7 e & 6 o /30 oy e € 6 5w wRaR g deanT 98 © @ £
5T WRGR FSIRAT 3R BTl oMl & FRER 781 & 381 21 I8 ar §7
Bl 3Slld UHR &I ARIY & | 3T A1 I§ Pl & &b S8l U &1 uidl &l bag
PR 2, Y &1 U] Bl 0¥ WRBR &, JTR Al ISl B TSR & o A AN
B FIRER oxe ET & 987e $9 Udd &1 I8 HedY $g AXHR U
et ¥ 8¢ T8l 9l © 6 Ifh I IR F8diT 781 < 81 7, s9fy
T HEIE 8] AP U7 ¥2 T 3R I WAHR 39 TSR $HI a1 I ar a1
hg FXBR THI-CPHRY ATl Xodl, ST Bl AR & g fager wfi? =R, #
g e aedr § 6 #9 ofies QU €, sids! & MR W qux Widh § R T,
AT e fohar AT 2, |Yfad Ak TR fIaRoT Uolell &1 JaRem &1 A &
BRI foTT adh | M AGH BT A™IIFad BT @12y, 8] &Y UT I8 & | I8
$Id gAY BT BT © 6 PR B A& bl AT T o1 faem F fa=m
TR BT =8TS9 THIRAT BT Quiaar 341g € | ST 91 aR-gR del el §
JT TRPBR 3N IMEH! & AT 8, g 37 3MEH! & A Saa< grames! g | Riah
HI ST 8T & T 3R AT &l @l A1 o oIy woieR 8l o 32 € | 34feiy
q @ & AFEg JA SN, o @A S, e /A S, g"EEHEl Sf JE]
SRR & B 21 ¥, TuHA S W RfvmEl €, yvE Sft Ht sRfEmET T,
STHT AW TSR T, TAR g O @5 sft ff. fugrame S orfemredt €, soav
A B P ggEr W R goR B1 FRIF ) @iy, O o & At
BHRAT AT 3R T UBHR B [GAR0T B FaweI R M8y, SHBI ST F T B

Ah & BRU H TS P8 bl § [P [T oI STORIKRT B ATaqdhl 2,
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M 3eHl & Uiy Rt Haa-ieiierar i+l amey, IHSI Yoiaar J9d &I &
SR Y GRI 9ol 81 81 T8l & 3R URUH g 81 R8T & & HEg AT &l
ST R8T & 3l W e 7] & oIy AR Iar o1 ]e7 & | § =g fo g9 faun
F Pael AU A 7 w7, e ff ARY =@l €, oud gRT 8 Uad Sl fids @,
I IHST & YR TR AR fIoRor sgeRer iR Ay & 9 Y F aR F F
eIy AR W SR SR BRI, AFART B 7 Sl 87 IURYT &, I & aN H
ferery o R U BRI b AT HIY BT IcUTeT "edl Sff X872 |
(akg/2q TR S

AKG-SK/2Q/3.20

SNt BHexToT ST (SFHTTE) : IE SUIEH UeHT Udh WaRATd Ghd & | 59 Sdred &l
BY IGHT S T AR 6 YR Bl GAuT UG B S Gdb, 9! [y =i
FRAT ALY, TG RIS §H AETS DI a9 b § $O T&H, $Y AHA & Fobl |
SO 91T B8 DY H T LT HIAT § [ AT S 39 320 # Fe1-H-HeT HeA
IoTT | (FHT)

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN (TAMIL NADU): Thank you, Sir.

Sir, this is, undoubtedly, a very important issue for us to be discussing
in the House. It is with a great deal of seriousness and concern that all
of us are gathered here to discuss the issue of rise in prices. This
Government, particularly, Sir, has come into Government and has formed
the Government upon the promise and mandate that our concern lies
with the most disadvantaged sections of the society and our entire focus
and priority will be the most disadvantaged sections of the society, the
poorest of the poor, the people who are at the edge and below the
poverty line. Therefore, Sir, | believe, that the priority of the Government
is and should be to moderate inflation, to moderate food prices, to

increase inclusive growth, to give a substantial impetus to agriculture
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and, above all, to insulate the weakest and most disadvantaged sections
of the society from all the issues of price rise that have been spoken
about by the speaker before me and that the entire country is agitated
about. However, Sir, at the same time, | would urge this House,
through you, to take a look at the facts so that we may, in an
atmosphere of calm, reasonableness decide and discuss together how
best this problem should be addressed. First of all, Sir, the hon.
Member who spoke before me was very passionate and emotional and
gave a great deal of details and statistics. But | was surprised to find
that he completely neglected to mention that, particularly, over the last
year and also in recent times, 27 out of 36 meteorological districts in this
country have been affected by moderate to severe drought. Also, Sir,
the people of my State and the people of Karnataka have been
devastated by floods. The loss of lives, the loss of livestock, the loss of
crops, the loss of agriculture is incalculable. It appears to me that the
hon. Member was speaking in a vacuum. Naturally in an atmosphere
where you are concerned, your immediate instinct would be to address
those issues to the Government and that is as it should be, that should
be reasonable. But we should look at the broader picture. What is this
Government battling with? This Government is not sitting upon a
mountain of plenty and refusing to do its job. The fact of the matter is
we have been hit hard; 27 out of 36 meteorological districts have
moderate to severe drought in the country, while in such a large country
as India, the other districts, particularly in Karnataka, to a lesser extent
in Tamil Nadu and to a large extent in Andhra Pradesh also have been

devastated by floods.
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Then, Sir, if you look at other issues, if you look at an international
picture of global recession, the new driving forces of urbanisation, of
consumption, of production market, of income growth, the issue of
climate change, the changing factors in the climate all these have
impacted severely upon agriculture, have impacted severely upon the
most poverty-stricken of our people. Therefore, | would urge this House
to look at the entire issue in that background and in that light, and to
examine what the Government has done in that background and to see
and suggest, we have every right in the House to suggest that
Government has to perform better. We have to perform better and we
will perform better. But | would urge that we should first see what is the
background.

Now, Sir, in this context, | would also like to say that an overly
alarming picture has also been painted by the media in an attempt to
sensationalise the issue. That too, Sir, to spread some kind of panic
among people would be an entirely misguided effort and would be a
great disservice to the people of this country is what | believe. Every
time to come up with alarming statistics of how much the prices have
gone up when actually that is not the correct picture is also doing some
kind of disservice to the nation. (continued by 2R-ysr)
-SK/YSR-PSV/3.25/2R
SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN (CONTD.): | believe that the media

should also exercise some kind of restraint. It should report productively
and report facts correctly, as they are, and present them to the people,

so that there is no scary situation.
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Despite all the problems that he has mentioned, despite all the
figures that have been given by the hon. Member who spoke before me,
the fact remains that there is not even the remotest possibility of a food
scarcity in our country. It is not as if we are going to have starvation in
the country. We have buffers stocks of 153.49 lakh tonnes of rice as
against the prescribed norms of 52 lakh tonnes. These are Government
figures, given by the hon. Agriculture Minister. Our buffer stock for
wheat stands at 284.57 lakh tonnes as against the norm of 110 lakh
tonnes for wheat. Therefore, this question does not arise.

Sir, our procurement of rice and wheat has been the highest ever
since Independence and that is another issue that we need to consider.
Yes, we can distribute it better, but what are the constructive steps that
we need to take? But let us not look at the entire picture as if
everything is doom and gloom. Let us look at it in a spirit of
constructive suggestion. Our procurement has been the highest ever
with 33.1 million tonnes of rice as also 22.57 million tonnes of wheat.
This is the highest ever since Independence.

Sir, consider also the fact that under the Antyodaya Scheme, 35
kg of foodgrains, rice at Rs.3 per kg and wheat at Rs.2 per kg, are
being given to every family. (Interruptions) Whenever you get your
chance, you surely bring to the notice of the House the issues and the
Antyodaya Scheme. But the fact of the matter is that the Government
has instituted the Antyodaya Scheme. The lapses, if any, are for us to
address. The fact is that under the scheme, the issue price of rice,
wheat, sugar, edible oil, and pulses has not gone up since this

Government came to power in 2004. It has not gone up by one rupee.
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It has not gone up by even one paisa. The Government stands
committed steadfastly to the fact that the most disadvantaged sections
of society have to be insulated and given social security net in terms of
poverty reduction.

Sir, the Government has taken tremendous pains. The hon.
Member spoke about the agriculture sector. To me, one of the most
important issues -- | am not an expert -- regarding agriculture is the
question of Minimum Support Price in terms of what a Government can
do. The Minimum Support Price for rice has been increased by this
Government by 79 per cent from Rs.560 to Rs.1,000. The MSP for
wheat has been increased by 72 per cent from Rs.640 to Rs.1,100. The
intention of the Government to help the farmer, to help the agriculture
sector, and to take all steps to protect the disadvantaged people of the
country is very clear and very, very transparent for the entire world to
see. You look at the fiscal measures; you look at the administrative
measures.

The hon. Member raised the question of futures trading. The
futures trading has been stopped. When the entire issue became a very
big problem, futures trading in four vital items, namely, rice, urad dal,
tuar dal and sugar has been suspended. Also, the export of non-
Basmati rice, edible oil, and pulses have been banned.

Fiscal measures have been taken by the Government. A large
amount of money has been injected into the economy. | believe that
whatever measures a Central Government can possibly take, those steps

and those measures have been taken by the Government to good effect.
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The hon. Member spoke about growth. Nobody wants jobless
and inflated growth. Nobody wants growth where prices are beyond the
reach of common man. That would be a complete anomaly in our
democracy; that would make a travesty of our democracy. Nobody
supports the issue of a GDP growth where prices are very high. And it
is not that as if this Government is advocating a GDP growth where
prices of essential commodities are very high, particularly of food items,
and where food inflation is very high. We have to take all steps to bring
that food inflation down.

(Contd. By VKK/2S)

-YSR/VKK-DS/2s/3.30
SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN (CONTD.): However, Sir, growth is

not a dirty word. We need growth. We need GDP growth. The fact of
the matter is that we should be proud that despite a severing global
economic crisis over the last several years, our economy has given very
encouraging signals of recovery of growth from 6.7 per cent and is now
projected to grow by 7.9 per cent. The infrastructure sector has gone
up. Cement, steel, coal, etc. have all gone up. Electricity generation,
according to official figures, has gone up by six per cent and
infrastructure doubled to 4.3 per cent this year. It is because of the
policies of this stable Government, the policies initiated by the
Government that the GDP has grown to this extent. This is something
that we should be quietly proud of while never losing sight of the fact
that food inflation stares us in the face and food inflation needs to be

brought under control. Now, Sir, | have already enumerated and | would
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like to enumerate once again the measures that have been taken on the
fiscal and administrative side.

Sir, as far as the fiscal measures that have been taken are
concerned, import duty has been reduced to zero for rice, sugar, wheat,
pulses, edible oil and maize. For refined and hydrogenated vegetable
oils, duty is 0.78 per cent. One million tonnes of sugar have been
allowed to be imported by this Government. Sir, regarding the
administrative measures, the Government has banned the export of non-
basmati rice, edible oil, pulses, the Government also imposed short limit
orders on paddy, rice, pulses, sugar and edible oils up to 31.11.2010,
enhanced minimum support price to maximise production and banned
future trading which | have already mentioned.

Now, Sir, this is a country where we believe in cooperative
federalism and nobody in this hon. House can deny that out of the two
pillars of any food security issue or the main pillar of any food security
issue, one has to be the strengthening of the public distribution system
and the other has to be taking very strict action against black-
marketeers and hoarders. Sir, as far as taking strict action against black-
marketeers and hoarders is concerned, there is the Prevention of Black
Marketing Act, the Essential Commodities Act and there are orders that
have come under the Act. Sir, it is unfortunate that in the NDA rule, the
hon. Member, who spoke before me, was referring to so proudly, the
Essential Commodities Act was diluted. It was during their time.

(Interruptions)
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it ypTeT SIS BN : *

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: Mr. Javadekar, | am not yielding.
(Interruptions)

it SURHTURY © 3R 8T yield =& &) & & o nothing will go on record.
(Interruptions)

it UpTeT SAaSHN ¢

SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN: | am not vyielding. (Interruptions) |
would like to continue. (Interruptions) It is obviously a problem which you
cannot address. (Interruptions) They cannot address. It is also a fact that
the public distribution system was virtually dismantled by making it a
targeted public distribution system by dividing it into different colour
cards for people. All this was done under the NDA Government. But, the
fact of the matter is that | would like to say that whatever steps can
possibly be taken by the Central Government have been taken by the
Central Government in pursuance of our commitment of our mandate to
the common man. Sir, what will the States do? The Central Government
has no territory. It is the Union of India. In cooperative federalism, the
States are expected to take action against black-marketeers and
hoarders and to strengthen the public distribution system. Are the States
doing that? | think, Sir, it is our responsibility in the Council of States to
demand that the States also should actually take action in this very
sensitive and most important matter. If a State Government does not
take steps against black-marketeers and hoarders, and does not
strengthen the public distribution system, | would say that the State

* Not recorded.
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Government has completely failed in its duty to the people. Sir, if you
look at the records which have been provided by the hon. Minister in
another context, in the last year, with regard to the black-marketeers
and hoarders, by the Delhi Government, 70 raids have taken place, 45
arrests have taken place and 49 prosecutions have taken place. Sir, in
Bihar -- 4 raids, 2 arrests, zero prosecution; in Gujarat -- 18459 raids, 18
arrests, 71 prosecutions; in Himachal Pradesh -- 14946 raids, three
arrests, two prosecutions; in Kerala, 33638 raids, 18 arrests, 2
prosecutions.

(Contd. by MKS/2t)

MKS-AKA/3.35/2T
SHRIMATI JAYANTHI NATARAJAN (CONTD.): In Maharashtra, Sir,

there were 716 raids, 1,171 arrests and 756 prosecutions; in my State of
Tamil Nadu, there were 11,5635 raids, 3,532 arrests and 1,079
prosecutions, and in West Bengal, there were 56 raids, 58 arrests and
one prosecution! Therefore, we can gauge from these details that Tamil
Nadu has performed exceptionally well. | am very proud that in my
State, very serious measures are being taken, very serious steps are
being taken to address...(Interruptions)... Very, very serious steps are
being taken to address this entire issue of black-marketeers, of hoarders
and of strengthening the Public Distribution System, which s,
undeniably, the pillar of a social security net as far as the most
disadvantaged sections are concerned.

Sir, there is one final issue that | would like to bring to the notice
of the House, and that, again, is wrong...... (Interruptions)... These are

not some figures that | am pulling out of a hat. This is from a reputed
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daily newspaper. It projects very clearly how the retail prices are rising,
the inflation is used by sellers as an excuse to hike rates, and the
difference between the price in the wholesale market and the price in
the retail market is going up. If you look at the comparative prices of
vegetables, the price of ladyfingers is Rs.60/- in the retail market, and
Rs.28/-, in the wholesale market; the price of bottle gourd is Rs.40/- in
the retail market, and Rs.12/-, in the wholesale market, and the price of
cauliffower is Rs.30/- in the retail market, and Rs.5/-, in the wholesale
market. This is from The Times of India, which is not a paper
particularly slanted in any political direction. | only use these figures and
the newspaper to say that this is an issue which also has very serious
political dimensions. Therefore, Sir, it is not merely a question of politics
when | say that it is the State Governments which also have to step in.
As | said, the Government of India has no territory of its own. It is the
State Governments that have to take a very strong action and crack the
whip against black-marketeers and hoarders. These people are doing a
tremendous disservice to our national economy and to the people of our
country. At the same time, we should address this entire issue of rising
prices which also, Sir,. ...(Interruptions)... | have checked the figures.
...(Interruptions)... The point | would like to reiterate, Sir,
IS...... (Interruptions)... These are my final concluding remarks. The fact
is that when | say this, | do not say this in a spirit of political blame
game. | do not take the name of any State; | do not take the name of
any political party. My issue is very simple. It is not a question of why
should the States do it and why should the Centre do it. | believe that
the Centre has to do its duty, and if it does not do its duty, they will be
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called to task by the people of this country. | have enumerated the
steps which this Government has taken -- the political party of which |
am a Member, is part of this Government -- and the steps that this
Government has taken, | very firmly believe, are good steps; those are
steps being taken to ameliorate the suffering of the common man. |
would ask any Member, from the other side, to give suggestions,
constructive suggestions, on how this Government may improve their
performance. However, Sir, the State Governments cannot run away
from their responsibility of strengthening the Public Distribution and of
taking a strong action against hoarders and black-marketeers, to see
that the prices come down. | would like to request all concerned to
stop spreading unnecessary sensationalism and panic when none is
called for. Thank you, Sir.

(Ends)
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Shyamal Chakraborty. Your Party has
ten minutes and there are two speakers. Please keep this in mind.
SHRI SHYAMAL CHAKRABORTY (WEST BENGAL): Sir, on such an
important issue extra time will have to be given.

Thanks for allowing me to participate in the discussion. Sir, we
are very proud of our best space scientists who are sending rockets to
the space, and are also proud of most of those scientists who were able
to send their rockets and strike in the lunar surface and extract water
from the moon surface.

(Contd. by 2U)
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-MKS-TMV-NB/2U/3.40
SHRI SHYAMAL CHAKRABORTY (CONTD.): But, unfortunately, our

Government has tied the prices of essential commodities with the rocket
and as the rocket goes high the price also goes high. When the rocket
hits the moon, the price rocket is hitting the human being and extracting
tears from the eyes of the aam admi. So, this is the situation in our
country. Now | am sure that there is one problem which we are facing
in India. It is drought. No doubt about it. Flood is a regular
phenomenon. It happens every year. So, when the planners and the
Government make the plans for the benefit of the people, they have to
take into consideration these things. Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, drought is
this year's phenomenon. But price rise is a regular phenomenon and it
is rising almost every year.

My previous speaker attributed the responsibility to the State
Governments, without naming or blaming any State or any political party.
Okay. That is her privilege. But what | would like to say is that the
anti-hoarding clause has been diluted in such a way that it prevented
the State Government from taking steps against the hoarders and black-
marketeers and they can't be arrested and punished. Raids can be
organised. It is the West Bengal people who opened their eyes against
the black-marketeers and tried to see that the land is fragmented in
such a way that it is not possible for some people, the black-
marketeers, to hoard their stock. But that is a different case. The
problem is that it is the State Government which is increasing the price
of inputs of agriculture. Take the price of fertilizer. Who is determining

the price of fertilizer? It is the Central Government. Who is raising or
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determining the price of electricity? That is done as per the Electricity
Bill which was introduced in 2003 and passed by the previous
Government. The electricity rate is growing every year. Electricity is
such an ingredient that both agriculture and industry are dependent on
that.

The next point is the support price. The support price is fixed in
such way that it is too inadequate to compensate the production cost of
today. That is most important. What are the hoarders doing? They are
paying bigger amount than the support price for the agricultural product.
The peasants or farmers are compelled to sell their products to them.
The reason is that the Government ordered support price is too
inadequate for them.

Then comes the question of oil. It is an essential commodity for
transporting agricultural and industrial products. The price of oil is
regularly rising in our country. When we ask the Government, they used
to say that it depends on international price. But it is a travesty of truth.
What is the international price of oil today? It is 72 dollars per barrel. If
you convert it into the Indian currency, then, it comes to Rs.22 per litre.
But what is the selling price in the market? It is Rs.33 per litre for diesel
and Rs.45 per litre for petrol.

As regards electricity, | have already referred to the price of
electricity.

My previous speaker has mentioned that growth is not a dirty
word. Yes, | appreciate that growth is not a dirty word. But certainly
the growth in the price of essential commodities is a dirty word. No

doubt about it. That is what we want to say. (Contd. by 2W/VK)




149
Uncorrected/ Not for publication- 08.12.2009

VK-VNK/2w/3.45
SHRI SHYAMAL CHAKRABORTY (CONTD): Now | come to BPL, which

has been referred to repeatedly by several speakers. What is BPL,
according to the Government reports? When 77 per cent of our
population earns below Rs. 20 per day, that means, actually, 77 per cent
of our people are poor. So the Public Distribution System should be
introduced for those 77 per cent people at subsided rates. If you can
provide tax concession of Rs. 4,20,000 crores to the corporators, why a
portion of that can't be transferred for subsidising agricultural and
industrial products which are essentially meant for common people?
What prevented the Government from doing that? Actually, the people
have been cheated and exploited by the polices framed by the
successive Governments. If the Government brings all the essential
commodities under the PDS at subsidies rates, then the prices in the
open market will be compelled to go down.

Sir, today a cartoon was published in The Hindu. The cartoon
says, "We can promise a 100 per cent cut in emission because with the
ever rising prices, there will be no cooking". Thank you.

(Ends)
#t gorEor fart (SR uewn) @ Suwvefy A'iey, Ig wEs fha 1R g,
SHHT THI A IIQIST ST ST Aol Nl 3gIR H Udh @R BUl &
A Uew S TR A €, I AT g g Bl ol Wl BR SR S Bl
fOgar oY, I S B A Wi B sEH S Sftad b WaxT UeT 8 T T
<M 419 UV Ui fhar 81 § I8 Her Arsdn g b Sl 98§, 98 gARI

g9 78 2| 89 8% 9T 98 7s WX Idf dd & ..(FIgm)..




150
Uncorrected/ Not for publication- 08.12.2009

£} TSI U9IE T G 87

it gonEer kgt E & 9 B UHaT TR 9K F | 9ET gad N8 & dF @
DA AT BYY URT fhal § 3R PR II6iR H g WG ¢, df IAG! HIAT 99
JUY UfT fhelr g | A1 Buy yly fhal | 5, s9feY 98 A1 3y drell 18 & ool
AT TR, I DI AT o), I IMT B AT Wi T IS I§ GeR JEIR H
U 21 § I% $er aredr § [ I8 S 4E9S 7, I§ Ae IS "l e, dfed I8
HEIS Al 97N | haeT B I8 © b SHHT g% SHar--irar gial I8dT 2, ofdhT &M
gedT del &1 3 HEMs BT S9N SidT UR fohd+r R ¥, 39 99y H Udh
Uofarel eIk & Uad §Rie sMRa! Irgufar Ronald Reagan < U dR &1
o7 b "PHHT WHIRT @M B IS YHIR BRI DI AT BT dlel IGHAT Dl
RE E9d SRT A e SIP3ll & IRE YER I sAR R 91 &I aRe
AT @ HiePR B 8" I8 T A s | I8 Ronald Reagan &7 ®EAT T 3@
qaTed I8 © [ IWHR gRT AEME B A0 BT ST IRIBT §, I8 3 TP oA1H
GADIP W AEIRT T | 98 ATbSarsil & gab H ARl Pl ARAR I8 AR AR
B AT T2, W F $9d 0 F9=R 9=l &7 9gd MR AT 5.

(2x/MP wR W)

MP/2X/3.50

2 gorquor fErdt (F9FM) @ SR I SRERT W §gd WEIRd B |
PRIl 1 W JHeIR & S AT gadie &, SEH (979 [S=a1 &1, N agaii
DT 3 ATSH & Siad F Gdg ©, 9 Al bacl 22 BIFal & AR IUNT g HREM]
q IUMET ST 3 MM §, 98 63 TR © 1 AT 37T 3R IHHI T AR
S €, < el & Sitgd # SR Al S Hief € - R v, uRaeT g iR S e
89 ¥, 98 a7 &4F IR Adhd el SWUE BT 50 TR §, W 91 &89 &
Al BT S AT FABID TIR [HAT ST 2, IHH SHDI DI GHAY &1 Bl |
HEIGY, MY Ot & % Sfia @1 S emawdsd axqy &, I8 W Had S&f &
T B Tal B 7, W o e fre-mend ot @ ¥ ar e @ f @ v,
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IIRT W YT | SET BN, 9F ST 81, SHBI g B UgTs b T saord
HAT B, AT WIS 80f1, AT T |ASY {6 IHdG URAR &1 ST HIRAS 3
g, I9®T 50 e 98 37 A9 § Wd w) a1 ¥1 9NY I% e fF u'i w
Bl bR &1 BIg FRIAT 781 &1 F UP BICT AT ISTERYT YD <1 =T8T § |
MY R T deell Vold e | 3V 3R 3R 39 <ot AT off @l hire &Y,
ar fedt ot Tt off Sior # Hiew o 981 FRar g1 7 AEE d1G F N
SW AR €,  Sdfd ool @ g 7 &1 I 99T T © 6 e & foew
PIs el TN | 3T AT I8 FARIY fh IH AL BT MR IR HW ST AT
TEl USTI O SAEH T AT S SAHT SUHIHRT ¥, 98 $Ig Al al BT T8l g,
RifdH el 81 9% T §1 el fFda! 9¢ B 87 TAR TS A Ud
9gd IT d9dI § Sl easy money ARl ¥, Sl YR &Rdl 7, sl &drs
F I AT T A Rt FAE & I W &, S B i wfafaftat #
deH-HS®H Q@ Bl el &, SAIY 8H HEIS &I Sl 3R &, I8 AR fa@rg
TEl a1, WY S WRIg a7 &, NEdl e g3 e §, S 994Gy B o,
TTATE Ul 8, Rd) 8 &7 i = A’ 81 8, 98s BT IR 99 W
fears <ar 21 wey, # onft Racaels ™1 91l 98f W &l ¥ Sarm & o
- €, S9-99 U< B PRJ & | A YOl fb PRI T 8?7 SBi4 Pel &
BT AT STGH! DI easy money &l ST 8l o | 3R ol d+1 fheil &l el
ST, A 98 B R BR? IADT 7SS & /7 foar g, g o ff 9 99
SFRIT & ST |99 P! SR HEI BN 7, Sl ggd o JRIUT <=0 H 9 L
e ll, 98 A-3e & B9 badl fdeell § &1 A BAR FANS BT AR AR
ReIfcr T I ST Sfem €, SWHT <@ U 84 -8l olIdl b HEE WX fHhel THR
BT DIy AP T

T 91 I8 © [P S GaxT GADId ©, 98 Yol GAbid 8l JFell AT
g & AR S Ha-9fed ©, SART S @RIg & d16hd &, SART Sl 9937 T, 98
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TRIET Bl d1hd & BT A B THRT UgT A o= are} giar S X7 87 99 &
-1 Ig HEMs BT 22 Abid T A IUIGT & B AT dlel AT~
B DA b R AR GRETT B T 7 Uil & AR T B 9] AdwRil bl B
BT FABIH I UNT & - € A B8, Hifd Ig Sl AdT &5 8, 98 39 PP H
I TET I €1 31 3y g <f¥y & S B1Fd 96 &1 8§, SHDBl HROT -l

27 SEPBT HNUT 3 AT G 3 99137 fh S 9ruel dRIIN §, 98 dieT

BRIGR USel IR qul & Yd 65 IR HRIS SUY BT AT|

(2Y/SC W swsr)

-mp/sc-tdb/3.55/2y

3t gorEor RERt (FAFTE) @ oS a8 37 o RIS dd Ugd T T | SHET
Hded I8 € [P Qo & Febel BRe] IcUla HT 92 YKIEIT ST e 3R &, I8 el
FHRIER | T | 721G, eI 3R TGIIET Hrfrar W SHRINT &l | 31T Bie-
A AURT BT AT Uds ol - 3 AR FGRIT s § I8! of - ofhT I &
ISI-ISI BT 8, g AT 8, ¥ N UPR 9 SHRIRT dRdl g,
TN B T WAl § RNfH FeIRY, SHNER, I8 AHIR AR ST - ga)
Sl |iS-T6 &, I8 Wie-1is Hl Ml Bl GgIRI BT 98 g9l HRU FHT SRl © |
ST § e Arear § fb gARl @iy <™ Hifd T8 21 S ¥ i & T 8
BT I§ BRUT | AT W GR&AT B a1 dgd Pbal Skl o, 3T SHRT IUTGT

RO = YT 2| Wil °91c &7 971 87 81 g1 89 Ugel Aqfod Tl &_a 9,
<IfpT BRT HifT & d1g 8T $ad g AR =adt R Fa SI1aT SR fear ar
ST BART ol € AT SO Blel §, ST W SR &F & 97| TR ST 89 S
g & g ok Iad & ST H |l HHI §s | SHGIY ST Saeddhdl 59 a1
ol & b Tt 7 fFrder 9¢ S} frolt faer o¢ | @t § fof faer S8t 1999-2000
H 11.9 YRR o, 98 ST gTHY 6.6 YRR I8 AT & | fHAmi & Il &= )
Fol FreT AfRY offeh T oot 73 ufcrerd fham Il &1 W) &l e &1 A
q qad 8, ¥ 8, SIPl Plg Flod T8I & | S Tb AT IThl YAT SUAeT &
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FRIGH, S qF NI ITHT TdT & trap H, o & O 7 & AT, 9 Th STD!
Regfer 7 fHdl UbR &7 YR &1 8T FhelT| Mar SN DI W gFATaT FERT BT
o1l & US| 3 H, § g HeT =BT § b S DA & - F T gHIT 39
UHR Bl 910 B Iz [ M Gl - I dEdl b R wRT @ Dl
qrIfde, Bis giaral T g9 @12y | SAR] GHTSAIG] Urel aRTeR BHIFdl Dl
I & Ty 99 il o) fearg o=l ©, § SThT SGRUT HRAT arsdm g |
freft Y sravae RAMRTT g & P Tl aFTT & ¢ O A Af¥H & 8T
g BT g1 @MY fb S A1 AT g9, SHS! ST el AN 8, 99 UR Sl
Al W 3T ®, SR g8 ISR H 3¢ A1 98 $6 Ul & 3fax fluctuate & |
ST SUHT B f29g =&l &1 ST Sif maximum rate &, IgaT cost
accountancy @&l ®ls transparency 9el g, s STHeR! 8! & b STPhT 3ol
ST RIT T | AT BT Q1-@T8 IO A THL 5 AT 6 IO dF ¢ |

it SUFTIRT : FIIT FATE HIRTT |

it gorqEer far} : EEm=r B BEAl BT SIR-ISTT & BHA! & e, Y ST
gfer R AT 15 URIRIT & SATGT 7 8T | 3MTST 31U S & fd (AN SId Bael TR
PRAT § d9 IFHT VT RT BT © AR IAP q16 99 HHA &H &I Sl 8, o F
qil & BRI H AT WBR & MaMi § g8 il Sl &, d9 IFHhI G T sidl
g | ST B9 T I8 A 2 © b & BAal & arg § B ¥ HH 16 yikred
& 3GY IAR-ISIT BT AMBY| ST 98 6 AR 7 O AT BT AT 2| TR,
AT BT AU BES B 3 DT el a3y I SFd! AT W g3 8l
TAT I TR AR R FHASAS SiiaT-wR el | .(F87T & 89¢l).. HY awgai
BT BIHAAT AT TSRS TGS B Bar 7 Sifragel FHFEr a9 T2 | AR
ST T Al S RUe # Sgfr &1 ¢ & fhami & S9! and § &9 ¥ &9
50 Tficrerd @ fie T ARy | 39 W W BIs &g Tl A M 21 Sifw 9 3w
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SrAal # Sfifreagol aRTeRY 81 | I 89 S gaquIc dY 3R Sl 98} | gHIe 8l

3R IH Plg aRTERT T8l & df 89 Al e Sy |

it SuRTHUfey : farY S, @& BRU|

£ goryuor frard} - F I8 bEr AEar § {6 SHdl & R H OfF 9o s giral

AERT ) gard! Aifat q@ 981 @ S, <M gier 981 S, 99 96 had

IRIT-UIRIY § M &l Felim & I8 I IR &1 e’ §1 3R

argefl Rl 7 i €1 wel f S gl B 2, g Y ©, S9dl &M O 3T

Bl OF B © | A Il BT W T PN, Alg B QM I BN, FHC BT GH I

PN, AT BT JUIS U dF HY 3R IR RERT 390 WRER &I <, Ig SFd

TET T

Tt SUHHIURT | FATGT BT | SO ITRT F9Y of forar 2 |
(2STs-TqAIUg IR HHIT)

Kgg-mcm/2z/4.00

2 gorquoT ferardt : safery 3RT R FEAT § b ST d v e il H, iy
il 7 gt uReds 81 SR, S 94U B QU T8l BN, I ddb He S
BBl T8I, bae] 98 BT Gl g1 I8 M | HBIGd, H gol Teal & AN (U qId

GH PRAT § | IgA-Igd gIaIg |

()
SHRIMATI JAYA BACHCHAN (UTTAR PRADESH): Sir, can | speak for
a moment? Sir, | just would like to bring to the notice of the Minister a
fact. | was driving from Nasik to Mumbai. It was in the evening, about 8
p.m. Two truckloads of onion were being thrown off the flip. This is so
much for the Member who was speaking on behalf of the Public
Distribution System. Thank you.

(Ends)
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7 AR g HHH (ST US9N) @ W, 984 &1 T9R e W) faR-faqsr g1 <&
g HEIS BT S 53 T, 59P IR H T 7 AT §1 99 ugel W ST 39N
ARV Hed ATEd dlel §, Seid 1 3ol Hder iR f&ar snfex @t 2|
SR BT 7 Ul Aot H BET & [ "I WO T DI, Ig AT U ool |”
ST 8 o %2 © [ BARN Ol Aidbs €, o AT Ta=R & 3R 39 A1l &
TR &, IGH UBl Aol FavaR § S dIF 22-23 3U¢ Uiy fhell off a8 39
AT 38 TUY UfT fhal €1 S 65 WHC & eIl g1 S IS Ug 20 BUY
el o iR fS=FaT i aTel & SATaT o1 AR o, e folt ReR Fedl © 6
BH M 3f&H! & fory HIfT g9t &, NI [ &I o1 el 81 SRIATST e o,
Fife = ITH ST ¥ e} T, 9 d T[S F B BM AT o A, oAl
ST g8l I A A AN Fiebel AT 377 ATGH B WRBR Bl HUT By 3
JATEHl & HUR AR 3T g8 TS 40 3y fhell &1 a1 &I u<il 149 A 215 JUY

el W U 18 © | T[S W | IR¥C &l gl &1 37T 18-20 JUY WX 1T
& |

ST WfelT Ul ¥, S99 3ia} 4l AqWE © 1 SF Bls shisc ofFl 8l &,
i ar dleld & b $HIUd el & WWBR T 3R 9 f$@shise 1 8ar & dr
FEd ¢ fo 72 mE O A% 3RS war St @ aore 9 ¥ e ar SHel o
ghfl, &9 981 @ed o Sar el 81§11 dfeT wgms & fow e
bl TIR AEY AR W TEHde & AR S wfelT Ul & 98 FAscs
vaifafafadis fay qar 98 g, fsasfse iRl & <1 a'd & 8k dfee <ir
AR T qaT AdT &, S FHmar § smeide 9T @ W2 8 3R Sdl 99 I[N &Y
T WA ol & 981 HIUF Uil & WRBHR 7 &1 | S8l Bidd & WHR 7
B, 99 AN &l I w@iie ol g, T ar facell § 9ga €, oIfeT agi &
Sl B = 3resl S & 2 |

(BA/Gs U¥ %hHIT)
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GS-SSS/3A/4.05

Y srgar Rig FIAYH (FoTTa) @ T T B TS BT A9 ST W T | A
62 AT I T 3R T 12 BRI AN Dl FRT H B8 & o FoiqR o,
3TN I TN ®f HfeHe & W difafcas &) 32 €| SH&T GHE T8l &) I8
g ST # 3MUBT I§ Pl aedl § b q¢ & 270 ¥ ET Kl # TaIetse
HIHT 3T 91 &, 3MU SWdh o Iu-H WG T &, 31U SAP Iy BT 97 7
€, ISI-a1 HIWNY 7X@ €, el Silq urdd 8 /N 9, I8 €W S1a7 R & |
Y SR &1 AR Aifed 5 Bl o7 "Y@ 9idd T BT, S ATl AU
ARTTI" PR &7 oM & U # & XISt Mdred o, a1 S9& 3fex Su-afeT @
ST UaT T Y Wbl | A B I Pel AV {db U Wil H T B AT &
? Bl I & 9] I 39 A1 & Tg%R § IR A8 I Al § R/ R
I RT & ? ERBR BT T 8 AT & ? ..(Fae).. &9 I 9T a/ed © b gAN

Y H SHIICH Red §, fTa! 89 g1 &1 a9 931 A $ed ©, AR

T P SHBA 7 AR T B SAFSIRS U BT 62 ATl § ga+T Y& g7 T
g b gollufcral & <iQr iR SolaR del Sl § iR A, 2009 H S SR
SRR g3, Y daT iR SlaRM oSl T, RISl BT UC BICHI ITdhT UT
WRT ST IET | ST 89 SRR 9 ST dledl, J8s & aN ¥ 3ffdbs dal AT
3R BH XU UG © | ..(FqYH).. &H AIE © & S I SR arell uidi ®, I8
S0 sgedH? B ff Fag § T2 @A ared) off, gy U S9aT gt g
AT ATET| .. (Tae).. T S10 PSS dR Bl MU FAg H arall o7 ..(Taem)...
fob a9 €10 SFSSHY & U Th-Uh # & dlel o U ©, 31 g8 d9e & -8l
JMU, 31 I8 UIfhTATT Bt ATl | S | B0 FTSHY - drell AT .. (F9T Bl
°e)).. A1, § F9-97 Uap b el AT S A AISPR GAS H AT §, Dls g
T TET UTAT| 319 3MUBT IhT statue W gRT T TET T .. (Fawm)..

it STHHTTRT @ HIAYRT S, 3T YIS 1S9 W) Al |
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Y 3raaR Rig FHAGH © g T SN & W I F Ae F W o Yl . (@aE)..

AR, H YIS (89T WX B dif T § | .. (qem)...

it Suerafy - T, Y|y gt o ' oft g € L (eraum).

2 SR g UG S0 IR ABT 7 ;U B SHEFT & AT Th g1

gR-gite &l iy <t |

1l SUAHTURT @ 31 AT AT DI |

2 AR g FAAG S0 rTsHY e o NiE aF F S fowm < o,

3R ARGR I [T BT AT of<ll, IFBT YT ATGY 3R ARG DR Fefell,

ol 3ITST ST AR < BT 847 ©, I8 eI Il | ..(gaes).. 3771 70 WS ol

(Y. IR UG # I A IR AT | T8l §¢ 2| MY IREy fF e 62

qrer § T fRar € 7 L (aum). S99 AiST-9gd HE gurell, Ol garT g

SUAHRT HEIed, § I8 He-l d18dl § (b SHBT P WRHAMCT Salol bl SV |
CEIREESIED)

-SSS/NBR-ASC/3B/4.10.

#t qar g HRMYH (FAFE) @ 59 89 99 $B a9 IR T §, o (B §F
PG T B H FT S I 87 T UTSYAR B Aol W) Blg @1 7 b gH S
e T DR oAl |...(FquH).. R, Uh-al e | .. (gaum)..

S SUFATRT : YR WIEq, AYDT FHT T &1 T | ....(ae™)... T
BT |

2} AR Rig YR @ W, v-al e 3R T A1 89 ar & dled &1 78]
g1 ...(TqE ). 9T X2 8, df are SIfig | ... (caem)...

2 Igafer @ B drerd TR §, AR 99T 01 B 2| L(IauTE).. 9T ST,
Sfee =& gl ... (araum)..

£t AR g FHAYH : ST TR T, S9D! Bl g A § % ey R A
HSAY BT TFAIYC B Fb<l Bl |..(qd8M)... TART I8 FolRM & & shHfieD
TRIANCYM §¢ fHar U ...(ae). iR 396 ®ux Uhfded Hifd IR &f
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ST |....(IaET™).. 89 I8 $He-T ardl (& I gAR U THdeeRd o ©, 98 &Y
& &9 Il ST <81 21 I8 gAR o vas o<t f=oram &1 vy g1 ... (5awm)..

ot SUUMUT 319 IMURT FATT AT U] You have taken more time

than the time allotted to your party. 3 FaTE HifTe | Shri Malaisamy.

Mt AR e HAgH @ ST ARE T AT €, 99-99 Afed, 999
..(qgm).. sAfIT B9 I8 AR & Eiideerd ofe @ g9rT Sy SR did
FEfRT & @ T T @ SN WHR 72T F Y B8T & &R Tdh
Ferfoea Reifafaferdt o fF g7 7278 & e W™ el gU € 3R 39 < & N9
JTEHY BT IS AT 8, S Q¥ P HOPAY b 3D NI I & | AR Q20
b TE-GRE BRIS ANl PRl § I8d €, T 89 WEIT H IAD! U1 @i |

AR §Q ST AT8d 87 BH SAPI W DIS T PIS dalged HRAT B |

(A=)

MR. DEPUTY CHARIMAN: Dr. Malaisamy. Your party has got five
minutes.
DR. K. MALAISAMY (TAMIL NADU): Thank you Mr. Deputy Chairman,
Sir, for calling me on behalf of the AIADMK to join my colleagues here to
speak on this very important subject -- price rise. Due to paucity of
time...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You are entitled only to that. What can |
do? Had it been in my hands, | would like to give you more.
DR. K. MALAISAMY: | am fully conscious of it. Sir, | may not be able to
complete my task, except touch and go to the issues.

Sir, coming straight to the subject, the macro-level challenges or
threats like global meltdown, global warming, global recession, etc., have
got a direct impact on inflation also, but, not to the extent, as others

have highlighted. | agree that it has a marginal affect. This is how |



159
Uncorrected/ Not for publication- 08.12.2009

look at it. | am saying this by taking hint from the hon. Prime Minister's
observation, followed by the Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Commission, who had said that all these threats and challenges have
got an affect on India. But, it has got only a marginal affect. That is
how they look at it. In such a situation, one cannot take excuse that it is
due to things beyond their control. As far as | can see, the macro-level
issues have a limited impact. | come straight to inflation which is very
much talked about by all. Look at inflation at the international level and
inflation at the Indian level. Inflation at the Indian level, sometime back,
had reached to a double digit. Of course, now, it has come down to 8
per cent and odd and will continue like that. A lot has been talked
about inflation. Sir, it is not occurring for the first time. Inflation is in
existing for quite a long time in India.

Coming to price rise, as my colleagues have highlighted, the
prices of essential commodities have gone up by leaps and bounds.
How have they gone up from one week to another? The prices in the
domestic market have gone up like anything. For example, the price of
onion has gone up several times, potato has gone up by 44 per cent,
primary articles have gone up by 9 per cent, pulses have increased by
23 per cent, milk by 10 per cent, rice by 12 per cent, etc. In other
words, the prices of essential commodities used by human being have
gone up and up.

(CONTD. BY PB "3C")

PB/3c/4.15
DR. K. MALAISAMY (CONTD.): Sir, according to me, in this particular

case, or, for that matter, with regard to any issue, there are controllable
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factors and uncontrollable factors. As far as controllable factors are
concerned, they are within the reach of human beings. On the other
hand, in the wake of science and technology, we are able to do
something even with regard to uncontrollable factors. If that be the
case, | could cite one or two reasons. One is the mishandling of the
issues which are faced by us.

It is on record that the Government has gone to the extent of
exporting rice, wheat and pulses recently when the prices are going up
like anything. When the prices in India are shooting up, why have they
gone for export? This is my first point.

Secondly, Sir, there is corruption. In the rice export, a scam has
also occurred. The sugar prices could not be controlled even during
festival season. Sir, the Minister the other day told us that he has to
make a balance between the interest of the agriculturists and the
consumers.  While | agree that the interests of both should be
protected, but, at the same time, this balancing has to be done without
affecting the interests of either side.

Sir, due to paucity of time, instead of dilating on the various
causes and reasons for the price rise, etc., | would like to come
straightway to the measures to be taken so that the prices can be
contained because | am more concerned about it.

Coming to point no. 1, they should go to the root cause instead
of looking upon the periphery. | used to cite even a couplet from
Thirukkural. But | don't repeat it here. | think, first the root cause of any
issue has to be found out and then its solution can be found out. Now,

Sir, coming to point no. 1 ...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: How many times you would say, 'number
one'?
DR. K. MALAISAMY: Sir, when | am talking about the measures, | have
got three or four measures which, | think, are very relevant for the
Minister. Sir, you had given me five minutes. But so far | have taken
only two-three minutes.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Unfortunately, the clock is right here in front
of me. You have already taken five minutes.
DR. K. MALAISAMY: Sir, kindly bear with me. | will try to finish in two-
three minutes. Sir, | am very conscious about my time.

Sir, coming to inflation, the Government and the Reserve Bank of
India can do wonders to control inflation. They should ensure money
flow and they should also reduce the interest rate and lower the tax to
boost the demand and induce savings and investment. The Government
should spend on infrastructure and social programmes. This is the way
the Government and the Reserve Bank can do it. This is number one.

Then, secondly, Sir, they should deal with -- some of the hon.
Members have also mentioned it -- unscrupulous elements strictly. They
should not have any sympathy for them. On the other hand, they should
deal strictly with the unscrupulous elements and anti-social elements like
middlemen, hoarders, black marketeers and unscrupulous traders who
are mainly responsible for artificial creation of demand and supply
resulting in price rise.

Thirdly, Sir, there is a need to streamline the corruption-ridden
Public Distribution System. Madam, Jayanthi Natarajan was saying that

it looks as if everything is okay in Tamil Nadu. Where is Mr. Siva?



162
Uncorrected/ Not for publication- 08.12.2009

...(Interruptions)...  Sir, he should not interrupt me. ...(Interruptions)...
They say that everything is okay. According to me, the PDS is meant
for the poor people, the card holders. But whatever is given under the
PDS is being siphoned off and taken away by some people and en
block it is being blackmarketed. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)... It is not
necessary that everybody should get up. Please.

DR. K. MALAISAMY: Sir, they should ensure that it should go to the
right persons at the right time. ...(Time-bell)...

Sir, coming to revamping the Food and Civil Supply Department, it
is white elephant. They are not doing its job properly and they should be
made to work. You should also think to reorganize and review its
working so that they can do their work effectively.

(Contd. by 3d/SKC)

3d/4.20/skc
DR. K. MALAISAMY (Contd.): Sir, a mass consumer movement should
be started so that whenever there is arbitrary increase in prices, they
protest and see to it that the Government is made to understand what
the public wants. The untimely increase in oil prices has led to the rise
in prices of so many articles. What | am trying to say is, they have
increased the oil prices retrospectively; instead, they should have made
timely corrections in such a way that they need not coordinate and
combine it with this.

Sir, one or two points more and then | shall conclude. The rate of
inflation to be negative and rise in prices, are two things that should not

go together. Unfortunately, in India, they go together. Correct prediction
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of monsoons is an important factor. In such a situation, they must build
on their stocks and properly store them, so that in case of deficient
monsoons, the needs are taken care of. In case of a delayed monsoon
and deficient rains, there is speculation. So, hoarding is taking place. We
must think about how to avert such things.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

DR. K. MALAISAMY: Wastage of food and pilferage should be avoided
by improving storage and processing facilities.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | think | have given you sufficient time.
Please conclude.

DR. K. MALAISAMY: Too much dependence on rains and irrigation for
agriculture should be avoided and more and more agricultural products
like pulses and maize must be grown, so that food production can be
increased. Water scarcity is another problem. Last but not the least, Sir,
there should be rationalisation and reduction in import and increase in
exports.

Let me conclude with the fervent hope and request the hon.
Minister and the Government that the system must be reviewed and
tightened in such a way that the measures take care of price rise
whenever it occurs. They have been saying that they have been doing
this and doing that. But the ground reality is, it is not true.

(Ends)
SHRI N.K. SINGH (BIHAR): Mr. Deputy Chairman Sir, | think that the
hon. Minister for Agriculture, who is such a consummate, keen watcher
of sportsmen, must be finding himself a bit bewildered that in such a

short session of the Rajya Sabha, to be bowled twice over completely,
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once on the sugarcane stuff, and then on this stuff about prices, both of
which seem to have somewhat taken him by surprise. For an astute
player of his kind, fortunately, Sir, unlike Don Bradman, this is not his
last innings and he can hope to really salvage his reputation.

Sir, couple of things are very clear. First and foremost, the current
rise in prices is a combination of several factors; combination, first and
foremost, of endemic, long-term disequilibrium between demand and
supply, changing consumer preferences, plateauing of our productivity
and disruption of global markets and distribution. Some of these lend
themselves to short-term solutions. There are others, Sir, where the
causes are more endemic. But there is no getting away, Mr. Minister,
with the fact that unless supply side responses are significantly
improved, it will be difficult to make a short-term dent in the situation.
One unhappy thing is that, unfortunately, this does not seem to be a
spike in the prices from 2007-08; this seems to be an endemic long-term
trend driven by three important factors. First and foremost, Sir, driven by
the fact that meat consumption is going up at a rate which is
unprecedented. Second, Sir, population, which is six billion today, even
with the best of efforts, will hit 9.2 billion by 2050. And, thirdly, Sir, the
inability for global productivity patterns, cropping systems to sustain
higher levels of productivity in the light of the changing dynamics of
climate changes seem to be insurmountable.

My suggestion to the Minister is, concentrate on two types of
measures. First of all, concentrate on some short-term measures. What
can you do in the short run? In the short run, | think that the most

important thing he can do, Sir, and the London Economist, about which
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| had the privilege of mentioning to you, which carried a special
supplement only two weeks ago, said, as far as India is concerned, how
do we minimise 35 per cent waste in fruits and vegetables and 44 per
cent waste in a whole range of other crops.

(Contd. by hk/3e)

HK/3e/4.25
SHRI N.K. SINGH (CONTD.): This can be done by, of course,
concentrating on something which he is doing, but accelerating it in
terms of marketing linkages, prolonging the shelf life and enabling the
advantages of cold chain to small and medium farmers. This will give
some short-term returns which will be very gainful and beneficial. |
come, Sir, to some long-term factors since the time available to me is
very short. Fortunately, investments in agriculture, which in a 25-years
cycle went down significantly to just 1.2 per cent, has cropped up in the
last 18 months. It has again gone up from about 1.2 per cent to 8 per
cent. Will it make up the past? Historically speaking, perhaps not. But
| think along with the challenge of making up the investment deficiency,
one sad part is, Sir, that the per capita availability of foodgrains in the
last five years, and particularly, in the last two years, to the poorest
population of the world, has gone down. That is why, Mr. Minister, | am
sure you are aware that the FAO Conference on Hunger, that we just
concluded one week ago, ended its last Resolution to say, "Tonight in
the world more than one billion people will sleep hungry." As far as
India is concerned, in the last 18 months, 250 million people, according
to the UN statistics, have gone under deeper poverty. That is one of

the factors that we need to attack ourselves. We need to attack
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ourselves on adaptation of cropping patterns. Mr. Swaminathan spoke
day before yesterday in Parliament and he mentioned about the findings
of his inter-Governmental Report how crop productivity and protein
yields in crops are falling dramatically. Is our research and development
keeping pace with how to adapt with this inevitable phenomena? How
to change cropping patterns which are more drought resistance, which
require less water and which are less dependent on chemical fertilizers
to be able to sustain the plateau of productivity? Let me give you one
example which is alarming. Do you know Minister that the world is
gripped by bees' virus? Bees are dying all over the world and that this
decline in the bee population is leading to this huge problem of
pollination. In case of China, we are resorting to hand pollination. What
are we doing in terms of research and development to ensure that this
bee virus, which has afflicted the world, does not afflict India, which,
even the most severest knock, we can receive in terms of trying to seek
crop productivity?  So, there are challenges of a short-term nature.
There are those which you can do in the immediate future to improve
supply side responses. But there are more important challenges which
you have. They are challenges of demography, challenges of change in
consumer preferences as meat consumption puts greater pressure on
the food chain, changing pastoral habits and adaptation to the problems
of global warming and climate change. Thank you.

(Ends)
SHRI Y.P. TRIVEDI (MAHARASHTRA): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, the
topic which we are discussing today is of paramount importance,

namely, price rise. In economic terms, it would mean spiralling inflation.
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Inflation can be of many types. It may be cost-push inflation or it may
be any type of inflation where too much money is chasing too few
goods and that is what we call the price rise. The price rise is visible in
all spheres. | might point out that in my city, Mumbai, one square foot
of area in a flat in some parts of the city costs as much as Rs.1 lakh.
The prices are rising in real estate; prices are rising of industrial goods.
Today's morning paper says that the car prices are also going to see a
very steep rise. But we are concerned here today with the price rise in

essential commodities which concerns the common people.

(Contd. by 3f/KSK)

KSK/4.30/3F
SHRI Y.P. TRIVEDI (CONTD): The common people are affected
because of the price rise of essential goods. What is the position? If
you look at the statistics -- | have got plenty of them, but | do not
intend to rattle them because much has been spoken about the
statistics -- there is a wide gulf between the Wholesale Price Index, the
Consumer Price Index and the actual price paid by the householder for
buying his commodities. Even the Consumer Price Index is also not one
index, but there are so many. There is consumer price for industrial
workers, for agricultural labour, for non-manual labour and for urban
people.
(THE VICE-CHAIRMAN, Prof. P.J. Kurien, in the Chair)

These types of indices also sometimes create some confusion.
So, we should have some narrowing down between the Wholesale Price
Index, the Consumer Price Index and the price actually paid by the

householders while buying the commodities. Now, | think, this House,
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rather than trying to put blame, should try to find out what are the
causes, what is the effect, and what are the remedies available. | would
submit that if you look at the causes, one should not forget that there
was a failure of monsoon in West Bengal, U.P. and there was cyclone
and floods in the southern parts of India. Today, you are talking about
rising price of potatoes which has gone almost hundred per cent higher.
But, we may not be aware that 40 per cent of the potatoes come from
West Bengal, 30 per cent from U.P. and 30 per cent from the rest of the
country. Because of failure of monsoon in West Bengal and U.P., the
potato crop has been affected. The tomato crop has been affected
because of the cyclone and floods in southern India. Under those
circumstances, there are remedies which we can think about. The same
Agriculture Minister was proud to say last year that there was queue
before him in his Office of people from other countries who wanted to
import rice from India. So, we had buffer stock in all respects. How is
it that suddenly, the situation has worsened? What are the causes and
what are the remedies which can be worked out? | think, what is
necessary is that we must have some provision for perishable goods for
a buffer stock. We have got the Agriculture Produce Market Act. But,
under this Act, the mandis are at a far distance. And, that is why,
aartees come in the way and they pocket a large amount of money.
There should be mandis or the collection centres near the farm house
where the farmers can immediately bring the products and they can be
kept in cold-storage for a longer period. If the buffer stock is created,

this type of scarcity, which has arisen because of the failure of



169
Uncorrected/ Not for publication- 08.12.2009

monsoon, would not arise because then the things can be taken out
from the buffer stock.

Much has been said about imports and the Agriculture Minister is
quite open for the imports to be made at a subsidised rate or without
any duty at all. | think, this is a policy which has to be supported.

Then, much has been stated about sugar. But, when we are
discussing sugar, we must realise that it is also a political issue. (Time-
bell). | will only take two more minutes, and | will only give positive
suggestions. So far as sugar is concerned, one has to be mindful of
the fact that there is a grower of sugarcane, there is a consumer who is
consuming the sugar and there are also sugar mills. Interests of all of
them should be taken into consideration. There must be remunerative
price for the sugarcane grower. There must be affordable price of sugar
for the consumer. At the same time, you must see to it that sugar mills
do not die out automatically.

We must also think in terms of another Green Revolution. For
that, it is very necessary that we must think in terms of water
maintenance, or, water harvesting. Water is going to be a perennial
headache for all of us. | think, we all must think in terms of preservation
of water. In the city of Mumbai, the Municipal Corporation has started
tapping the wells and they have found that large amount of water will be
available by tapping of those wells.

We must think of fertilizers. There are barren lands. The barren
lands can be converted into cultivable lands. India can have the largest
amount of cultivable lands. There is Desert of Kutch in Rajasthan. If

the Government does not have the resources, they should be given to
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industrial houses which can covert them into fertile lands like on the
sides of...(Interruptions).

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Now, please conclude.
SHRI Y.P. TRIVEDI: Much has been stated about the hoarders and
profiteers.

(continued by 3g - gsp)

GSP-AKA-3G-4.35
SHRI Y.P. TRIVEDI (CONTD.): Some figures have been given as to how

many places were raided, and, how many people were prosecuted. Sir,
prosecution is not important. The important thing is to see how many of
them have been convicted. The number is very less. The real reason is
that the Essential Commodities Act is very faulty. What we need to do
is fast-track courts to deal with the hoarders. | have no doubt that our
Agriculture Minister, who himself is a farmer, is conscious of all these
facts and he will be able to find a remedy to the situation. Thank you.
(Ends)
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN: Mr. M.P. Achuthan. You have to conclude in
five minutes. (Interruptions) His party has three minutes time. | am
giving five minutes.
SHRI M.P. ACHUTHAN (KERALA): Thank you, Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir. |
will try to conclude within the allotted time. Sir, there is no need to
quote figures to highlight the price rise. Everybody is concerned about
the price rise, and, people are on the move. All over the country, people
are agitating. Yesterday, in Tamil Nadu, thousands of persons were
court-arrested. This is not an issue of one party. Rising above the

political affiliations, people are agitating against the price rise. Hon.
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Minister of Agriculture assured this House that there is no shortage of
foodgrains and that we have ample stocks of rice, wheat and other
essential items. According to the figures released by NAFED, during the
first six months of this year, India exported ten lakh tonne onion. That
shows that we have got ample foodgrains and other essential items.
Still, we are facing shortage or scarcity of essential items and having
price rise. What is the reason? The reason is: the economic policy of
this Government, and, the unbridled liberalisation policy of the
Government. The philosophy which guides this Government is that the
market forces will decide everything; market forces will decide the price.
The measures taken by the Government are in tune with this philosophy.
That is why, still, the Central Government is allowing future trading in
many essential items. So, the big traders and the corporate houses in
retail trade are able to corner the food items, create artificial scarcity and
increase the prices. Another factor is the commodity exchange. Here
also, big players are able to manipulate the market. The Government is
not taking any measure to prevent hoarding and black-marketing. The
Government says that it is the concern of the State Governments. Sir,
in 2002-03, there were two amendments in the Essential Commodities
Act. That notification was repealed only partially. Still, the Government
is not ready to repeal it totally, and, coordinate with the efforts taken by
the State Governments to prevent hoarding and black-marketing.  Sir,
everybody concedes that to contain price rise, and, to give relief to the
common man, the only viable solution is extending and strengthening
the public distribution system. | am very thankful to the hon. Minister for

commending the Kerala Government's performance in the public
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distribution system.  But this House must know what the Central
Government is doing to the Kerala Government. Kerala is a State, a
consumer State, which is depending on other States for every item, rice,
vegetables and everything. In such a situation, we are able to contain
the price rise, and, the price rise in Kerala is comparatively low.

(Contd. by sk-3h)

SK/8H/4.40

SHRI M.P. ACHUTHAN (CONTD.): Take the Consumer Price Index for
rural goods, in Kerala it was 485 points in September whereas in Punjab,
it was 568 points and in Andhra, it was 533 points. In the Consumer
Price Index list, the position of Kerala is 17th. It is because of the
market intervention and the effective steps taken by the Kerala
Government that we are able to contain the price rise to a very large
extent. | am not saying that there is no price rise in Kerala. It is there.
But when compared to other States, Kerala is better due to existence of
the public distribution system in the State. But what is the attitude of
the Central Government? The Government of India cut 85 per cent of
the ration quota for the APL sector in Kerala. When the new
Government, the second UPA Government came to office .. (Time bell)
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Okay. Your five minutes
are over.

SHRI M.P. ACHUTHAN: | need only three more minutes, Sir.

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN: No, no. No more time please. You have taken
five minutes. (Interruptions) Okay, you take one more minute. Your five

minutes are over. (Interruptions) No partiality for the Chair. (Interruptions)
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When in the Chair, no partiality. If | am there, | would support him.
(Interruptions)
SHRI M.P. ACHUTHAN: The stock position improves. (Interruptions) Now,
the Government says that there is enough stock in the Central pool. Still 85
per cent of the APL quota is reduced and the price of the APL rice has also
risen. In this grim situation, here in Kerala, the Government is distributing 25
kilo of rice at 2 rupees per kilo to 26 lakh poor people. But according to the
Planning Commission, there are only 10 lakh BPL households in Kerala. They
are artificially creating a situation that there are very few BPL families in India
and reducing the allocation to the State. So, if the Central Government is
sincere .. (Time-bell)
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Yes, you have taken seven
minutes. (Interruptions)
SHRI M.P. ACHUTHAN: It says to contain the prices (Interruptions) They
have to allot enough food-grains to Kerala. What pains me a lot is the ..
(Time-bell)
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN: Okay. You made your point. (Interruptions)
Instead of three minutes, you have taken seven minutes. (Interruptions)
SHRI M.P. ACHUTHAN: Trying to politicise the food situation
(Interruptions) and they are making agitation against the State
Government. (Interruptions)
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN: Yes, Mr. Achuthan, you have taken seven
minutes. No more time please. (Interruptions) Please, Mr. Achuthan.
(Interruptions)  Please. (Interruptions) Okay, you have made your
points. That is enough.
SHRI M.P. ACHUTHAN: Okay. Thank you.

(Ends)
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Okay, thank you. Shri M.
V. Mysura Reddy. Reddyj/, you have only five minutes.

SHRI M.V. MYSURA REDDY (ANDHRA PRADESH): Thank you, Sir.
Sir, this year, if my remembrance goes correct, this is the third time
when we are discussing the price rise of essential commodities. Sir,
every time the stereotype reply from the Government is that they are
taking measures like export ban, zero import duty, imposition of ban on
future trading, stock limit on hoarding, imports at substantial rates,
bringing commodities under PDS, etc. But in spite of all these
measures, the prices of essential commodities are skyrocketing. It has
never come down. That means these ad hoc measures have neither
protected farmers, nor have they helped the consumers.

(continued by 3s/ysr)

-SK/YSR-VNK/4.45/3J
SHRI M.V. MYSURA REDDY (CONTD.): Sir, recently, while replying to a

question, the hon. Finance Minister said that it was because of
mismatch between supply and demand, and also due to less production.
If so, | want to ask this question. Why is it that only consumer price is
skyrocketing whereas the price at which a farmer sells his product is not
increasing, if not skyrocketing?

| want to bring this issue to the notice of this august House. For
rice, the farmer's sale price is Rs.18 per kg. But its retail price is Rs.40
per kg. For wheat, the farmer's sale price is Rs.15 per kg. But its retail
price is Rs.39 per kg. For moong dal (green gram), the farmer's sale
price is Rs.40 per kg. But its retail price is Rs.100 per kg. For arhar

(yellow gram), the farmer's sale price is Rs.47 per kg. But its retail



175
Uncorrected/ Not for publication- 08.12.2009

price is Rs.105 per kg. Shrimati Jaya Bachchan spoke about onion. |
want to speak about chilly. For chilly, the farmer's sale price is Rs.10
per kg. But its retail price is Rs. 60 per kg. The farmer is not getting
any benefit of increase in prices but the consumer is paying more.

Sir, | came to know that the Union Agriculture Minister is
discussing this problem with the States. Of course, ours is a federal
structure. There will be problems. | want to know if tangible measures
have been discussed with the States; whether the States are willing to
take any tangible action; and whether there is any tangible result to
control the prices. | want to know this thing.

The Prime Minister has said this on record that the price rise is
because of market forces. | want to know whether this price rise is due
to market forces or due to middlemen. | have shown that there are
variations in the price at which a farmer is selling his produce and its
retail price.

When time is right, wrong decisions have been taken by this
Government. When there is less production, it will allow export. When
there is good production, they ban the export. For instance, the Ministry
has prohibited in April 2008 export of non-Basmati rice and in four
months, it changed this policy and allowed export of PUSA-1121 variety
of non-Basmati rice to help a few companies.

When there was encouraging production of sugar in 2006, the
Government of India banned the exports. Due to this, sugar mills failed
to issue cutting orders. As a result of this, farmers burnt their

sugarcane in the field. Now farmers have shifted from sugarcane to
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other crops. Because of this, there is this scarcity, which has pushed
its price up.

The measures for development of infrastructure in agriculture on
long-term basis are also not giving any results. This is happening
because of the paradoxical approach of this Government. | am giving
one example of it When sugarcane growers do not get the
remunerative price for their produce, they do not go in for sugarcane
cultivation. Instead, they go in for other alternative crop. It is not a
cyclical disorder. It is due to paradoxical approach of the Government
of India. That is why it is just like..(Interruptions)..

SuwTETET (W 0. o $REE) ¢ T uiw fiee ' T g
SHRI M.V. MYSURA REDDY: Sir, it is just like giving a pill for headache

when the patient is suffering from stomach-ache. We have to overhaul

the system, so that farmers get remunerative price for their produce and
consumers get it at minimum price. Thank you, Sir.

(Ends)

(Followed by MP/3K)

MP-VKK/3K/4.50

SUFUIEIE : TSMET gUeall Sff, Sifery|

ST. ($11¥ell) STT9T Q. gUgeet @ ¥R, A U] &T foha=r ered 27

SUTHIEIET : ATYH! Ut & & He qral ¢ |

ST. (311l ST T gUdedT (IRAM) @ ), AR UTST & UHTeT STaSHI Sil B

A WY & dror gt ®, gaferw | will leave most of the time to him.

R, 3TTST &9 price rise &I a1 HX & € AR § AU I B AT qJ
F FE o g1 g o ar 7 6 Witk fiffex ded @l wife & o W U=
e gl Ry gar =rer % prices # o seia’t g3 T R # 7% 91 f&%
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95 BUT H INBX Bl aTf &, AN 0 I €, O & S8 99T 81 e, Rifd
g3 o 2 b 9 9el 7 SRER, YR, 1, /el - WDl WG AR 8, AR
ST AT 38H I 2, 9% I§ © (b A aP HHl THS &b WG gaq T8l 96 F -
45 TRYUC THE BT MG IGT T 1 UGN & TAM H THG W AR-IT I TH
ST T o, A6 el St 7 g Sl WRBR Bl fFer far of 3R THe b oy
e G AT ALY el § &1 311 V8T & o of1oT g 319 3fmedl, f muehy
FTAT R g8l Wl §, 9T BR 8T &7 98 I 98] $B PR I8 87 UNS I8 IT
draar & & dieq ¥ 99 B¥eT T8 8 WX, §9 89 § I8 ANl aR
feama & |7 gl B9 AT RA®IE axW, IIRHT 99 9 SoNd o,
Tihear AfeReY |eq I8i MU iR 98! Sfarg <il, el g9 S#ile 8, Sl
I fUsel 9 far o1l T @Is A3 919 &1 B | d I8 eI fb e
AT B RE1 8, g©T US V8T 2, UMl UGl a_¥ -1, Helld 3T T, v 3R
wey ¥ differences €, R TaHT & B H Uledd SR 8, dex IaH
DI BWIEIY T8I B Hhdll, IE BARI TSIS-3g BT HAMA 8l ST - $H g
D T BB IE I GH & ST 3R EF AT 0 R Fef ST | e o9
gofc A B9, F SIGRT A8 BT, prices dgd X2, T IMEH! Hex-e &
ST fUdr 2, gAfely SHH STRT died B R®IT g7 WX, T gdsy, &9
SHH AT grel? MY IIR W {8, 3R 39 g8f 8Id, o AT T dnd b
T el g F8T Uhidear MffReY AT 9 38 99 Yol © & oo ar
statistics 59T A8l B €, 98 Programme Implementation Ministry & afdifa
T &1 ST oeconomy ®I dlb W FM @ RNEERI 8, management
economy, I8 B+ A e & B § 8, d 8 IR Ig ATP Uoof R TS
ST 87 Gfidear i e & @t $g1 SIar & & 31y price rise &1 Siae &7
TR, g4I UIfeRI™e § 899 U AT Ugel Ud oo o far o -Collection
of Statistics Bill. a8 fdeT Ts |1l ugel U g3 3R # g9 Government &1

non-seriousness & dX H 3MUHT T & § | TP AT gIAT I8 fdeT U g,
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AP T I S I & I99 7 i rules and regulations Wes & Ul TR
T8 g U &1 Jg dr seriousness ¥ IMUH! | FaTeT IT Ig A8l © fob T q8T

STalg &, olfde $HPT Blg permanent solution 3UdT e &, S 57 UT.&.

15 7 ®er f& you have to find a permanent solution. It is not that we
shout from this side or they shout from that side and you reply the same

thing. The question is: How are you going to find a permanent solution?

W, YU HEoll AEd Igi FHH H AR diad © o inflation dr
marginally g1 &, ®Iifs I Wholesale Price Index gart €1 # 310y I8 qoT
aredt € f% 9 S Wholesale Price Index sarr €, 9@ basket # wr-w

commodities 87 3R AU g AR A & AT HRYCEY, HUS &I+ BT A,

JoT, fohT, ATgfher, HIex Arsfhol - AgaT SO basket & & fer, a7 naturally

gg price index @ 7 T BF fe@ree, TR ST consumer &I affect &rar &, ST
Consumer Price Index &, SH® ax # # #31 St & ®edl § & R Brg-4
A eY I8t I, O § I 9arel ol | AU FaTeT BT Plg WIIGT T8l
TR MY BT {6 T8 AR HATT BT FaleT 2] ¥ 1 WX, a1l I8 ¥ b q=i 89

T qi? fead def? Agriculture Minister cannot answer these questions

because he will say the same thing which he has been saying for the
last three times or what he said in the Lok Sabha. That is why, | have
decided that | am only going to put three points. | request the hon.
Minister to answer these questions. What is in the Wholesale Price Index
basket? What are the commodities put there? Why should we not think
about the Consumer Price Index which affects the consumer? Why only
the Agriculture Minister is answering and why not the Finance Minister?
Why the Minister for Programme Implementation who is responsible for
implementing the Government's programme not over here?

(Contd. by MKS/3L)
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-mp/sc-mks/4.55/3|
DR. (SHRIMATI) NAUJMA A. HEPTULLA (CONTD.): These are my three

questions. For the rest of the time, my colleagues will speak. Thank
you, Sir.

(Ends)
i TMIRT G901 A1 (M) © 9=Id1S H8Ied, Ugell 91 Al o I8 el § 1P
FHIUT UIET U &1 <9 P Ut Ut & RrAar o .. (eraer)..
ST0 ($7¥et) SToTT Qg ugeet : fORaT price T 9¢T f&AT| ..(Faem)..
it SR &HT % @ fSIHT S0 U= Iofas Afeat daa & forg =78
gaT| 100 |IeT Ugel, Si& < § §HERT off, @i o1, famine o, I8 ST economic
reasons 9 9o o, ITH TS & o7 HIUH urc! Uar gs oAt .. (rawr)..
S0 (3fielt) o/ T.dudedtt : Price rise @ 91 aRT| ..(@@UM)..S9 91T B
BIST | ..(caem)..
S} IR 19T A% © Bisd &f 91 J8l & | TNEl & IR |, price rise & IR
H BIUF B fIaT &ar 8l 8, 3T SN BT I 81 81 81 Adbdll | gAY 8l
gl Fhal .. (Tae)..
ST0 (#Het) STSTT Q.8 ugeet @ 1 price ST §¢ BT & | ..(aem)..
St SR S&H0T 9% ¢ MY gAY . (@au).. safw T8 8 gt w®ife
AP 80 IR ANURT AL S - AR FHAD Al BIC-BIC AURT & - AT SN
AAE q9-d3 T, AP BIIET 81 WY MR I coffer F AMYHI JATHT &I, THH
3MYPT ..(TTYT)..
ST0 (STHcht) TS QeugedtT @ I ST UHSHR ot H AT, 89 &l JIR & |
qdhsT 8re¥ @I, ThsT black market & arell @f |

St TR 19T 9/ @ Sd 2 | .. (FIer)..
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THE VICE CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): You address the Chair.

4 SMIRTH T&HUT IS © BAR Nal § Feoll 3R T JolTid F AT § | 98 98
HEI Bl AT &, A R 9¢ W7 2| 39D Y 8 Pl AGRWT Bl i T8

P &, BACD Bl ot IRER BT =T 8] dId | SIb! df 39 price rise W)
ST AT TR IME | AT G&T © b Sl AT el 37T & | S #Asd &

T DI BSHT T, Sb HUR o dgd A0 3 AT I§ Bicd DI grordl Bl
WRER | FEIGT, ISR B F BT B U fAfie g €1 &7 99 Id &
o price rise & NIRRT § WRBR BT =T BT B BIs HITGT 8Nl & | TAT T&T
g f5 g9 AN & 9raAT B T2 99sd & | § U M & lyrics & SIRT, S s
JAMEH B AIEAT B, H Bl HHIg T A gY, 9 A I Fo ufdddr |/ w)
UGHT TS § | SHH ARY AR ATGH & 4V § AR g8l A |l 4191 ¢ |

Ugel gl H U dax el WR WaR A 9,

3T Aol § U I &, oI | AGFDbY 3Tl © |

g1 ey, 81T " s,

IFHY H IS BT Bl AR 1=,

UTIe} dTel U PI Fells AR T,

T2 dTell ATgT &l o Ts ) TR,

ST ST 9, fedrs AR T,

qh! O 9T Al A2 g AR AT |

EEIC IS RS IR I

fpet @I 7 ST @ HHAE AR TR,

FUg BT B BT Rremg wR T,

el BT 7B B g7d18 AR T,

ST 9I-9d Il dF Jeds 9R T34,
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qIh! O 9T Al HE s AR AT |

J BARI WEAY ©, 89 ad B © | 8 Hhld T8l PR o |..(gum)..
TH P APrg T8 T IT Fedls ol oAl SHGT 6 @RE AT Bl
..(caum).. g a1 Rtk WRAR BT Il @, o $o G T8l | I
$© alternative &l qaTyr |
ST0 (S7Helt) STSTHT Q.8 UgeelT @ 3T SRIT | 3T TRPHR H 7 |
#i TAMIRT &9 IR © 89 WRPR H © olfhd AYDHI W $O IMUT a9 o |
MY ARDHR BT 18T [ RIT BIAT ARG | RIT AT HHT Jaqr?
DR. (SHRIMATI) NAUJMA A. HEPTULLA: What is he talking about?

# AR AT 9% © g™l a9 @, Sir, there is a percentage, of

course, of price rise, where hoarding is involved. <91 # T U, ar dRrs

AN BT ST ST 8, I§ Pl AT a1 81 © | T % IR §, THd!

SFGRI D! 2, offhT SHDI Iooid Big ol Al o | & B & BRI

TS 931 oI IADT Bls foIh el dedl 2 |

(3TH-THAITH IR hHNT)

-MKS-TMV-MCM//3M/5.00

il IR T&HUT ARG (HATTE) © SAMAY H TN UE IRl § [d YRR
FHHITSEIST Uae T IUINT I ARBRI Bl PRAT AMBY | ATSTbel FHI T
WHR faarse urdl e, $9 BT &1 IuIT R H HoREN & | 5Hfey
JAMYST g IIUT BT © b A T ARBGRI BT ¢ {6 SHSBT SYANT B0
ey, TP ST AT SfCiBAACH SIS [HAT T3 &, I8 Al BH I HH qI8X
ST, A AT T% ATST A UTSH BH 8l SIQ | W), gl a1 © f e
CqrrS H 98d AN ¢ ©, B9 ISAT R I ® A I §, 89 dol-del
TReTT 10 &, Wl 91 8, BRYex AITedIR H 89 ST #§ TR a9 3iR

TR ¢ &1 T Aed g H, IAET I H ARI Caialloll bl SRl 87

JrSaR Al 9 ¥icdh 8T &1 Al 91! ANl U & T & §Y 3R 89 370l
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ST UTSR[ST R H 3O CaHTalloll 9V, Sl Tied UIedRM & d8 3N JgIy

3R ST ool &, RMd Ul &’T # 989 ddell® el °, $Hd [Ty UAr <1

gedT 7, A §7 6l O &I $_d R AT AT WS d1T ar 5t
$ISC 3T & o 84 VAT GRebel BT AT e8] BRAT US|

g IS, B AW S § o B SR og#aR, 97 Sl T §eve
IS BT &1 fhArT B Agg BT WU a6 ATdbe § TARRIS BHfScS & g
ggd €1 3R WUl URw f&ar 4 Ui Uisd &I consequence ¥ grdT T |
9 # Bikas T & S yRuRee gam, aife fAfsems g S 8k feamt
DI AT A9 & MY, ol TR 81 MY, Atbe W A Il G 3 9I1¢, I8 Sl
WINT §, I8 A% 8] g3l S TANT B A% ST H R BT a2y, 39 U<
&I AMYBT T 81 IR, B9 Bed © (b o Bg+d [HfRex & Bid 3t 8,
W A & 9d BANT oid & | I8 T 89 99 S & | UR=] VAT &Il § o
gAN Qihedy AR &I S @ikl ol &, a9 41 919 9gd & | g9R Wided
ey B §, el died & b &l Bad BT Ao 3 ddb ol & WId 99
& B S| S T Q9T diend € dr 25 TR¥C oY dedl €1 i I a1 el
dred © 9T S URRY[T § 98 9T €1 98 B ¥ B BRI H Udh R al
Ao B €1 BRI W TP 9R g | Rdie 87 omar g1 W), R aR Rdie
BT € IA- & R 919 §6d & | ¥R, ST 3MUF o™ & bhdh-4 &, IADT AT
B PR ST, HH-HHT B Ia18Y, IR-IR A gaasy| W), g2l Ukl & AT
§ Pl § b udl 89 FaaT GHAT ®, < BT GHAT &1 A WIT I $B
TeMT # Rer w1, VY SR 89 o_d & | gw9aTg | (SFHT)
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN): Thank vyou, Shri

Shantaram Laxman Naik. Shri Prasanta Chatterjee. Now only three
minutes are left for your party.
SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE (WEST BENGAL): Sir, | will take five

or Six minutes.
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THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P. J. KURIEN): Okay, you take five
minutes.
SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE: It is a very important issue.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN: | agree. You take five minutes. | know you will
keep your words. | know that.
SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE: Sir, the Government has talked about
the global phenomena not only in this House but also in the
Independence Day Address of the Prime Minister last year. The Prime
Minister had stated, "The inflation that we have seen this year is
basically due to external factors". Now, | would like to quote from the
IMF indices:
"After peaking in mid 2008, the international fuel and food
prices have fallen sharply throughout 2009; from June to July, 2008
the fuel prices have fallen by nearly 50 per cent, while the food
prices have fallen by over 25 per cent."

(Contd. by 3n/RG)

RG/5.05/3N

SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE (contd.): The global inflation, which
peaked at 6.27 per cent in July, 2008, had come down to around 1.3 per
cent by August, 2009, with the inflation rate of emerging economies
falling from 9 per cent to 4.3 per cent in this period. The IMF says, and
| quote: "In emerging economies, inflation is forecast to hover around
five per cent, in 2009-10, down from more than nine per cent in 2008."
This is the picture, Sir. Now, | quote from some of the selected
countries from different regions across the world. In October, 2009, it

clearly shows that India has among the highest inflation rates. More
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importantly, while the inflation rates have come down everywhere since
2008, it is only in India that the consumer inflation rate has increased. |
quote from the source, "Output, Price and Jobs, The Economist of 3"
December, 2009. | give examples, of only a few of the countries,
showing the Consumer Price Inflation as on October, 2009, in
comparison to October, 2008, (Year on Year Increase %). | quote:
"Pakistan, in 2008, it was 25, while in 2009, it is 8.9. In Vietnam, it was
23.1; now, it is 7.1. In China, from 4 per cent, it has come down to -
0.5. In Malaysia, from 7.6, it has come down to -1.6. And, in India, it
was 10.4 in 2008, and in October, 2009, it was 11.5." So, the argument
of global phenomenon is a bogus argument put forth by the Government
and that side. Now, the principle factors are domestic, and, we, the
Left, are continuously saying as to what the reasons behind inflation in
India are. The neo-liberal policies are causing agrarian crisis and
eroding self-sufficiency. The main reasons behind high inflation,
especially, rising food prices are manifold. There is the weakening of the
Public Distribution System and increase in fuel prices. We had seen it in
the last Session that you did not care about Parliament, that just eleven
hours before the Parliament Session was to start, you increased the fuel
and diesel prices. There is also the failure to check hoarding and
speculation, and weakening the role of the States. With the dominant
role of the private speculators, public procurement continues to remain
limited to a few major crops. Procurement operation was carried out
only in limited parts of the country. Big corporates have been allowed
to enter into the food market. There has been an increasing reliance on

imports, often at exorbitant prices, erosion of self-reliance in food
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production and failure to control rise in prices. Sir, agricultural growth
fell shortly in the absence of any substantive expansion of irrigation.
Sixty per cent of our Indian agriculture continues to remain dependent
on the monsoon. What is the estimate of the World Food Hungry
Report? The Global Hunger Index of 2009 says that countries, which
have scored between 20 and 30 points, are in an alarming condition."
And the rate of India has been estimated at 23.9. Who will answer this?
Who will take the responsibility for this? What we see is the faulty
estimation of the BPL. We are also demanding a universal PDS at
affordable prices. But the Government, as a policy, does not want that.
And, they are passing the buck. Here, they are advocating their
principles. Besides that, we see that Kerala has set a unique example.
We also have the examples of West Bengal and Tamil Nadu where the
PDS is a success. Kerala is a unique example. Since the time the Left
and the Democratic Front Government assumed office in May, 2006, the
Central allotment for rice for APL under PDS was 1,13,420 MT per
month. [t was reduced to 21,334 MT.

(Continued by 30)

TDB/30/5.10
SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE (CONTD.): It was further reduced to

17056 metric tonnes from April, 2006. They are the advocates of open
market!

Sir, while concluding, together with the observations made by the
other speaker of my party and other Left speakers, we, once again,
demand that the Universal PDS should be strengthened, (Time-bell) The

Government should act against hoarders, ban futures trading, reduce the
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price of diesel and petrol, end the discrimination in allotment and follow
the self- reliant policy in agriculture. So, this is my demand. Thank you,
Sir.

(Ends)
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Now, Shri Naresh Guijral.
Please take only five minutes. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI NARESH GUJRAL: You give me five minutes and | will live with it.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN: Because | will tell you the problem. In the
"Others Category" there are nine speakers and only 29 minutes. That
means, almost three minutes. But, | am allowing extra two minutes.
...(Interruptions)... Yes, generous.
SHRI NARESH GUJRAL (PUNJAB): Sir, the last few months have
witnessed an unprecedented rise in the prices of essential commodities.
While the Government may be sitting smug with the overall official low
inflation figures, the fact of the matter is that the Aam Aadmi, who this
Government claims to represent, is finding it difficult to keep his body
and soul together. The Government by patting itself on the back with a
7 per cent growth rate is very, very happy. Congratulations. But, what
about the man on the street who is literally starving due to the high
prices of food?

Sir, more than 50 per cent of our population survive on just four or
five food items, atta or rice, dal, onion, edible oil and a little bit of salt
and sugar. The prices of all these commodities have gone up from 20
per cent to 120 per cent in the past one year. Congratulations to the

Government for the management of the economy!
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Sir, according to the Planning Commission, an average person in
the village requires a minimum intake of 2400 Calories of food per day,
and those living in urban areas require 2100 Calories per day. | ask you,
Sir, given the current prices of food stuff, how does he get it? It is a
matter of national shame that more than half of the population remains
malnourished. Sir, according to the Global Hunger Index that ranks
countries on a scale of 100 with 0 being the best score, India has a GHI
of 23.9 which is an alarming value. We stand next only to Bangladesh,
Ethiopia and Pakistan. These are last year's figures. With the current
prices, we are, perhaps, below them even.

Sir, in reply to a debate on the sugar prices, the hon. Finance
Minister said that the prices are going up because there is a mismatch
between demand and supply. We all know that. We also know that we
have had a drought year, but does that mean that we let our poor
starve?

Sir, to my mind, the only solution to meet this challenge is to
increase our food production, and this would be possible only if we
make farming a lucrative profession or business. According to the
Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission, a recent National Survey
has shown that 49 per cent of the farmers would not like to be in
farming given a choice. Sir, our farmers are perennially in debt, and
many unfortunately resort to suicide to end their misery. This is so
because of the myopic policies of successive Governments that have
only given lip-service to the interests of the farmer.

Sir, to improve our farmer's plight, we need to incentivise him. We

need to give him better MSP, and this MSP should be realistically
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decided keeping in view the input costs. Sir, in 2007-08, when the hon.
Minister raised the MSP of wheat from Rs.750 to Rs.1000, we saw a
quantum jump in production of food grains from 69 million tonnes to 76
million tonnes.

(Contd. 3p-kgQ)

kgg-It/5.15/3p
SHRI NARESH GUJRAL (contd.): Sir, we need to give our farmers high-

yielding seeds, better quality fertilizers and pesticides at reasonable
prices. We need to provide them with a market at their doorsteps and
we need to give them credit at low rates of interest so that he does not
end up in the clutches of money-lending sharks.

Sir, | am pained to point out that when our State Government
gives free electricity to the farmer in Punjab, we are told that we are
populist. When the Shiromani Akali Dal Government gives subsidized atta
and dal to 16 lakh poor families in Punjab, whose monthly income is less
than Rs. 3,000, we are branded as irresponsible.

Sir, it is the responsibility of the Central Government to ensure that
all BPL families ---and their present definition is seriously flawed---are
given essential commodities at affordable prices, as only then will India
have inclusive growth.

Sir, | would also like to draw your attention to the fact that while
prices are shooting up, we are doing precious little to prevent damage
to the stocks of our foodgrains and crops. | come from an agricultural
State which provides almost two-thirds of wheat and one-third of rice to
the nation. Yet, | am sad to point out that after sixty-three years of

Independence, we have not built adequate modern storage facilities to
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warehouse our precious food stocks. Almost 20-30 per cent of our fruits
and vegetables, 8-10 per cent of the pulses and more than 8-10 per
cent of foodgrains are wasted post-harvest, and these are official
figures. | am certain that the actual losses are much higher since | have
seen how the FCI stores foodgrains in the open for months and months
together, allowing them to be attacked and wasted by rats, rodents and
pests.

Sir, in the end, | would like to say that since the Government
claims that it has adequate food reserves or buffer stocks, there is no
need to import foodgrains in the near future, it is imperative for the
Central Government to put in more food in the Public Distribution
System immediately. Thank you.

(Ends)
SuTTETET (W, .. FRa) @ 57 UdhTer Srae | yehrer St suds uiw fie §
ST.(#19R) ST Q. gueet @ Ui e &¥?
SURTHTERET : 49 9retr ® fo i fse qrat € 1 Please finish in five minutes.
it TR STASHY (AERTE) | STTYRTET Sf, § H3 #8eg ot B Ig et
AT §, PO Abs Il dedl §, PO Jdldl UBT a8dl § AR $B AR WY

GT I18dl § | Ugell & a1 &l ATG | g1 H S qHT S1d AT HES IR Y9
ve o, A1 gUIY gehi YA far o 3R g8t Irsgufcl Heiadr = Y 310 |9y
F ower o fr 9 o # W@ &9 | 9 T B g, Afe wEE 9
Hra! 3R 9t T 1 'R TE SO B T w'T f5 gar 99 gia W g9 Sl )
2| 937 IT I AT uST & I8 SR iR Al Siid HES & (oY STHTaer
AT &, AT 7 |9Hsl, S § Ul age &) AT faelrr @ § |

SOl 91, AR T H) B! T T I§ AWMl e T a1 Feard

Hhe g7 § T goar HdHe BT AW A7 d1edl § | §9 o BT 9| § Juiy
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RBR | 9ol 1 YUY ARBR H $B Tl IR YR S Bl TRAC B & 3R AP
PIRUT B HEMg &1 I8! 2, VAT A ©, ol § I9d AT IR JUlY Bl HTER
H GST HIAT AT § | R, T AR AT & 9 /7 Rgerars gan? IR yar
Sil, B9 S oMl ATelT ¥UY A YR WREST o) 3T ©, 9% [Uoel A1 &l T | e
e farT &I T & el 41?7 S8 Alels Uy el o | 310+ 84 dgd aR 1o
s § 5 o dieg euv fear fer, S9 dielg $UT & U= $uy |

IR § BIFT A1eY | 3FR {3 &1 Alaig 3U¢ feld & df 98 UTEd &l U=
JUY H YT ARy, 99 SfST I8 =1el ¥U¢ H A AT R8T 27 ¥ 49 & UsE
JYY B T IET &7 S oY 3T RIT IR @ 87 YR & IN F #7:A1 7glay +
A1 HE Ugel BT AT, 98d X ol &, I WIA H Ul Hel o7 fb HeR wdred
WRT T 3R S ey 7 o 89 Frara o iR © g 21

(akg/3q I¥ HHTTq)

AKG-SS5/3Q/5.20
it UpTeT SIaSHR (FATE) : T fFar T 48 aRg ©71 SHa’) 2009 ¥ 48
ARF T YR T T 12 JUY Bl &% | 3R ¥l g81 YER AT BT & 27 JUY
DI R | WX, IE BT AT FUR 87 Ig DI Al qrrdg-frara Aify 87 gz ar
I BT HETAICTT & | 48 IRg € YR fa fhar Sgem 12 ¢ & §% 9 iR
9 72N § QR 70 g T MM &R 27 ¥ 30 ¥UYY &l &X o, W °ICral el
ar 3R T HE?  SHBI X S a1y |

Gl dcf & R H W R W HAr Tl F HH ARG B Ydh 91 AS
f&emT =medr § fF |7 |t ugel WERTE # I fHAMl BT TRl ga ATl I%
ST g AT fh I ST 1,200 JUY |G ART 2 o, olfhT Il 1,200 BUY 8]
&7 7T, AT I AT 3=Ie &) I8 | 3MY g8l U+l &T A W §R I,
e gel fHAMT BT STH-AT=/IeT g I8 ST<Ia Sy gaTl fF = 1,200

JUU 9q fear S0, oifhT 1,200 ¥UT vg &) foU M| 3 39 AT 2,000 U
ST US V8 &1 IE T T 87 R 59 I H WHR AN B bls AT ©, S
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U fHA BT SdTeli dHd el <ol §, il long-term price guarantee =&t
T B? U P WK T, W7 AT T? T M @t Ay 7, T Fafa @ Aif
g, 7 price stability @t iy &, T #EIMS BT IbT P Bl Bl &, T ARH 2 |
Grer dof H T 3?98 3fST 80 BUY P MATI VAT AT gAT? H HAldT U8

T8 § & &IT 2003 ® S S H U T WET ol T |l AT 8T I8 A1? A1
A H UET 7 81 T, Rt 59 Ryare 6 gUiv SReGR B Aol 9<r 9 @l g,
FIT &Y T f&5 319 31U 60 WIG! SIHRd AT & QR 8t 87 <91 & forete
B A RN FAIG BT T5? S BT Aol BT SNT RT FAIG 8T 71?7 sicidT &
Ty gHRT free trade agreement © 3R I8T & el #IfetdT o a8l ST firet
TS 3R sfiedr iR AR &7 SRIGR T, d AeIRET ¥ I8l without tax a1
ET & w7 I8 el &l feEar 981 & 6 9 dRE 9 39 o« & ddf & e
DI T fhar T, 5| @R 4 [T &1 Wl & |JAa f6ar 1?7 Sir ool 9

T AT g self-sufficient o, & e 91§ T 98 60 per cent import

dependent & AT Tl B BTeld 3N AT & Tg! 100 ¥UY fhell qTer I
Arar anl Pulse & fieM & IR # 3NY IR-IR FHEJ ¥, 98 1 fail & Tar? F/ar
productivity SgT g¢1, @7 ¢ seeds T8l 31T, &I assured water supply &
ffefl? 389 Wl SIeT ST & A @7 U T IR & &5 3N qTeT T,
dT SMYBI EX ATl J8a) HHd Hel l? |7 I8 WHR 9 HH 9arar? - dis T
&1 T T & v H WRAR & BRI < H supply-demand @1 problem
JIR g8 R $Ad SR 37 AES 981 T |

R, H 3T U AR 9T Yor aredl g & g7 paddy & &AM & fog
1,000 ¥UY ART &, Yo HA S 7 HaT fdh 1,000 $UY &1 § Fabel | AT TG
21 Sft 7 U e ®Er 91?7 Seid Pl of fb g9 1,000 BUQ T <, Hifd
qEMS dei | H YBAT ATEdr § b AT T gAT? IS IR H 40 JUY fohar

IraeT el 8T €1 S Udhed IAURUT I19d &, 98 4 20-25-30 ¥U¢ & Ao T8l
g | 39 fHEr BT 1,000 FUYT g & {7 7971 &R 2 & AR VAT g3rT| (AT B
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°e)) ' I AT &, SADT Yoyd BRI & (& IJg AT Tel, Gearl Fhe &
3R Gl BT 9 JUIT IR ¢ |

SUHTEET (U1, .51, $RAA) @ SAESHR S, 7 FATG BIRT |

S UBT SASHY @ WX, < H, A QI-di A1 &1 FT I§ WRPR (ST DI
long-term price guarantee <M, RIifh TBY T IRAT 87 HT <@r ¥ f fUwer
ATl SR U< H AT & fhaHl 7 dloe RS H 3] Bls f&arl I Igar

fpRmar f 81 & |dhd o, ga W price TET el 39 AT UTEH BT AT 30
BUT fhall o<1 e eT &1 Price & I it distortions ad €, 9 9T S &,
Rifes IRBR P UNT Dis i Asi &1 Assured water supply is the key to

the productivity of agriculture. @aT assured water supply =T & &
faIT IReR public investment &RIN? 3R BT, a1 foha=r HM?
(33m/digdt wy SR

-SSS/NBR-PSV/3R/5.25.

SNt UBTIT S HI(HANTE): TB8I6d, T § U AT & fo ST S=dm & I8d o
& oIy TRHR |1 PMN? § A7 dRAT § P & gRAR &1 5 fhar 1, 5 fhar
e, 5 far a1et, 10 fbell @maer iR 10 fvar g fyemr @2yl I8 &% gRar
&I, APL aRaR &1 Y, gFRed emi ww PDS & #reaw & e w0 & e
FfRT, T Xred e, TEf aF TR ¥ a1 par? ... (qET B °9d)... s badl
I foar iR e W v & SR, I8 AT Be Al L (STdEr).
SUHHTETET: B 77|

#l UBTIT SESHT: SAMIY § 3T § Hael T araT Hg M| ...(Faum)... § dael
U TR BT [ AT S AES BT & ©, I8 IS ol ARl § | I8 By
ddhe T8l g ...(FqUM)... I8 WHR gRT [T © ...(9u™)... iR gafew I8
ARBRN Bl HIAT AMRT |

(T
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SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI (MAHARASHTRA): Thank you Vice-
Chairman, Sir. If | remember correctly, it is the third time during the
period of the UPA-Il that we are discussing the price situation,
particularly about the essential commodities. It is remarkable that not
even on one occasion that we have talked about the rural consumer.
When we talk of consumer prices, we, essentially, talk of urban
consumer. It must be remembered that there is a basic difference in the
interest of the rural consumer on the one hand and the urban consumer
on the other. The urban consumer wants low prices; the rural consumer
wants higher incomes. The basic defect in the policies of the
Government is their failure to balance between the interests of rural
consumer and urban consumer. On all the three occasions | had
pointed out that the increase in inflation and the hike in prices have a
direct consequence of the policy of so called inclusive growth or the
Aam Aadmi economics. Sir, this has distorted the supply-demand
situation in the country as a whole. The flagship schemes of the UPA
have resulted in a lot of money being pumped into the consumer who is
going in for additional consumables which is a happy thing. But, that
has to be matched with additional incentives to the producer community
which is not coming as has been pointed by so many previous
speakers. Unless we provide sufficient incentive to the producer, it is
very difficult. If we do not do that and go on pumping money into the
hands of the consumer, the consequence would be what we are seeing
today. The fact that Aam Aadmi economics has got them vote possibly

give them to think that they are on the wrong track. They might have
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won elections. It might, actually, come out to be disastrous for the
country as a whole. | would like to make only one point, Sir.

The knee-jerk reactions that the Government is giving, for
example, importing the essential commodities, banning the export of
essential commodities, imposing restrictions on the futures market, etc.,
are all anti-farmer measures which will discourage the farmer from
producing more next year. This year you suffered from drought and next
year it might come as inundation and flood and you are not really
equipped to meet that situation. This year you might escape because
you have sufficient stocks. But, next year, you might be really in trouble
and don't think that the electorate is as favourable to you that time as
they are this time. Thank you.

(Ends)
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Thank you. You stick to
time. You have taken less time.
SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI: Sir, | always do that.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN: You are very crisp and to the point. And, you
have made very good points.
SHRI SHARAD ANANTRAO JOSHI: Thank you, Sir.
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN: Smt. Stanley.
SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY (TAMIL NADU): Thank you Vice-
Chairman, Sir, for giving me the opportunity. | record my concern here
over the increasing trend in prices of essential commodities like edible
oil, pulses, etc. The result is showing on other commodities also like

vegetables and fruits. This has a direct affect on Aam Aadmi for whom
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we say that the entire Government is working. So, this is of much
concern and the need of the hour is to address this sincerely.

The main reason for increase in the prices is the mismatch
between supply and demand. That is, when the demand is very high
and the supply is less, certainly, it paves way for increasing the price.
The supply is less due to floods and drought conditions. In such a
condition, the supply of essential commodities can be increased only
through import. If at all there is hoarding, we can impose stockholding
limits. Tightening of de-hoarding operations will have only a temporary
relief.

(CONTD. BY PB "35")

PB/3s/5.30
SHRIMATI VASANTHI STANLEY (CONTD): This cannot have a desired
effect on price rise if the supply condition is acute.

(Hon. Member may fill the Tamil portion)

says the Tamil Poet, which means, 'The Government should be able to
create the resources, guard it very well and then equally distribute it."
This is what the Government of India is doing now.

India is now facing such a short supply, particularly, in respect of
pulses and oils. The Government of India is implementing a scheme for
importing and supplying edible oils and pulses to the State for its
distribution through PDS. But, Sir, the quantum of supply is very, very
inadequate for Tamil Nadu. For instance, in Tamil Nadu, the State has
supplied 71,000 tonnes of Tur dal, whereas, the Central Government
agencies have supplied only 250 tonnes. Then, 29,000 and odd tonnes of

Urad dal has been supplied through PDS in Tamil Nadu, whereas, the
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Central Government agencies have supplied only 4750 tonnes to Tamil
Nadu. Similarly, 69,000 and odd kilolitres of palm oil has been supplied
by the Tamil Nadu Government through PDS but the Central
Government agencies have supplied only 20,000 kilolitres of palm oil to
Tamil Nadu. Likewise, 17000 and odd tonnes of Atta, 4000 and odd
tonnes of Sooji, 15,000 and odd tonnes of Maida and 43 tonnes of
Masala packets have also been distributed through PDS from April, 2009
in Tamil Nadu. So, apart from introducing the scheme of providing rice
at Rs. 1 per kg, the distribution of Masala packets is another unique
system of curbing the price rise in Tamil Nadu. All the important Masala
items like coriander powder, chilli powder or even mustard seed, etc.,
are packeted, which is worth than Rs. 100 but it is distributed through
the PDS at just Rs. 50.

So, here it is very clear that the supply given by the Central
Government is very inadequate, but still the State Government of Tamil
Nadu is able to manage the situation. How is it possible? It is done
only by the additional budgetary provisions. An amount of nearly
Rs.400-500 crores is being spent to buy the essential commodities from
the open market and to supply this at the subsidised rate to protect the
poor people of Tamil Nadu irrespective of the quantum supplied by the
Government of India. The same is the case with sugar also.

| would like the Government of India to take some long-term
measures by increasing the production and also the productivity so that
there is an increase in the supply. This can be achieved only by

incentivising the cultivation of such crops and also by adopting better
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seeds and promoting high vyielding variety seeds and also by following
good agronomic policies.

(Hon. Member may fill the Tamil portion).

Sir, there is another interesting Tamil cinema song which is worth
quoting here.

(Hon. Member may fill the Tamil portion)

which means everything is possible if you are concentrating properly on
the farmers and on the field. ...(Time-bell)...

Sir, pulses and oil seeds can be grown in large quantities in our
climatic conditions. For this, | request that the Government can give the
hybrid seeds to the farmers free of cost. If it cannot provide it free, it
should be provided, at least, at 50 per cent rates.

Finally, | will make just two more suggestions. The MSP is always
fixed at a very low level, as a result of which the Government agencies
are not able to procure the desired quantity. | request that the
remunerative rate may be fixed for the essential commodities like we
have fixed for sugarcane. Otherwise, the MSP should be fixed on par
with the moving average, that is., taking into consideration the market
price.

With this reservation, Sir, | request that the Government of India
should support the State Governments like Tamil Nadu which is taking

several proactive measures to implement PDS as an effective anti-
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inflationary scheme and also to consider the short-term and long-term
measures to curb the price rise at large. Thank you, Sir.

(Ends)
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (PROF. P.J. KURIEN): Dr. Subbarami Reddy.
...(Interruptions)...
DR. K. MALAISAMY: Sir, | would like to thank ... ...(Interruptions)...
THE VICE-CHAIRMAN: Dr. Subbarami Reddy. ...(Interruptions). Yes;
yes.

(Followed by 3t/SKC)

3t/5.35/skc

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY (ANDHRA PRADESH): Sir, this past year
has been very unfortunate for the households in our country because the
prices of fruits, vegetables, even eggs, chicken, sugar and palm oil have
gone up abnormally. This is mainly because this year, we had
unprecedented drought on one side and heavy floods on the other, and
most disproportionate patterns of rainfall throughout the country. This is
one of the major reasons. The price of potato rose by 82 to 100 per
cent, onions by 49.9 per cent, pulses by 23 per cent. The price of rice
was up by 12.19 per cent and wheat, by 7.47 per cent. Now, there is no
doubt that we have a very knowledgeable and committed Minister for
Agriculture. As the Minister for Agriculture, Shri Sharad Pawar is doing
his best to control the prices but certain things are beyond his control.
At the same time, there are some remedies which | would like to
suggest on this occasion. For instance, take sugar. Today, sugar has
become so expensive. It is priced at Rs. 40 to 50 and in some places,

even Rs. 70 per kg. Why? How to control it? Today, prices are high all
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over the country and cane production has gone down by almost 50 per
cent. This is because in the last several years, the sugar industry has
been made to suffer extensively. At one time, there were heavy imports.
Later, imports were stopped. Subsequently, cane was not grown fully
and cane growers had problems. Sugar factories closed down as a
result. Thus, there have been many problems continuously. Today
Government wants to import sugar, but the international prices of sugar
are very high. Even by importing sugar they would not be able to control
prices. So, what is the option? The option is, at least, for the future,
what they must do is, sugarcane farmers must be encouraged to grow
more sugar. Now, cane production has gone down by 50 per cent. At
least, in future they must be encouraged. Similarly, in sugar factories
which are sick in States like Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra and various
other States, the Government must take initiatives to give them more
incentives and even ask banks to give them loans at less rates of
interest and restructure the sick factories. The cooperative sugar
factories should also be restructured. This should be done on a war-
footing and, at least, in the next one or two years, the price of sugar
must be completely brought under control. There must be a boom and
production should go up.

Sir, similar problems are being faced in the case of palm oil. You
cannot import palm oil. Not many countries produce it; there are a very
limited number of countries that does that. So, we must produce more
in our country itself. We must also concentrate on potatoes and onions.
The Agriculture Ministry must concentrate on some special crops where

there is a shortage always. Every season we talk about potatoes and
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onions; this is a burning issue in every season. How to solve it? The
only solution is warehouses. Whenever there are good monsoons and a
bumper crop, you must put warehouses to use. There is the
Warehouses Corporation and there are cold storage facilities, but they
are not sufficient. The Ministry must take more aggressive steps and
encourage the private enterprises to come forward. If you have cold
storages and warehouses, whenever there is more production of fruits
and vegetables in a particular area, you may store them and use them
again. Also, wherever in some area there is a surplus of foodgrains and
vegetables, Government must take the initiative to transport them to
places where they can be stored. The system is not well-coordinated.
Now, the Government must take active part in, (1) coordination of
transportation of vegetables, fruits and foodgrains from surplus areas to
the deficit areas within the State and between States in a very scientific
manner; and (2) wherever more crops are produced, particularly in areas
where the monsoons have been good, they should provide for cold
storage by giving them more loans and encouraging public-private
partnership, and see that the vegetables and food items are stored and
then given out when there is a shortage of food. Then, there are
monsoons and floods; this is a continuous process in the country. Even
though this cannot be solved immediately, there should be some
solution, that is, they must concentrate on improving the irrigation
system at the national level. Now, just as we are giving top priority to
power, construction of roads, the next priority should be irrigation. If we
give priority to irrigation, whenever there are floods, water will not flow

out to the sea; it would be actually stored to be used again for
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cultivation. Similarly, when there is a drought, this water could be
utilised.

(Contd. by hk/3u)

HK-NB/3u/5.40
DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY (CONTD.): The next priority should be

irrigation. Whenever there is a flood, water should not go to sea. |t
should be stored for cultivation so that this water could be utilised
when there is drought. When the flood will come again, it will not
damage the crops; water will be stored in reservoirs. In conclusion, |
would like to say that even though we have succeeded to bring down
the inflation from 12 per cent to zero per cent in one year, again, it has
now become 1.3 per cent. Foodgrains and vegetables prices have gone
up to 13 per cent, 14 per cent or 21 per cent. It is quite possible for the
Government to control the prices with all remedial measures and future
planning, and also help the people who are suffering. You must have
the planning, at least, for future one or two years in a very scientific
way.

(Ends)
it It veTe (RER) @ STawRmer S, oMo 437 39 v WR el &l S/awR
f&ar, gad {7 g=rare | § I8l gafely WsT gar § difes | (U=l Ui &l RS 4
HETS & Rgell® RYR fRg gdhe R 9F |

SYTHRETET ST, BH FATSMAG] JGIel o 3Md & 3% 89 @l 7 IRT f&ar &
g | BARI T AT T - "HEE S A F Gh, 98 WK BRI T, S AR
Fe ! g, 98 WRER gl &' | 3P BAR U A 9a1 32 I & o WRaR 78l
el b, Rifh 4 A$ TR AT d1h! & | § ITb! garT dredl § b d¢ ar
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AieA a1, P IR Aol 3R &I Hel 1Pl ¢ | I§ Sl PR AT & 3R Sl
ARBR Sl 8, MR AT HEMS DI a1 b, Al ADR Bl S H SAGT FHY
TET M| g1 A9 & &b SIg S Uit &1 WRbR &1, A1 WIS BT S 96 17
AT 3R WST BT S I Bl golg F AR WRBR <all Tg | I&T o 8% ST BT
S §¢ 7T 8, $acl AMSH! BT 9 U< AT & | ATSH BT I HF 8 T &, d1h!
Tl ISl & <M dg Y § | Il gHT BTel 81 H AT {6 Uil b1 W & dg T
T B a8t Ud U ger of fF wr u & forg Hag § eSS B @ ®, o S
AT 7 el b I8 T B Feolde § | 89D Il & b A arel el # ga1 &
fre 9§ gReEerT ol BN SfiR S\eT i & S|

SUAYTENT Sft, $9 < H SIgT 77 BrAa! AMERRAT BT 5T 20 BUT fFerd g,
TET WX 3R 3T [ Pl HAT BT d¢T <, dI ¥ B I M? &9 AN S8l H
ST §, A U el Uil felar § SR I8¢ A/ oieT |1 I8 fiyefdr 2, e 3y
Tg & AT Ul NG, offh I8 "$HaRa™T bl Sec! al, Y EHeel, WHT g’
arell a1 B IE1 & 1 =AM BT < BH € AR TS BT S AT 2 | I BH DI
ST R IR IS F S Y WA E, T S F IH Bl ST 99T @ 7 IR
I & TR BT B B I 7 | AN BT M, IS F S F HH 8l BT 7, I [S
BT g 50 BUY el 3R Il T a1 40 JUY el 81 a7 8 |

SUHHTEET Sfl, 39 <9 H #EMS & 3R PHoRro FH S & I8 vy Fef
SO & T § g=gdre <A1 AEdl §, offdd Seid 3ffdel ggd Sgral §ardT|
G & Sl 77 Bl AT 8, Sl 3ibs ¥ BIs Adelg el &, GDP e
a1, GDP f&al &9 g5, 3AY S Al &I Blg Aded 8] © | YDl R Ig
G 2 b 89 Sfid U § 3R 98d ol aRE ¥ S §, AT Jaia Y 8RR ST,
Ig MBI IRE W BR WG, HEIS 3MMUYDI BIed dlell dai ¢ | 9H Ay fHd
BT BIS- el A8l &, A8 s ° 9! A &1 BIST| 59 SIAYBI Sl bl ST
Urel B WRBR AT, Al A8 SAhT W of Al | SHGY §9 I § A S Uh

o

98 g1 ST & | 39T 8 dIST BT ¥ §¢ AT & - 3MT¢] BT & §¢ AT 2, WIS
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S 9¢ AT T, offdh SART S J(MEAl 8, 89 I8 7ol ded [ IR B JaT

SN | B9 AT galel o, 849 UdT 81 81 orar o o fae fovamm U foaar, faei

T g | Uy Ry, foddl 7 9r 41 vuy ey, uar & 8T o Tar ol
SW/VNK o {3

-NB/VNK-KSK/3w/5.45

St IToHIfT UATe (SFETT) ¢ IET W udr Je) o T § o #Es AT ', offed g
H A BT ool Te1 ferd! 1 3MUdT o fe-s Hieh W™ §, S99 Tid # S
&g oiifory, g8t Rea<t # <7 f&ar Siar 2, S9H aTd 78l 8IdT & | 78S &l I8
R T o Rea<gt # dietr 337 faar Sar 2| S99 &1 281 8IaT 21 I8 Udh TR
AT 7, STy § 39 TR AWl & IR H MU fdes o fb 78g w®
SIR] T T I1eT | O, HETS U Slda<d Aol &, "9 SYaiT dar ffre Simemr
Y femgei arel fo gl el 91 7 81 SR 6", 3R TRIS] BT 3R 3MMUDHT
ST, A AR JMqdH! el delill | I8 IRGR Uid a9 dd el dol alell §, T8
MG BIF dTell & | | &l Ryl ST &R A8 s & RIaw Sfigiel T g 3R
b 3BT ATe Tl AT AN g Gl 99 feaRaeT 8 ST |
SUTTETE (W 0. oF. $RAF) | U7 37T T BT |

7t ST OS¢ H oMUY e dRar g o AES WX Ud sy | H eud
gR § AT 2 b Y 98T URIUC JATSH T SR 3 ATeH! §, SHTY AT 0
foaeT & f5 9278 IR A TMIST NN TNl BT Wed ST | TG B Areiare)

3R Feellse a9 A RUfbU| =8I Teal & AR H (U qid AW BT E |

PRI

(A=)
it Hret T (SR @ HEIGY, ST & 62 AT 91 37TST Heg U adf &r
REl B | Al & a8 U I B FYol wq A 0T R & fU 62 AreT B

A T, TR BH AR T A TP A Sar & oy drdel, g, 3feT, AN
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Heoll, &Il AR WM BT dof Ugdr el UT kg o | $9d oy ERBR Bl QI
T | Hered, industrial product & fofy 8% AT SATaT /131 | gofl fHraer favar

ST 8T 81 R U, S[aieX o 8% & 916 S mega irrigation project,
medium irrigation project 3k minor irrigation project &I THI-THT TR YR
RER ITd Yolde & w7 H ol o 3R BT Urolde & SIRT fhame) &r
SRITE & SIRT gt Tt off, oT9d Tt ST 9 & B9 Ty Ufaee STaaar
PO WEM M & U oee & U k8 & AR A Ui SeEwr sl
starvation-like condition & St Y& g1 Irrigation subject T& state subject ¥ |

TR S without water, there is no question of fish farming. Like that,
without irrigation, there is no question of farming. TEMs a1 T AR
population W M, TR 7 AH-UN & SFMS B & [T S SHH 7, 39
ST @ ST QAT 7, it cannot be increased. I8 g &1 Ria=m S+ 2,

SERINCIRERIN

(3x/MP o <)
GSP-MP/3X/5.50
SNt et fhaT (sh9TTe) @ S¥IfTT ST 70 WR™i© average STHIA rainfed ®, ST

WRHR irrigation &Y facility 1 Without taking any tax, water tax, farmers

should be given the irrigation facilities. Siq e 31T I8 =&l B, dd db &<

ATl UIfeldme & 98s WX 9a) e | e 31y el b 39 91T 9199 3701

T2 gall, Tiidedd Uredcd &4 gU, SHfY A S & & &1 & a1 dref
fr 78S B derd HRT b U IS WRAR IRT WRER D AT T8I 81
PR &, SATAT HETTE 9% el &1 & 9eiiT fF araeT a9iR & =erd hoarding
Bl Bl 8, Sy #EWS 9¢ Vel ol Wl dleidl fb B9 ANl Bl S qaHHe
=¥t g, that Government machinery is not able to control the

blackmarketers. ¥ HROT 3T MG, TR T HROT dF 50 RIS & IR B |
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S @ 3T 100 WHE secure irrigation facility 8% ¥ &1, g @ & §9
ST BT 8T 9l §, 99 db He s dedl ke AR He wico sl ke |
(MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair.)

AT § 9YRT AR 9§ fded @xar § & for the incomplete mega
irrigation projects and the medium irrigation projects, which are pending
at the State level, the Central Government should come forward and
ensure hundred per cent funding to complete all these incomplete
projects, and, it should also provide hundred per cent irrigation facilities
throughout the country.  Then only, this problem may be solved.
Otherwise, we will continue to discuss it again and again, and, perhaps,
will not find any solution. (Time-bell) R &7 AT fIATHY ST dreld & "o
JMEH & ARM", I R W "IMH MEHT & eI’ €7 Fifty per cent of the aam
aadmi is now in half-starved condition. Sir, if the Government does not
make any provision and does not give them hundred per cent support,
there may be anarchy in the country.

it SuAHTUeT : fHaT S, TS HIfg |

£t Hret forret @ i ol RIS g St dret w2 O a5 o el $e & forg
dSTs ofed & folv &) ¥ el R T unruly 81 Fharl ®, s9faT the

Government should provide hundred per cent irrigation facilities to the

farmers of the country. Thank you.
(Ends)
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Barun Mukheriji. (Interruptions)
ST. (sielt) 15T UL Rt | W), Gregd fftRex o v € ar &t o v §7
it SuRAHIUhT : WrsH AfReT F®F smir?
ST. ($¥elt) ST Q. BUedT © 1 21 3TUA? Il W HES & 39 989 &

ST < AT ARy |
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DR. BARUN MUKHERJI (WEST BENGAL): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, it
is a matter of great concern not only due to the fact that the prices are
steadily rising but also due to the fact that the Government is quite
indifferent about it. We are at a loss to think as to what is going on.
Some of the earlier speakers have already said that it is for the third
time that we are discussing the same issue, namely, price rise, during
the second term of the UPA Government. Periodically, this is coming
up, we are discussing it and the same stereotyped answer is coming but
the problem remains the same. Not only it remains the same but it is
also becoming acute day-by-day. It is really a matter of great concern
for the whole nation.

(Contd. by sk-3y)

SK/3Y/5.55

DR. BARUN MUKHERJI (CONTD.): If the Government is concerned for
the people, we expect them to tackle this crisis on war footing. We
may prosper in many ways. We may feel proud saying that the GDP is
improving and all these things. But when it comes to the essential
commodities, prices are rising steadily. Starting from salt to sugar, from
rice to pulses, prices of every thing are rising. We are gradually having
the impression that the Government is not very serious about it, and that
really is a matter of concern. It has been repeatedly demanded,
particularly from the Opposition parties, that the forward trading should
be banned. But, it has not been banned, and no categorical answer is
coming as to why it has not been banned. We have analysed that
these profiteers, hoarders, the people engaged in forward trading, they

are causing the serious price rise. But the Government is reluctant to
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ban it. We are seriously raising this issue again and we want a very
categorical answer as to why it has not been done. If the Government
has some other answer to overcome it, we would not have raised this
point. But we find that the basic reason is not being taken care of.
Moreover, no action has been taken against the profiteers. When the
recent potato crisis was there, we found that tons of potatoes were
stored safely under the care of some hoarders. Then, the Government
came with the plea that they did not have adequate law in their hands
to take out all those potatoes from the godowns and all these things.
There are so many excuses. There may be some genuine reasons also.
But apparently it seems that we are bowing down to the nature. We
are taking the name of the droughts or the floods or inadequate
monsoon. But the point comes is, if these adverse circumstances
continue, what would be the fate of the people? We are bowing down
to the nature. We don't have the power to overcome nature's
adversities. Sir, the other day, we noted that the hon. Finance Minister
also stated that to overcome the problem, the PDS has to be
strengthened. May | ask the hon. Minister what steps have been taken?
Our hon. Agriculture, Food and Supply Minister is here. Everything is in
his hands. So, what steps have been taken to strengthen the PDS? It
is the artificial barrier between BPL and APL. It should also go. The
Government must come forward to give more subsidies, particularly for
these food items and other essential items. If necessary, even half of
the total Budget should be spent for protection of these millions of
hungry people. (Time-bell) So, all we say is, not only the price rise is a

matter of concern, but we also find that the Government is indifferent
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about it. So, they must show that they want to address the problem.
They have got the mandate of the people. They have come to power
for the second time. But they must justify it. The people's demand is
that they must have their salt; they must have their water; they must
have their rice; they must have their food. But nothing is being
supplied. Is it not betrayal to the people? Once more, we have
participated in the debate. | find that it is an ongoing process. But
please don't make it an ongoing process. Please come out with
positive assurances, and not only assurance, but positive actions also so
that the prices can immediately be controlled. Thank you. (Ends)

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Bharatkumar Raut, you have got 4-5

minutes. (Followed by 32)

* Pp 460 onwards will be issued as a Supplement.
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MCM-YSR/3Z/6.00

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION ON THE SITUATION
ARISING OUT OF CONTINUED RISE IN PRICES OF
ESSENTIAL COMMODITIES IN THE COUNTRY (CONTD.)

3 TRAGAR IS (AERTE) © IUFANRT Heled, I8 a § USl 7 3o faar

e HRAT § AfhT ST H o=l &I WeTIel of Y&l § | aifeh 3777 &1 fAvg ¢ -
TES, IE HEITS T U I IMSH &T & RTgar oo S9RT g7 I SBoldl
&1 3R SHOSIOU0 W & d9-d8 3fihs AP (ol Py ARAT 8l ¥&d | U
o o gt e T 51 g3 oar © B H R’y gadr g, 9gd 9R e Al 37
g& €, g3 % -0 Farer YT w3 F e €1 T oMU Ig qwr ¥ fF
51 <ISi & < Arbe § 9¢ €, AYRT XSH S 7 {10! YRT e f&ar fob Seepr

ST STED © S o A ferar g1 ST |l 3] BT IUGT Bl drel Sl

ARt €, S=i Raer s9ge fFar Iar Wt 9 Red 78 fier @1 & 8l o
3 & T VA B Y 5 39T o] & Seolt 991 &1l § | SUSWfT HEIGd, Uh
T 91T I8 § fF U OR® BH Al X8 © (b TR BHITSCIS HE I BRIl ST
e &1 3 S 7T ugel wET of {6 I8 M a5 ofTel dH-aR WMl § 9 drel
g1 TP IR THREA HHNSSIST & S 98 ©, ANl SNIE Jei-d9! BR, JTs-
gg <0410 dew, BrEfced Urksy, T URe Sl Aol SiF S @l & aR)]u o,
Sdh S HH BT O 2 &, Hifh I §-d YSdcigoc 00 W I & T
STh BH TEI DI YSdcigorie <00 W SR 81 BH ¢F URE W] o]
81 Y& Wb, &9 DIHICH UISSY Wl T8l ebd, offhT I ¥ 3MMY " ST
R T AT UG T Uifert €7 Y oF T ¥ 5 ag o wiRRer swHrfeeer o
HERTE ¥ 3d &, FeRME § 1995 W 1999 e Rra I+ iR HISTaT &1 I o7 |

I 9T HATT & I T §eT dls I RIT T o7 3R SS9 WX Ui TR
HHIfSIST & g foRg U I 3R 91 IR 91T 98l & g8l g I8, S9H Udh o
@ gig 81 85| THBT A I8 © [P AR MU YR W HHAS 8, 3R
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MU T AH & 3R 3R I87 WR TRl g a A9/ 9§ 81 Adhc | g
AT § fh I8 UANT 31T ST 3R 9T BRI H RN 81 Bed, FaF -l U
g8 oI & 98-98 <M € @R ¥ a9 AT 9% B =i | 9% fog U
HI AT T |

SUFHIYRT HEIGY, SITGT Tl Il oifdhd H 3RET YaR & I H Ars! A
1T BRAT BB §, H grg A AT §, TAR IMMAU Bl A BT BT dqd fhar
T Ue BiAel 2, [Sed i ovHodio -grs RO BRI H AR
fSfIsTer 9o ¥, ST dT5H B18H dI8% T, Sk &l Wpel ST 92 § | D]
AIRAE MG 18 T9IR ¥UT &1 9 18 §OIR BUT H IAB! I TN BT FaT &
I8 15 BOIR JWT 2| TE WRR BI Bl &, SAD! d1g® 98 |IC 7, IAD]
HAIRAE A 8 TOR ¥UT © | W A 6T 9T 6 9IR vy 21 ST <At
Wiel & 98 R RfceT & RS M 8, S9@I 3% 9%lg ah g |
ITB] M 6 TR BUAT &1 Sl YIAR) &I @all 5 8OR BUAT &1 AR
ST @l & &7 ¥ 1 SUF AN 9B BHRIT ¥, SHHT gl {9 &,
I gedi DI UGTg &, STBT FAllGT &, IADI BT &I @l &, dl 39 kg 4
I UH TR IAGHT FHel | 6T 1?7 R/ WHR 1 Gr4r ¢ 6 a8 R_IT seH),
3 JTEH! RTE@! T a1 6 8T, AT B o<l T8 alall 87 377 dIdl I8 &
Sl e el 21 Y WeRTE ¥ AN B H SRS &I U a1 3MMUD! qael =T
e § 5 7RI § S PRemmfed PR BadsT €, S e aigs o
Ik IR AT A, THH H By YR SUSTEIST Bl AT =1dd, g, doRT AR
AR A oI UTSdRM & digHd § I &1 @Rl & @ & oy s 18],
AfhT fordhy 99 & foIU, IRTT 919 & foIU 39 WRAR & UNT I9hT 89T o
BT AT 2|

(4A/GS U HHIT)
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GS-VKK/4A/6.05

2 MRAGAR S (FATTE) © b ASHH TdR &1 gU T8l 90, IBIT PR DI
ol &, I WHR & TR F, IT6T qafast & g1 $fY 4= st g v 9
AT &, S W & S @RT €, S96! S Fgartt urdl €, 9 At ot & T
FT B 3T & ? N7 §H @1 IF T, MY AE & 9l 2 © | MUS! Uiet & ST
AT 8, ST g9 8, S a1 9 INTT U BT M7 oIis8d < I8 &, 0ar feaw foq
T 7 (AT DI €EN).. AT L T | HEE HR < | HEE U BH 9N
Vel 8, SUP d1q H PR DI AR, I8 § SR Pl Aedl g | I8 Nh Th
el T 1 98 Rt Ta aif+iiT ©1 3FR I8 SRR UH & Foldl 24, ar Sir AY
FEARN ¥ FET, I T AT FSHT IR MY 3R G ST I G M, q
ST Pelt [P RHEraT wrelt BRI | 98 UEr IR o' | g8 faT T8 S =y |
STy 31TST &1 AT 31 STt BT B HEH IS Bl SToxd © | H ga-it gl fa=ei

HRAT § SR H U I FHAW BT § | gare |

(A=)
THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND THE MINISTER OF
CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD & PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (SHRI
SHARAD PAWAR): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, | have been carefully
listening the discussion in the House regarding rise in the price of
essential commodities. | would like to share the concerns of all the hon.
Members because this particular subject is a subject which is affecting
practically each and every household of this country and, particularly, the
vulnerable sections of the country. Middle classes of this country have to
face a very serious situation. It is true that we have discussed this
subject in the month of August and it is also true that there is no
remarkable change in the situation. | recollect, in the discussion in

August, in my reply, | had explained what was the ground level situation,
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what steps had been taken and for how long this situation will continue.
Of course, when | tried to take the House into confidence and, through
the House, the people of India, | tried to put a proper picture before
them. | have seen that there are some allegations against me that
because of my statements, certain things are happening and | don't
want to hide. | have definitely tried to tell the truth to the countrymen
because | was quite convinced that this type of situation will continue for
such and such period. The issue is not restricted to prices of essential
commodities. | recollect, in my young days, | was in the Congress Party.
And, the Working Committee of the Congress Party in 1960s took a
decision that nationalisation of foodgrains failed. That was a major
decision. Practically, within three months' time, the Party took another
decision and withdrew from that decision because the Government and
the Party realised that it was not a subject which the Government or the
Government machinery or officers would control and implement very
effectively to protect the interests of public. Here, if we have to resolve
this issue, we have to take a long-term approach. We have to take an
approach which can take corrective measures immediately.

(Contd. by MKS/4b)

MKS-VKK/6.10/4B
SHRI SHARAD PAWAR (CONTD.): For long term, in a country like

India, it is the responsibility of all of us to see how we will be able to
improve our production of agricultural goods and the productivity from
each and every inch of land. We have to give it a topmost priority.
Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru had said once: "Everything can wait but not

agriculture." It is a huge country. We have six per cent land of the



213
Uncorrected/ Not for publication- 08.12.2009

world; we have three per cent water of the world, but we have to feed
17 per cent population of the world! So, feeding 17 per cent population
of the world, with such limited resources, is not easy unless and until we
are ready to make, we are prepared to make substantial investment in
the agriculture sector, whether it is irrigation, whether it is other facilities
or whether it is cold chains, and save the post-harvest losses to reserve
providing sufficient market facilities.

Some of the decisions were definitely taken in the last few years.
When the UPA first took the responsibility to protect the interest of this
country, in our programme, it was announced that such and such steps
we are going to take in the area of agriculture and we would like to
change the overall approach in agriculture; balance of trade also we
would like to change. The overall investment pattern which was not
giving justice to this sector has also been changed and tried to improve.
Credit system has been improved. | recollect that in the year 2005-06,
the total agricultural credit which was provided in this country was
Rs.86,000 crores, crop loan, has been enhanced to Rs.3,01,000 crores
this year. Interest - it has always been a normal discussion in the
villages that if anybody wants to buy a small car, the credit is available
or the money is available in some financial institution @ 8-9 per cent
whereas the crop loan in this country is available @ 12 per cent. In
Indian region, certain decision has been taken to reduce that from 12
per cent to certain percentage. Similar programme has been taken in
hand and the House is fully aware that in the last Budget, the hon.
Finance Minister has announced reducing the rate of interest, for crop

loans, from eight to seven per cent, and those who were ready to pay
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regularly, they will charge six per cent. So, practically, we have come
down from 12 per cent to 6 per cent. Of course, this is the precondition
that regular payment should be there.

One of the points raised here by one of the hon. Members was
that we should try to provide substantial money for irrigation purposes.
It is true that 60 per cent of our agriculture is rain fed. It depends on
uncertainty of monsoon, and unless and until we try to bring more
irrigation percentage in the country, to resolve the question of food
security is not that simple.

(Contd. by TMV/4C)

-MKS-TMV-LT/6.15/4C
SHRI SHARAD PAWAR (CONTD.): So, a special programme has been

taken up in this country, that is, the Accelerated Irrigation Benefit
Programme (AIBP). Thousands of projects were taken up by the State
Governments. But for years together, they are incomplete. So, the
Government of India took a decision to provide a special assistance to
the States where they are in a position to complete these projects within
two to three years. And, practically, every year, we are enhancing the
budgetary provision for that purpose. The intention behind it is to
improve the agriculture production and productivity, and make available
sufficient foodgrains in this country. There are other schemes for which
also a lot of monetary provision has been made. | recollect that on 17"
May, 2006-07, | called the Chief Ministers' meeting and this particular
subject was discussed practically for the whole day. For the first time,
in the last forty or fifty years, an exclusive meeting of the Chief Ministers

was called to discuss the problem of agriculture. It was decided in that
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meeting to provide Rs.25,000 crores and to introduce a new scheme,
namely, the Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana, where flexibility has been
provided to the State Governments, and the State Governments, as per
their requirements, can take up schemes in their respective States which
will be useful to enhance agricultural production, particularly, foodgrains
and other items, and productivity. We are implementing that Scheme for
the last two or three years.

Another major decision was taken to improve the National Food
Security Mission. An amount of Rs.5,000 crores has been provided. It
was planned to enhance the wheat and pulses production by 20 million
tonnes by 2011. The implementation of the Scheme is also doing quite
well and | must say that most of the States are cooperating extremely
well, and that is the reason why both the decisions are definitely going
to show some results from some time now. So, one way our approach
is to improve production and productivity, and make foodgrains
available.

Another area where we have to take a lot of interest is the Public
Distribution System or to make foodgrains available in the market. In
the Public Distribution System, which we have accepted in this country
for years together, there was a change in the approach when the NDA
Government took the responsibility to run the Government. The change
was a slightly different. The change was to give more weightage to the
targeted sections of the society which are really the poorest of the poor.
A decision was taken that 35 kilograms of wheat and rice should be
provided to all the BPL families throughout India. Another new scheme

has been introduced, namely, Antyodaya Anna Yojana. Those who
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come under the Antyodaya Anna Yojana are also eligible to get 35
kilograms of wheat and rice per family per month, and the price, which
was fixed in 2002, is Rs.2 per kilogram of wheat and Rs.3 per kilogram
of rice. Till today, the same price pattern has been there. We have not
changed that, though the minimum support price for wheat and rice has
been substantially hiked. But this section of the society are, for years
together and even today, getting 35 kilograms of rice and wheat at this
particular price.

(Contd. by 4D/RG)

RG/6.20/4D

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR (contd.): So, we have the PDS and the AAY.
There are about six crore families, that is, 30 crores of people, of this
country, who have taken full advantage of these schemes. Another
decision was taken by this Government to introduce a new category,
called, the APL, that is, Above Poverty Line. Now, the people of this
category are also entitled to get the foodgrains under the PDS. But it
depends on availability. In the last few years, 10-12 kgs. of wheat and
rice have been provided to the APL category. There is an exception to
the States of the North-East, Jammu and Kashmir, hilly States, Andaman
and Nicobar Islands and Lakshadweep, where we are even supplying 35
kgs. for the APL category. But the other States are getting around 10-
11 kgs per family per month. And, if the availability improves, then, the
Government will, happily, take a decision to enhance this quantity as
well.  Along with these, our effort is also to see to it that there is
availability in the local market. Now, there are a number of families

who do not want to go to ration shops. They are not generally
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dependent on the Public Distribution System of the Government. They
prefer to buy in open market. For the sake of that section, it is also our
responsibility to see how the foodgrains are made available in local
markets. As | said, the availability can be met from production within
our country. But, if there is shortfall, a pragmatic decision has been
taken on a number of occasions to allow imports liberally. But when we
allow imports liberally, we also try to take care that domestic farmers are
not affected. In the last, practically, ten years, we have been importing
pulses. When we look at the position of the total production of pulses
and the total demand of pulses of this country, there is a gap by about
4 million tonnes. So, unless and until, we allow imports to meet the
shortfall of 4 million tonnes of pulses, the availability will not be there,
and the price of pulses will not be under control. So, we do import
them. There was a criticism as to why this Government is allowing
import of edible oil. This decision has not been taken today. This
practice has been going on for a number of years. | have not got the
details with me now. But | can collect the information and give it to the
House. But, for years together, we have been importing palm oil from
Indonesia and Malaysia, and ensuring availability of edible oil in this
country. So, edible oil and pulses are two items which are generally
imported because there is shortage. The reasons are manifold. | will
also go into some specific details about other individual commodities. A
number of issues have been raised here. | will, definitely, go into each
and every item. Prior to that, | will try to bring out the broad thrust of

the measures which have been taken in the last few months to improve
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availability. We have been encouraging imports, as | said, and
discouraging exports.

(Continued by 4E)

TDB/4E/6.25
SHRI SHARAD PAWAR (CONTD.): From the last one year, we have

totally banned rice export, other than Basmati. We have banned wheat
export. We have banned, except one or two small items which are
required for Indian community, particularly in the Gulf, edible oils from
our side. So, we have now totally banned a number of items. And, there
are a number of items where we have practically removed 100 per cent
duty. We have done it because we want availability should be there in
the country. To ensure that the vulnerable sections of the country are
protected, the Government of India has given considerable support to
the Public Distribution System. An extremely important step in this
direction has been to keep the Central issue price constant since the
year 2002. We have two prices. One is acquisition price from farmer. The
second is the issue price for the public distribution. These are two
prices, and practically, the issue price is constant for years together.
But, the acquisition prices have been increasing. That has been
enhanced. The Minimum Support Price in the last five years has been
enhanced by practically up to 70 to 80 per cent. At the same time,
thanks to the record production of last year, the Government procured a
record 58.53 million tonnes of food grains, i.e., 33.30 million tonnes of
rice and 25.23 million tonnes of wheat this year. As a result, the Central
Pool Stock of wheat as on 1° November, 2009 was 266.88 lakh tonnes.

In 2009-10, the quantity of 129 lakh tonnes of rice has been procured till
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first of December. | have briefed the House while this year we are
expecting less rice production because of the drought situation in certain
States, but still Punjab, Haryana, parts of the Western U.P., these
Governments have taken tremendous efforts to save their paddy crop
this year. The Government of India has also supported them. We have
provided them diesel subsidy. We have provided them additional power
and because of this, they could save their crop and that is why, at least,
these two States or three States have definitely saved their paddy crop.
That is why our paddy procurement, which has been started from
practically two months, is quite good and, as compared to last year, till
today, our procurement is a little higher. But, | don't expect similar
situation all over India because there are a number of other States which
have been affected. Modification has been made to the order issued
under the Essential Commodities Act to provide powers to the States to
fix and enforce the stock limit for several essential commodities. So,
these are some of the quick decisions which have been taken.

Sir, the hon. Members would recall that in the last Session of the
House, we had discussed the situation arising because of poor monsoon
that we experienced last year. Since then, we have received full
information about the monsoon of the current year. The monsoon has
ended with overall shortage of 23 per cent. It is reported that it has
been the worst monsoon since 1972. The State Governments have
declared 316 districts in 13 States, namely, Assam, Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Manipur, Nagaland, Orissa, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh to be drought
affected or scarcity or drought-like conditions. (Contd. by 4f-kgg)
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kgg/4f/6.30

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR (CONTD.): So, in 316 districts of the 13 States,
the State Governments have declared the drought. Subsequently, States
like Karnataka, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh, lost a lot of their
crops in the post-monsoon period. Commodities like sugarcane, rice,
potato and onion were affected.

| am not aware of what exactly has happened when a point was
raised here by the hon. Member, Smt. Jaya Bachchan, that when she
was coming from Nasik to Mumbai, on the way she has seen two-
truckloads of onion was thrown away. Definitely, | would inquire into it.
But, | am fully aware that in that particular belt, because of the
excessive rains, sizeable onion crop has been practically rotten; and,
that is why, the farmer might have tried to remove that and dispose it of
somewhere. That might be the reason, but, definitely | would go and try
to collect the information from the State Government.

Sir, the adverse climatic conditions have been coupled with the
high prices of certain commodities in the international market. These two
factors taken together have considerably restricted the capacity of the
Government to take remedial measures; and, at the same time, on
account of the steps taken to promote growth and employment, the
economy has continued to grow. The targeted scheme like NREGA has
also helped to improve the income of the rural poor. And, all this has led
to increase demand of the essential commodities. Hon. Member, Shri
Sharad Joshi, has raised this particular subject. He said that because of
a number of Government schemes, now the purchasing power of the

rural areas has definitely been improved and that is why there is more
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demand. He also said that the country is facing a little different situation
from region to region. In villages, the situation is different. Our people
from villages want better price to their products and in urban areas the
prices should be proper, at a particular level. So, there is a sort of
contradictory situation in what he says and | entirely agree with him.
While | go into the details about the specific scenario regarding
inflation of the essential commodities today, | would like a fact to be
kept as a backdrop in mind. The annual rate of inflation in food articles
is currently 17.5 per cent. This is a matter of great concern. Although,
the annual rate of inflation based on monthly WPI stood at a low level of
1.34 per cent for the month of October, 2009, the high inflation in food
articles is certainly disturbing. | do not deny that, we accept that. We
are quite serious about that. Though there has been an increase in the
total foodgrains production in 2008-09, the production of some of the
items, say, some varieties of pulses is low. Sugar has been altogether
different. The first advance estimated production of major agricultural
crops in 2009-10 for kharif would be 96.53 million tonnes, which is lower
than the first advance estimate of last year, which was expected to be
115 million tonnes. So, practically, we are coming down from 115 to 96.
India is not self-sufficient in some of the agricultural commodities,
as | said, particularly, edible oil and pulses. That is why, | said that we
have no choice but to import. But, simultaneously, certain important
decisions have been taken by the Government of India to provide a
better price to the farmer. For instance, the Minimum Support Price for
wheat has been increased from Rs.640 per quintal in 2004 to Rs.1,100

per quintal this year. (Contd. by sss/4g)




222
Uncorrected/ Not for publication- 08.12.2009

SSS/4G/6.35
SHRI SHARAD PAWAR (CONTD.): If the minimum support price has

gone up from Rs. 642 to Rs. 1,100 definitely, there will be some impact
in the price front in the open market. It is not possible to get or make
available that wheat at the same price which was there around one year
or two years or three years back. Similar is the case with paddy. Now,
for the common variety of paddy, the minimum support price has been
increased from Rs. 560, per quintal, to Rs. 1000 in the year 2009. That
means, in percentage terms, the MSP of wheat has been increased by
72 per cent, and paddy, by 79 per cent. So, if the paddy price has
been enhanced by 79 per cent for the last three to four years, definitely,
there will be some impact on the prices of rice. When we give Rs. 1000
per quintal, for the paddy crop, that means, actually, we are getting 60
kgs of rice. That is why Rs. 1000 is the price of paddy, which means
Rs. 1600 is the State price of rice, plus conversion charges, acquisition
charges, mandi charges and State Government's taxes. So, altogether,
practically it goes to, somewhat, near Rs. 2000. But whatever figures
which have been published, we have a system, that Delhi Government
will communicate the figures of the various essential commodities to the
Government of India's Consumer Affairs Department daily. They collect
the figures from a number of shops, and whatever latest information
which | got from Delhi Government, six months back, the retail price of
rice was at Rs. 20 per kg. Three months back, it had gone up to Rs.
21. One month back, it had gone up to Rs. 22. One week back, it was
Rs. 23, and as on today, it is Rs. 23. Yes, it is true it is going on the

higher side but we are not in a position to buy fast. One thing is, if the
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price which has been paid to the farmers at Rs. 1000, that means Rs.
1600 which is the cost of rice will ultimately reflect up to retail at this
price. Similarly, of course, one point was raised in the House that the
price has gone up to Rs. 30 or Rs. 40 for per kg of rice. That is not the
information which | have got from a number of the other districts. There
is every possibility that there are some types of rice like Basmati or
some other good variety of rice. Prices are high but the prices which |
am quoting is of the common variety, and the common variety prices are
here only. Similar is the case with wheat. Though the minimum support
price of wheat has gone up to Rs. 1100 per quintal but practically, we
have to pay 12 per cent market taxes, plus mandi charges, gunny bags,
loading, unloading, transport, storage for acquisition cost in Punjab.
Altogether, ultimately it goes up to Rs. 15 to Rs. 16. But the retail price
in Delhi market is Rs. 15 per kg. That is the latest price which we have
got about Delhi. Of course, there are some other places. In Mumbai, it
is Rs. 19. In Trivandrum, it is something like Rs. 23 - Rs. 24 because
we have to consider the total transport cost from Ludhiana or any
destination from Punjab and Haryana to Trivandrum or Chennai. That
has to be added. That is why, comparatively, the prices of Southern
States are always high. So, as | said, our position is still better because
we have a record production, and last year, procurement was very
good. The stock of wheat and rice is, therefore, sufficient to meet the
demand of the public distribution system and all other welfare fund. The
price of rice and wheat in the open market has been rising on account
of the minimum support price as | have already explained here.

(Contd. by NBR/4H)




224
Uncorrected/ Not for publication- 08.12.2009

-SSS/NBR-NB/4H/6.40.
SHRI SHARAD PAWAR (CONTD.): But, still, we are trying to maintain

the price at a particular level. What have we done? We have earmarked
30 million tonnes of wheat and 10 million tonnes of rice to sell in the
open market. How to sell? The Food Corporation of India can sell by
inviting tenders. But, we took a decision to handover these to States.
We requested the State Governments to sell or take these at a particular
price and make them available in the PDS even for APL category. Sir,
10 lakh tonnes of wheat and 10 lakh tonnes of rice has been allotted to
States and UTs under the Open Market Sale Scheme for the retalil
consumer to be distribution between the October, 2009, and December,
2009 i.e., two months. So, we have written to the States and UTs that
such and such quantity of foodgrains was made available to them.
These allocations have been made at a subsidized rate of MSP plus
freight without adding tax, procurement charges, handing charges,
interest, storage which are borne by the Government of India. So, the
MSP which we have paid to the farmer has to be paid by the State
Government plus freight from Ludhiana to that particular place. The
other costs such as procurement charges, handling charges, interest,
storage rate, etc., will be borne by the Government of India. The
objective of the Scheme was to make wheat and rice available to retail
consumer for his consumption and to control market prices. The State
delivery system has to take the benefit of this Scheme. However, the
liftting of wheat and rice, it is really surprising, under the Scheme by the
States has been very, very poor. As per latest position i.e., as of 6"

December, 2009, from the FCI, 21,992 metric tonne of wheat has been
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lifted by the States. So, out of 10 lakh MT, the States have lifted only
21,992 metric tonnes! There are some States which are asking that we
should provide them wheat at the BPL price. It is not possible. We are
asking them to pay only the price that we have paid to the farmers. We
are not asking more than that. The acquisition and other charges are all
borne by the GOI. The States have to pay only the transport and the
price which was paid to the farmer.

SHRI P.V. RAJEEVE: What about the additional allocation to the State
of Kerala at the APL price.

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: | will come back to you.

So, 1,49,176 metric tonnes of rice has been lifted by the States
out of 5 lakh MT allotted to them. And, as | said, the same formula has
been adopted for this as well. So, | think, it is the responsibility of the
State Governments to take advantage of the Scheme and see that
market will improve. | am going to take up this issue with all the State
Governments. If the State Governments will not take this, then, the FCI
will enter into open market and dispose these through open market
tender process. But, our desire is that the State Governments can take
these and use its machinery of the PDS.

Sir, one particular issue was raised here regarding the allocation
and off take of APL rice to Kerala.

(CONTD. BY PB "4J")

-NBR/PB-VNK/4J/6.45
SHRI SHARAD PAWAR (CONTD.): Sir, it is true that the total allocation

for Kerala has been reduced and there are reasons. In fact, | had given

these reasons to the House. It is because whatever allocation was
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made was not lifted sufficiently by the State Government.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: When was this taken place?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You can ask it after the reply.

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: From the years 2003-04, 2004-05, 2005-06 up
to 2006-07, the off-take was not lifted. For instance, for the year 2006-
07, 13,61,000 lakh tonnes was the allocation for Kerala, but the off-take
was 1,81,000 only. In fact, that has been improved after that. So,
during all these four years, i.e., 2003-04, 2004-05, 2005-06 and 2006-07,
Kerala Government has not lifted what was allocated to it. Then the
Government took a decision not only for Kerala but also for all other
States, and all those States which were not lifting their off-take, their
allocation was reduced. Now, it is true that the State is asking,
particularly, for the APL quota, but, as | said earlier, with regard to AAY
and BPL we are fully honouring our commitments. We are honouring
commitments; but there are some problems in the case of APL and | am
not in a position to accept the Kerala Government's request in toto. But
whenever they ask for something additional, that additional has definitely
been provided to them. | recently saw that statement of the hon. Chief
Minister of Kerala that there was a commitment given by Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru that 'this is a State which produces plantation crop
and that is why the entire responsibility of providing it foodgrains will be
taken by the Government of India." | am searching; my office is also
searching that communication, but | don't see, at least, any record ...
...((Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let him complete. ...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI A. VIUJAYARAGHAVAN: Sir, one minute. ...(Interruptions)... He
has vyielded. Sir, our difficulty is, this is a State where we are producing
only 15 per cent of the food articles, that means, staple rice. We are
producing only 15 per cent and we are producing 85 per cent cash
crops. No other Indian State has such a situation. So, naturally, the
Central Government has to give a special assistance to the Kerala State,
and, at that point of time, a statutory ration system was there under
which the Central Government was providing sufficient rice to the State.
Now that practice is stopped. So, naturally ... ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No; no; the Minister is saying that they are
not lifting. The off-take is not lifted. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: No; no; Sir, that is not the situation. That
is not the situation. There was statutory ration system in the State and
more than one lakh tonne was allotted for the State per year. But now
that has been restricted. With regard to APL, because of the given
situation which is prevailing in the State and due to shortage of
production, naturally, the State owes an assistance from the Centre and
that was there. The State is producing cash crops which are exported
and the country is gaining from that. So, naturally, a reciprocal gesture
was there earlier and that should be retained. That is what we are
saying. ...(Interruptions)...

PROF. P.J. KURIEN: Sir, it was the Union Government which
encouraged Kerala to go for cash crops. For example, we were
importing rubber by giving foreign exchange. So, Kerala was asked to
go in for rubber and such other cash crops by which we gained foreign

exchange. Then Kerala was promised by the Union Government that
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statutory ration and enough rice will be supplied. That was a promise by
the Union Government. It is known to everybody. It may not be known
to his office. But it is known to ... ...(Interruptions)... irrespective of the
party ... ... (Interruptions)... Let me finish. As far as Kerala is concerned,
every party, every Government in Kerala is accepting and knowing that.
Therefore, it is the responsibility of the Union Government to provide
more rice to Kerala. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: How can you get answers like this?
...(Interruptions)... How can you get an answer like this?
...(Interruption)...

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: Allow me to complete. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE: Sir, in West Bengal, when the West

Bengal started the jute production ... ... (Interruptions)...
il SUAHTURT @ U8l SdT STaid URT &1 S SIRIT . (@aer).
SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE: There was a Committee

...(Interruptions)... in the Central Government ...(Interruptions)... to provide
rice allocation.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let the hon. Minister complete his reply and
then this can be taken up. ...(Interruptions)... Let there be some order.
...(Interruptions)... Let there be some order. ...(Interruptions)...

(Followed by 4k/SKC)

4k/6.50/skc

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | would call your names one by one; you
may then put your questions. Now, let him complete his reply. Please.
SHRI P. RAJEEVE (KERALA): Regarding the point about statutory

ration...(Interruptions)...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You may ask that after he completes.

SHRI P. RAJEEVE: Sir, the statutory ration system was introduced in
1967. At that time, Mr. Minister, no records were there. Regarding the
other point about the off-take, at that time the price in the open market
was lesser than the APL price. That off-take is less. Now, the price is
very high. So, we are compelled to have it at the APL price.

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: The point is that the concept of statutory ration
is not there now; it was abandoned by the Government of India long
back. The Government of India took a conscious decision to introduce
'targeted public distribution'. 'Targeted public distribution' means, we
want to target that section which is really affected, poor and vulnerable.
This decision was taken ten years back, and that is continuing even
today. (Interruptions) Some decision might have been taken in 1948-49.
But these days, we have factors like population, availability etc. and
today's position is vastly different. That is why, a different decision has
been taken and that decision has been implemented in this country.
SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN (KERALA): At least, increase the APL
rice...(Interruptions)...

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: The only question is that of availability. If there
is availability, | would be definitely happy to enhance it, not only for
Kerala but for other States also. | don't want to say anything more.
About edible oil, certain decisions have been taken, and | have already
explained that. Now, another important issue was discussed here, about
sugar. Hon. Member, Shri Javadekar, said that | had talked about
availability of sugar last year, only a few months back. That is true. In

the last two seasons production of sugar in this country was
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exceptional. We have practically reached 300 million tonnes. It is much,
much more than our requirement. So, there was no choice but to
encourage export. In fact, most of the mills were not in a position to pay
farmers cane price. They should be in a position to pay the price to the
farmers; so, Government of India has encouraged export. These
decisions were taken. | recall that at that time, the price of sugar was
about Rs. 16 per kg. In the same House, last year, | have made a
statement that if we are not ready to accept an enhancement in the
price of sugar in the open market, sugarcane farmers would definitely
shift from sugarcane to some other crop, and the country will have to
buy sugar at the rate of Rs. 30 to 35. This was my statement made in
this House, on record, and exactly the same situation has occurred.
There was tremendous opposition for providing an additional price. And
because of that, ultimately, when the farmers, particularly farmers from
Uttar Pradesh and other Northern States, started getting greater price
for wheat and rice, they shifted from sugarcane to wheat and rice. They
preferred the wheat and rice crops. They get money practically within
eight or ten days at the most; for sugarcane price they have to wait
even up to one year. That is the reason why the area under sugarcane
cultivation has been substantially dropped and that is the situation we
are facing today. Our efforts are to provide a better price to the farmers.
Unless and until we provide a better price to the farmers, they would not
grow sugarcane. Today, you are complaining that sugar prices are going
up. | remember, for practically two days, the House could not function
because the price which the Government of India had announced for

sugarcane in its Ordinance was not approved; there were agitations, and
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the functioning of both the Houses was practically stalled. And when a
certain decision has been taken and the price of sugarcane has been
enhanced, farmers would surely go back to this crop. Today, sugarcane
prices have gone up from Rs. 129 per quintal. In Uttar Pradesh, it is Rs.
185; in the Gorakhpur area, some mills have given even Rs. 200, and
some, Rs. 210. (Contd. by hk/4l)
HK/4l/6.55
SHRI SHARAD PAWAR (CONTD.): States like Maharashtra, Karnataka,

Andhra and Tamil Nadu are providing between Rs.220 and Rs.240. So,
that price will definitely change the entire situation. But sugarcane crop
is not a crop which one can plan today and get the result practically
within two months. This is a yearly crop. It will take some time, but |
am sure that the situation will definitely change.. With sugar, there is a
problem today, but the situation will definitely improve. So far as pulses
are concerned, it is true that tur prices are really creating serious
problem for each and every family; it has gone up to Rs.90 to Rs.100.
Pulses are essentially rain-fed crops. In a country like India where 60
per cent agriculture is rain-fed, if you do not get the proper monsoon, it
always get affected, and that situation has happened this vyear.
Practically, every year, as | said, we import it, but this year the major
supplying countries are also facing problems and that is why
internationally prices have gone up and that is reflected in our own
country too. But this year additional area has been brought under tur. |
am sure that in another two months' time, when the harvesting of tur

will start, there will be more availability of tur in the open market and the
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prices will definitely start coming down, and the situation will definitely
improve about tur. ..(Interruptions)..

SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE: On PDS ..(Interruptions)..

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: As on today, it is not possible because today
we are providing Rs.60,000 crore as a subsidy for Public Distribution
System.

SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE: You have only given a concession of
Rs.4,00,016 crore in one year's Budget to the corporate sectors.
..(Interruptions).. You have to provide for the whole nation.
..(Interruptions)..

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR: Five years' back, when | took the responsibility
of this Department, at that time, the subsidy bill was Rs.19,000 crore
and today it is Rs.60,000 crore. Still we are concentrating on targeted
section. If it is universal, then the Rs.60,000 crore can go up to, | don't
know, any level. That type of money, as on today, is not available. |If
that type of money is available, definitely we will be very happy to take
these types of decisions. But today we are not in a position to take this
decision. Potato prices are definitely coming down; crop is good.
Onion prices are definitely on the higher side, but have again started
coming down. | have enquired today also with major producing States
like Rajasthan, Gujarat, Karnataka, Nasik and other belts of Maharashtra.
Although the crop was affected everywhere because of certain things,
now the real season has been started and we will be able to see that
the market changes and the change will be for better, and the prices will
be coming down here. In all these areas though the situation is quite

serious, the process of improvement has been started. But you cannot
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expect this type of result within a week's time or a month's time. To get crop
and take it to farmers' home, it does take a lot of time and that process is
definitely certain. One of the major issues which has been raised here is
regarding the effective action against the black-marketers and others. As |
said earlier also, all these powers have been delegated to the State
Governments. It is the responsibility of the State Governments to take
action. There are some State Governments which have taken action. There
are some State Governments like Gujarat and others which have practically
prosecuted a large number of culprits. They have booked culprits and
prosecuted them and the cases are pending in the court. But there are
some State Governments which have not shown any interest. We are
continuously writing them. | am also getting in touch with the Civil Supply
Ministers of States.

(Contd. by 4m/KSK)

KSK/7.00/4M

SHRI SHARAD PAWAR (CONTD): And, because of that, | hope they will
take this particular issue very seriously. Another issue, which was raised
here, was that we should ban the futures trading. In fact, some of the items
have been withdrawn from futures trading. We have withdrawn sugar, tur,
rice, potato. But, | do not see any impact over that. | have already briefed
the House. One Committee was appointed under the Chairmanship of Prof.
Abhijit Sen to go into the details of how far future trade or commodity
exchanges are responsible for this rise in prices. Their report came negative.
Still, we would like to continue ban on some of the items and we will see
that if the market improves, prices come down, then, we may take a policy
decision in this regard.  But, unless and until there is clearcut proof, we will
not be able to take a final decision about that. | do not want to take more

time of the House. | know that issue is serious...(Interruptions). In such a
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situation, the State Governments have to take the responsibility, and the
Government of India will also have to take the responsibility. We have to
improve our agricultural production; we have to improve our productivity; we
have to improve our availability. Then only, this situation can be improved.
But, this Government is quite serious about this problem on every front, and,
| hope, there will be proper results...(Interruptions). (Ends)
SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Sir, | will not ask any question. Sir, my point is very
simple...(Interruptions).
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: | will call Members one by one.
SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Sir, the UPA Government came with the manifesto
and they said that within hundred days, they would control price rise.
SHRI SHANTARAM LAXMAN NAIK: We said that steps would be taken.
SHRI S.S. AHLUWALIA: Then, what are the steps? Now, what is the reality?
You give the price. You are telling only these things. Sir, we are not
satisfied with the answer. We walk out.

(At this stage, some hon. Members left the Chamber)
SHRI PRASANTA CHATTERJEE: Sir, we will walk out. There are no
assurances, no ban on futures trading...(Interruptions).
SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN: Sir, we are dissatisfied with the reply, and we
are forced to walk out.

(At this stage, some hon. Members left the Chamber)
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The House stands adjourned to meet at 11.00

a.m. tomorrow.

The House then adjourned at three minutes past
seven of the clock to meet at eleven of the clock on
Wednesday, the 9™ December, 2009.



235
Uncorrected/ Not for publication- 08.12.2009



	¯ÖÏ¿®Ö ÃÖÓÜµÖÖ - 272
	HK/1w/12.50
	HK/3e/4.25
	HK/4l/6.55

